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July 2020 
 
Summer Term  
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
This letter would normally be reflecting on the many events that have been taking place in the summer term, 
as well as confirming the arrangements for the next academic year. 
 
Given the exceptional circumstances, you will appreciate this communication may be somewhat different, 
however whilst there may be adaptions we need to make, we wish to ensure our key values are not diluted. 
 
Our Y11 boys did depart without formally sitting their examinations, their results will be issued on August 
20th and the details of their arrangements have been issued directly to them. 
 
We would have normally welcomed our new Y7 and provided them with an on-site induction into the school.  
As it is, our pastoral team have been reaching out to the boys remotely to assist in their transition, and have 
hopefully addressed the questions families will have.  However, there is no substitute for the boys being on 
the school site, and, as such, we will need to provide some additional transition support at the beginning of 
September to Y7. 
 
Our current Y7 -10 boys, have been engaged in learning from home since March.  We are all aware of the 
challenges this has presented. It has not been easy, but the staff have endeavoured to provide the best 
support, both pastorally and academically during this extended period.  The support from families and 
engagement by the boys has been impressive.  The messages of appreciation have been welcomed as we 
have all striven to make this work as best we can.  The Y10 boys have engaged so positively in the 
additional face to face programme with staff and this will help their transition into Y11. 
 
The school has remained open throughout this period to a group of boys on site. Our staff have either 
maintained a full time commitment from school, or remotely, whilst they themselves have balanced the 
personal challenges within their own households.  I know many of you appreciate this. 
 
In terms of the September start we have had to make some arrangements based on what we know now.   
What I will stress is we all wish to return to full school attendance, without restriction, as soon as possible.  
However, the guidance from the DfE means we will have to make some adjustments.  All our boys will 
continue to access our broad and balanced curriculum.  Our site does place some limits on what we can 
achieve.  I would be misleading you if I claimed we had eliminated all risk, but what I will state is the 
arrangements we do have will reduce risk, whilst maintaining as strong an educational experience as we can 
manage.   
 
The essential component in all this will be our boys following the key messages and we hope you will 
emphasise these at home. 
 
Many of your questions are addressed on FAQ’s on the website https://www.westhillschool.co.uk/parents/covid-

19-coronavirus/covid-faqs 

 
These will be updated as a response to any changes in guidance ahead of September.  
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To reduce risks and prepare the boys for a successful restart, we will have staggered starts to the new 
academic year; 
 

 Y7 will start on  September 2nd  

 Y10 and Y11 will start on September 3rd  

 Y8 and Y9 will start on September 4th 

 
Some details are subject to change, but please be aware,  
 

 Boys should walk or cycle to school where possible. 

 Our start to the day will need all boys to arrive from 8.20 and go to their form area. 

 All boys will need to carry a personal hand sanitizer. 

 Movement around school will be restricted with directional signs. 

 We cannot provide our usual canteen facilities, there will be no breakfast or break time provision.  

Information regarding lunchtime arrangements will be communicated by Harrison Catering. 

 We will stagger departures from the school site. 

 Boys will need to keep to their year group bubbles and avoid mixing with others. 

 Parents and Carers must not enter the school site without an appointment. 

 
As you can appreciate this situation provides a challenge, and will continue to do so.  Our community is built 
around support and we need cooperation across all those involved to ensure we can make this work. 
 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
Mr A Owens 
Headteacher 
 


