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Westbrook Old Hall Lesson Observation  
GROUP TIME/ADULT LED GUIDED ACTIVITIES
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Lesson observation form for the Early Years Foundation Stage
Date Lesson observed by

Lead teacher/practitioner Support assistants/ nursery 
nurses

Year group/class Time of day

Organisation of class
e.g. child initiated, adult 

led, groupings
Length of observation

Date Lesson observed by

Lead teacher/practitioner Support assistants

Year group/class Time of day

Organisation of class
e.g. groupings Length of observation

Number of children

Total Not on track FSM

SEN AG&T EAL

Boys Girls

Focus (main purpose of the activity):            Context (lesson objective or description of activity):

Previous targets/development points:

Context and purpose of activity
Motivate, inspire, engage, appropriate pace

Sharing of  learning objectives and purpose of activity
Explain the value of what is being learned and how it links to past/future learning so that many pupils 
recognise how the lesson builds on prior learning

Provide opportunities for children to explore learning objectives, outcomes and success criteria, sometimes 
determining success criteria for themselves (stage appropriate)
Children understand how learning relates to key concepts and skills they are developing
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Model skills/strategy
Clear and helpful modelling of skills/strategies/language/thinking/problem solving

Children have a go/practitioner scaffolds

- Clear and explicit instructions
- Discuss strategies and ideas
- Suggest possibilities and model approaches
- Open questioning to stimulate and clarify thinking
- Mistakes and misconceptions used positively to  
       facilitate further learning

Support children to: persevere, take risks, ask questions and problem solve
Facilitate peer learning 
Provide feedback on progress and achievement

Review time
(Bringing children back to revisit learning objectives and purpose of activity.)

Celebrate with the children their successes, learning/achievements and interests.

Encourage children to explain their thinking or ideas
Explain  to children how the learning can be consolidated and applied through independent activities

Feedback
Areas of strengths
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Areas for development/next steps Timescale

Observer

Signed...................................................................

Date.......................................................................

Teacher

Signed...................................................................

Date.......................................................................
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Westbrook Old Hall Lesson Observation 
CHILD INITIATED
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Lesson observation form for the Early Years Foundation Stage
Date Lesson observed by

Lead teacher/practitioner Support assistants/ nursery 
nurses

Year group/class Time of day

Organisation of class
e.g. child initiated, adult 

led, groupings
Length of observation

Date Lesson observed by

Lead teacher/practitioner Support assistants

Year group/class Time of day

Organisation of class
e.g. groupings Length of observation

Number of children

Total Not on track FSM

SEN AG&T EAL

Boys Girls

Focus (main purpose of the activity):            Context (lesson objective or description of activity):

Previous targets/development points:

THE LEARNING ENVIRONMENT
Do children have access to a high quality indoor and outdoor learning environment? 

       An environment that provides:
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DAILY ROUTINE
Do all children have uninterrupted time to explore their learning environment (indoors and outdoors) and 
become deeply involved in activities of their choice?
Is there a smooth transition from group times into continuous provision? Do practitioners support children to 
take ownership of their own learning and ultimately set their own goals?

ROLE OF THE ADULT

Feedback
Areas of strengths

Areas for development/next steps Timescale
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Observer

Signed...................................................................

Date.......................................................................

Teacher

Signed...................................................................

Date.......................................................................
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Westbrook Old Hall  
Phonics Lesson Observation  
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Phonics: discrete teaching and application
Date Lesson observed by

Lead teacher/practitioner Support assistants

Year group/class Time of day

Organisation of class
e.g. groupings Length of observation

Number of children

Total Not on track FSM

SEN AG&T EAL

Boys Girls

Prompts Notes
1. Revisit

Does the teacher 
ensure that children 
practise phonemes 
already taught?
Is it kept lively and 
fast-paced?
Are all pupils 
encouraged to 
participate?

2. Teach
Is the articulation of 
phonemes correct?
Are children 
required to articulate 
phonemes 
themselves, not just 
listen to the adult 
doing so?
Are the children 
taught the name of 
the letter?
Are the children 
shown clearly how to 
read and write the 
letter?
Are the children  
being taught how to 
blend and/or
segment?
Is there evidence of 
new learning, not just 
consolidation?

3. Practise
Do children have 
opportunities to 
practise saying the 
phoneme?
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Are they given 
opportunities to read 
the corresponding 
graphemes?
Are they given 
opportunities to 
blend phonemes to 
read words?
Are they given 
opportunities to 
segment words into 
phonemes/grapheme
s for spelling?
Are they given 
opportunities to write 
the letter?

4. Apply
Is there evidence 
that children have 
opportunities to apply 
their phonic 
knowledge and skills 
in purposeful reading 
and writing activities?
Do activities promote 
all four 
interdependent 
strands of language: 
speaking, listening, 
reading and writing?

Throughout the session:
Is the session multi-
sensory but tightly 
focused on the 
learning goal?
Is it kept fun and 
interactive?
Are props used 
effectively?
Is it kept short and 
focused?
Is it appropriate to the 
principles of EYFS 
practice?
Does the teacher 
observe carefully to 
assess individual 
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Feedback
Areas of strengths

Areas for development/next steps Timescale

Observer

Signed...................................................................

Date.......................................................................

Teacher

Signed...................................................................

Date.......................................................................
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Westbrook Old Hall Lesson Observation Form 
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Date Lesson observed by

Lead teacher/practitioner Support assistants

Year group/class Time of day

Organisation of class
e.g. groupings Length of observation

Number of children

Total Not on track FSM

SEN AG&T EAL

Boys Girls

Focus (main purpose of the activity):            Context (lesson objective or description of activity):

Previous targets/development points:
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Observer

Signed...................................................................

Date.......................................................................

Teacher

Signed...................................................................

Date.......................................................................
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