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This week we celebrated World Book Day (thank you
for your support with dressing up) and we were
reminded of the wonderful power of stories to spark
imagination, build confidence, and nurture creativity
in children. Reading and storytelling play a vital role
in your child’s development, and we were
excited to use this occasion to inspire a love of books
both in school and at home.

Below are some simple and practical tips to help
your child become a storyteller, an illustrator, and an
enthusiastic reader.

Tips for Helping Your Child Write Their Own Story
Writing a story can feel like a big task, but breaking it
down into small steps can make it fun and
manageable for your child.
1. Start with a simple idea
Who is the main character?
Where does the story take place?
What problem does the character need to solve?
Encourage imaginative ideas - a dragon who is afraid
of the dark, a superhero who
loses their powers, or even a talking pet.

2. Use a clear beginning, middle and end. Beginning:
Introduce the character and setting. Middle: Present
a problem or adventure. End: Solve the problem and
wrap up the story. 

3. Add descriptive details. Ask your child: What can
the character see, hear, or feel? How does the
character feel during the adventure? 

4. Celebrate their work. Let them read their story
aloud to the family. You could even create a special
“author’s chair” moment at home!

Important Date
School Garden Open Morning:

 Monday 9th March - would you consider coming along
and helping for a few hours? Please?

Tips for Becoming an Illustrator 
Illustrations bring stories to life and help
children express their creativity. 
1. Draw the characters. Encourage your child to
think about: What does the character look like?
What are they wearing? What facial expressions
show their feelings? 
2. Add background details. The setting helps tell
the story - is it a jungle, outer space, a castle, or
your own living room? 
3. Use colour thoughtfully. Colours can show
mood - bright colours for happy scenes, darker
shades for mysterious moments. 
4. Create a book cover. A title, the author’s name
(your child!), and an exciting picture make the
story feel complete.

Tips to Encourage Reading at Home
Developing a love of reading is one of the
greatest gifts we can give our children. 
1. Make reading part of the daily routine. Even 5–
10 minutes a day makes a big difference. 
2. Let your child choose books. Whether it’s
comics, fact books, fairy tales, or joke books -
choice builds motivation.  
3. Read together. Take turns reading pages or
characters. Listening to stories read aloud builds
vocabulary and comprehension. 
4. Talk about the story. Ask questions like: What
was your favourite part? How do you think the
character felt? What do you think will happen
next? 
5. Visit the library. Regular library visits can
make reading feel like an exciting adventure.



"The Woodpeckers had a science lesson on electricity, exploring human circuits to help
them build their own series circuits in the classroom. By joining hands, the circuit was
completed, allowing the electricity to flow through so the (human) bulb, buzzer, and
switch could turn on and off."

 Curriculum update

​
We’re excited to let you know that we’ll soon be switching from ParentPay to Arbor Payments—a

simpler, more integrated way to manage your child’s school lunches, wraparound care, trips, clubs,
and even charitable donations, all in one place.​

As outlined in our Charging & Remissions Policy, The White Horse Federation operates a cashless
system across the trust. To support this, we will only be accepting online payments exclusively

through Arbor Pay. This means the school will no longer be accepting cash and booking lunches for
you.
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