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Drug Education Policy

The school drugs education co-ordinator is the PSD co-ordinator.

It is a recognised responsibility of the school to promote ‘the spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and physical development of pupils’ and to prepare them for the ‘opportunities, responsibilities and experience of adult life’. (EDUCATION ACT 2002)

This policy sets out the schools approach to drug education and how the school will respond to drug related incidents within the responsibilities of the school.


To whom does this policy apply?

This policy applies to all of the following people when they are on the school premises: pupils, staff, parents/carers and visitors. Breaches of this policy by any of those mentioned will be dealt with by the Head teacher/Governing body. This policy also applies to pupils and staff when off-site when the staff are acting in loco parentis. So, this includes all educational visits and residential visits. 

Although the school is not responsible for pupils traveling to and from school we will work with parents and / or other agencies should any problems be identified. The school is responsible for pupils during break and lunchtimes (except when it has been agreed by parents/carers that children will travel home for lunch) and this policy applies during these times. It also affects the use of school premises after normal school hours. Organisers of any after school events should be made aware of the policy and their responsibility to implement it.



Roles and responsibilities

Governors
As part of their general responsibilities for the management of the school, the governors have agreed this policy. They will continue their involvement through regular evaluation of it. The named lead governor with responsibility for this policy is Joan Bill, Chair of Governors. 

Headteacher
The head teacher will ensure that:
· a substance co-ordinator is appointed to have general responsibility for handling the daily implementation of this policy
· a planned drug education programme is provided as part of learning in PSD and science that reflects knowledge and understanding, attitudes and personal and social skills
· teachers are provided with training and guidance so that they are confident and skilled to teach drug education and to respond to drug-related incidents
· pupils are aware of the rules on drugs and of the consequences of breaking them
· clear procedures are in place for responding to drug-related incidents
· those pupils who have a concern about drugs are provided with support
· sanctions for incidents are consistent with the school’s discipline policy
· the school actively co-operates with other agencies such as community police, social services, the LA and health and drug agencies.


PSD Co-ordinator
The coordinator together with the head teacher has a general responsibility for:
· Supporting other members of staff in the implementation of this policy

· leading the dissemination of information relating to drug education


Parents and carers
· endorse the school’s approach to drugs education 
· work in partnership with the school to overcome the misuse of drugs.


All staff
All staff are expected to:
· report incidents of drug misuse to the head teacher
· promote positive attitudes towards healthy lifestyles 
· enable young people to identify sources of appropriate personal support. 


Pupils 
will be expected to:
•	follow the school rules
•	alert the staff to any drug-related incidents on or around the school site.

Definition of a drug

For the purpose of this policy the following definition of a drug will apply: “a substance people take to change the way they feel, think or behave.” 

This broad definition allows for the inclusion of all medication legal/illegal drugs (including alcohol and tobacco) volatile substances (see also the school’s Health and Safety Policy and COSHH Policy) and all over the counter and prescription medicines. 

Alcohol is not permitted at any time on the school site or during school visits except on special occasions at the discretion of the Head teacher and when staff are not acting in loco-parentis.



Intent

· To provide a framework for effective drug education
· To provide systems for dealing with drug related incidents within the school environment
· To ensure that the school’s drug education programme reflects the aims and values of the school and it’s governing body



Implementation

The school provides a planned drug education programme within the context of the PSD curriculum that reflects knowledge and understanding and is appropriate to the age and experience of pupils. Drug education is also a part of the Science curriculum at all key stages.

Aims of the Curriculum:
· To create a positive climate where pupils feel comfortable to discuss their perception of drug use
· To enable each pupil to develop confidence and self-esteem
· To enable pupils to make healthy, informed choices by increasing knowledge, exploring attitudes and practising skills
· To promote positive attitudes towards healthy lifestyles
· To provide accurate information about substances
· To increase understanding about the rules and laws relating to drugs
· To increase understanding about possible consequences of use/misuse
· To increase understanding about related health and social issues, e.g. Sex, crime, HIV/Aids
· To develop decision-making and risk assessment skills
· To enable young people to identify sources of appropriate support

Teachers are the main providers of drug education, however the school occasionally works in partnership with external agencies. 

Special Educational Needs Children registered as having Special Educational Needs have the same right to good drug education as any other pupil. However, teachers must be aware of and respond to their needs in drug education lessons just as in any others, taking account of targets set in the pupils’ Individual Education Plans.
 
Many lessons will focus on discussion with less emphasis on written work. Lessons include videos, quizzes, newspaper articles, role-play and outside agencies.


Managing incidents
Substances-related incidents will be taken seriously. The school will consider any substance incident individually, based on the circumstances. The named co-ordinator for drug education and the Head teacher will be informed, details will be recorded on CPOMS.
When responding to an incident the interests of the pupil and the whole school would be considered before any decision was taken. The school has a role to support pupils and to make an appropriate response having assessed the situation. This would include reference to the schools Child Protection and Confidentiality polices. The range of responses would normally include involvement of parents/carers, and may involve the support of outside agencies including the police, where appropriate.


Searching and Confiscation
Members of staff are allowed to confiscate, retain or dispose of a pupil’s property as a disciplinary penalty, where reasonable to do so. Where the person finds other substances which are not believed to be controlled drugs, these can be confiscated where a teacher believes them to be harmful or detrimental to good order and discipline. This would include novel psychoactive substances or legal highs. If school staff are unable to identify the legal status of a drug, it should be treated as a controlled drug. Any substances seized should be securely stored, packaged, with date, time and place of finding noted on the package. The finder should sign the package, witnessed by a colleague.

Schools are not required to inform parents before a search takes place or to seek their consent to search their child but they would normally inform the individual pupils, parents or guardians where alcohol, illegal drugs or potentially harmful substances are found, although there is no legal requirement to do so. There is also no legal requirement to make or keep a record of a search, but is advisable to do so in order to respond to any future complaint by a pupil or parent. This should be recorded on CPOMS.

In taking temporary possession and disposing of suspected controlled drugs, schools are advised to:
· ensure that a second adult witness is present throughout the incident;
· seal the sample in a plastic bag and include details of the date and time of the seizure/find and
· witness present;
· store it in a secure location, such as a safe or other lockable container with access limited to senior
· members of staff;
· notify the police without delay, who will collect it and then store or dispose of it in line with locally
· agreed protocols. The law does not require a school to divulge to the police the name of the pupil
· from whom the drugs were taken but it is advisable to do so;
· record full details of the incident, including the police incident reference number;
· inform parents/carers, unless this is not in the best interests of the pupil;
· identify any safeguarding concerns and develop a support and disciplinary response.

The first concern in managing drugs incidents is the health and safety of the whole school community and the pastoral needs of pupils. Procedures should be fair and supportive to all concerned.


Impact
This policy is reviewed every two years by the lead Governor, Head Teacher, PSD Co-ordinator, pupils and other relevant outside agencies.
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