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New headteacher Roger Farley with pupils Thomas Mitchell, six,and Macie Davies, four.
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A Blackpool primary school
has become an academy,
changing its name, uniform,
and headteacher.

Claremont Communi-
ty Primary School in North
Shore became Westminster
Primary Academy last week,
when the Fylde Coast Acad-
emy Trust (FCAT) formally
took control following a con-
sultationwith parents before
thesummer holidays.

Formerheadof
primary school
at the nearby
Unity Acad-
emy, Roger
Farley, has
also taken
charge for
the year, with
his predeces-
sor Kirsty Sutton
movingontoLancas-
ter Road Primary Schoolin
Morecambe.

The formerIT consultant
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Schools now
run by FCAT

said: “It’s been very good so
far. The staff have been very
supportive and the kids have
been wonderful.

“We are already a good
school; now we want it to get
outstandingasquicklyaspos-
sible.”

Children at the Westmin-
ster Road school were given
free jumpers, while pupilsin
Year Three to Six were given
free ties after governors said
the change in uniform ‘may
cause some financial chal-
lenges for families’.

Term-times have also
been altered, with a
shorter summer
break to marry
up with dates

at the other
FCATschools.
A further
change is the
school’sbuild-
ing. Workmen
wereinover the
summer to turn
anold toiletblock in-
to a classroom and office,
with new toilets being built
elsewhere.
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Before sheleft, Mrs Sutton
told parents in a newsletter
being the headteacher had
been ‘an absolute privilege’.

FCAT now has nine acad-
emies acrossthe Fylde coast.
Its tenth will be Armfield
Academy, set to open on the
old ArnoldsiteinSouth Shore
next September.

Stepping up

Roger previously taughtat
Moor Park, Marton, Layton, and
most recently Unity Academy.

School rated

‘good’ by Ofsted in 2015
followina an improvement.



