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       Safeguarding Letter 	2026	
                     Dear Parents and Carers, welcome to June’s Safeguarding letterHow to help your child stay safer when using Snapchat 
1. Tighten Privacy Settings
· Go to Settings > Privacy Controls.
· Set Contact Me and View My Story to My Friends only.
· Disable Quick Add so their profile isn't suggested to strangers. 

2. Lock Down Location Sharing
Snapchat features the Snap Map, which shows a user's location. Ensure your child's map is set to Ghost Mode. 
· Go to Settings > Privacy Controls > See My Location.
· Enable Ghost Mode so no one can see where they are.
· Teach them that even if they allow selected friends to see their location, they should never share it with people they only know online. 
· 
3. Use Snapchat's Family Centre
· See who your teen is friends with.
· View who they have messaged recently (without seeing the actual message content).
· Restrict sensitive content and adjust privacy controls.
· Manage the My AI feature, allowing you to disable the bot from responding to your child. 
· 
4. Teach Safe "Snapping" Habits
Encourage your child  to adopt responsible habits when messaging and sharing: 
· Think before sending: Remind them that "disappearing" snaps can still be permanently saved via screenshots or secondary cameras.
· Only add real-life friends: Teach them not to accept friend requests from users they do not know in person.
· Report and block: Show them how to press and hold on a snap or profile to report harmful content or block malicious users immediately. 

If you have any concerns about your child being safe online and want to talk to us here at school please call 01695-721487 and ask to speak with Mr Grant.




