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The Westleigh School
Overview
	Detail
	Information

	Academic year that this summary covers
	2026 - 2027

	Date this summary was published
	October 2026

	Date this summary will be reviewed
	July 2027

	Name of the school music lead
	Sylvie Lee

	Name of school leadership team member with responsibility for music (if different)
	Kris Burge

	Name of local music hub 
	Greater Manchester Music Hub

	Name of other music education organisation(s) (if partnership in place) 
	Wigan Music Service



This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our pupils across three areas – curriculum music, co-curricular provision and musical experiences – and what changes we are planning in future years. This information is to help pupils and parents or carers understand what our school offers and who we work with to support our pupils’ music education. 
[bookmark: _Toc357771640][bookmark: _Toc346793418]Part A: Curriculum music
	The Westleigh School has a well-structured and progressive music curriculum that aims to provide students with a solid foundation in musical understanding and skills. In Year 7, students are introduced to the basics of music-making, including performing using their voice, keyboard, and ukulele. This lays the groundwork for their musical journey.
In Year 8, students build upon their previous knowledge, exploring the origins and key features of Blues music, developing their ability to play a range of hooks and riffs. They also learn to play percussion during an energetic Samba unit. This diversifies their musical experiences and expands their repertoire.
Year 9 students delve deeper into various musical genres, including Hip Hop, Samba, and the music of Bob Marley. This allows them to develop a broader cultural understanding and awareness of music from around the world.
At Key Stage 4, students have the opportunity to study BTEC Music, which provides them with a more comprehensive and industry-focused music education. The BTEC curriculum covers theoretical and contextual aspects of music, performance skills, rehearsal techniques, and music technology. This prepares students for further development and potential careers in the music industry.
The Westleigh School allocates sufficient curriculum time for music, with Key Stage 3 students receiving one 60-minute lesson per week and Key Stage 4 students receiving three 60-minute lessons per week. This dedicated time ensures that students have ample opportunities to develop their musical skills and understanding.
The music department at The Westleigh School is committed to inclusion and equity, working closely with the SEND team to ensure that the curriculum is appropriately adapted to meet the individual needs of students, including those with complex needs and EHCPs. Additionally, the department actively engages and encourages students from disadvantaged backgrounds, recognising the transformative power of music and providing them with access to instrumental lessons and extracurricular activities.
Potential next steps:

· Explore opportunities to incorporate more cross-curricular connections within the music curriculum, such as integrating music with other subjects like history, geography, or literature.
· Investigate the feasibility of introducing more student-led or project-based learning activities, allowing students to take a more active role in shaping their musical experiences.
· Consider implementing regular formative assessments or self-reflection exercises to help students track their progress and set personal goals for improvement.



[bookmark: _Toc443397160]Part B: Co-curricular music
	The Westleigh School offers a range of co-curricular music activities to enrich the musical experiences of its students. These include a vocal group that meets on Tuesdays after school, a Rockschool group that gathers on Thursdays after school, and a Year 11 intervention session on Wednesdays after school.
In addition to these ensemble-based activities, the school provides individual music tuition, allowing students to learn instruments such as piano, guitar, saxophone, violin, drums, brass, and voice. This personalised approach supports the development of students' technical skills and musical expression.
The school also has dedicated music practice rooms, providing students with the necessary spaces to rehearse, collaborate, and explore their musical interests.
Potential next steps:
· Explore the possibility of expanding the range of co-curricular music offerings, such as introducing a student-led band or ensemble, a music production club, or a music technology-focused group.
· Investigate ways to increase student participation in co-curricular music activities, perhaps through targeted outreach, incentives, or by incorporating these opportunities into the school's enrichment programme.
· · Consider establishing partnerships with local music organisations or professionals to provide masterclasses, workshops, or mentorship opportunities for students, further enhancing their musical experiences


Part C: Musical experiences
	The Westleigh School provides its students with a range of musical experiences beyond the classroom. The school organises an annual whole-school performance and cabaret show, allowing students to showcase their talents and engage in collaborative music-making.
Additionally, the school hosts "Feel Good Fridays" and participates in college competitions, providing students with opportunities to perform and compete in a supportive and celebratory environment.
These musical experiences not only foster a sense of community and belonging but also help to develop students' confidence, teamwork skills, and appreciation for the performing arts.
Potential next steps:
· Explore the possibility of organising more frequent performance opportunities, such as lunchtime concerts, open mic events, or collaborations with local music venues or community organisations.
· Investigate ways to incorporate more student leadership and decision-making into the planning and execution of musical events, empowering students to take ownership of their experiences.
· · Consider expanding the range of musical experiences to include field trips to professional concerts, workshops with visiting artists, or collaborations with other schools or music groups.


In the future
	The Westleigh School is committed to ensuring that its music provision continues to evolve and meet the needs of its students. To this end, the school plans to maintain a focus on providing meaningful performance opportunities for its students.
Additionally, the school aims to facilitate at least one live music event per year, exposing students to professional performances and broadening their musical horizons.
These future plans demonstrate the school's dedication to nurturing a vibrant and inclusive music culture, where students can explore their talents, develop their skills, and engage with the broader musical community.
Potential next steps:
· Investigate the feasibility of establishing partnerships with local music venues, orchestras, or touring artists to provide more diverse and high-quality live music experiences for students.
· Consider implementing a system for gathering student feedback and input on the types of musical experiences they would like to have, ensuring that the school's offerings align with their interests and needs.
· Explore the possibility of incorporating virtual or hybrid music experiences, such as online masterclasses or collaborations with students from other schools, to expand the reach and diversity of the school's musical offerings.
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