
13th December 2024 

 

 

Dates for your Diary 

December 

16th December – KS2 Christmas Carols by Candlelight (Parents Invited) 

18th December – EYFS & KS1 New Vic The Three Musketeers Trip 

18th December – KS2 Christmas Lunch 

20th December – Wear a Christmas Jumper Day 

20th December – School Closes 

January 2025 

6th January – Inset Day (School closed to pupils) 

7th January – School Opens 

10th January – Year 5 Bikeability 

15th & 16th January – Year 6 Bikeability 

20th Jan – 7th Feb – Year 3 & 4 Swimming Lessons 

All this information and more can be found under Events on our website 

https://www.wheelockprimary.co.uk/ 



Class News 

Cygnets and Pufflings 

A super week this week. We have been working hard in Literacy learning all about The Jolly 

postman and have been describing the character and setting. We used our imagination to 

plan a new vehicle for the Jolly Postman to be super speedy. In Maths, we have been 

strengthening our counting and subitising skills and have matched representations to 

numerals. We are getting so speedy with our subitising. We have been learning about why 

we celebrate Christmas and talking about different Christmas traditions. We took part in the 

elf run to raise money- thank you for all of the sponsorship money! Keep up the fabulous 

work, Reception! 

Goldfinches and Woodpeckers 

We've had a lovely festive week this week in year one. 

On Tuesday we enjoyed a delicious Christmas dinner, we made party hats and decorated 

Christmas bags. Today we all enjoyed the sponsored elf run and have raised lots of money 

for St Lukes. 

In literacy this week we finished writing up our instructions on how to get to the church. The 

children included lots of directional language and ended their instructions with a warning to 

the reader! 

In maths this week we have been focusing on what parts make up odd and even numbers. 

We realised that even numbers could have both odd and even parts but odd numbers have 

an even and an odd part but not two of the same. 

The children really enjoyed exploring different shades of green in art this week. They drew 

around their hands and then painted each finger with a different shade by mixing the 

primary colours together. 

In whole class read we explained how the lion would have felt after he sat on the iron. We 

learnt to draw a lion first and then wrote his feelings around the outside. 

In geography this week we conducted a survey to find out what we liked and disliked about 

our school playground. 

Owls and Robins 

Year 2 have had a fantastic week! 



The children started the week by visiting the local church for the “Hope Journey”. This was a 

wonderful experience linked to the children’s current RE topic, which allowed them to hear 

the story of the “First Christmas” from the perspective of different people! The children 

especially enjoyed hearing the donkey’s complaints about the long journey to Bethlehem, a 

crying baby and loud visitors all night! The children’s behaviour was exemplary and they 

represented the school exceptionally well, which was noted by some of the church 

volunteers - well done Year 2, you should be proud! 

In Literacy, the children have been thinking about diaries. We have been exploring the diary 

entry of a character from our story “The Night Gardener”. The children have considered: 

vocabulary choices, use of the “first person”, exclamation and question sentences and have 

begun thinking about writing in the first person themselves! We’re excited to see the 

children take this learning into their Hot Task, where they will be writing their own diary 

entry imagining that they have discovered a topiary in their garden! Can your child recall 

what a “topiary” is? 

In Whole Class Read, the children have enhanced their retrieval skills - answering true/false 

questions about Queen Victoria and making a poster recalling their knowledge on the 

‘Industrial Revolution’ which happened during Queen Victoria’s reign! 

In PSHE, the children have continued to think about character strengths during 

“myHappymind” sessions. This time, the children have focused on a strength we would like 

to improve! 

In Maths, the children began their new unit on “shape”. We have been focusing on 2D 

shapes - recognising and naming them, counting their sides and counting the “vertices” too! 

Can your child recall some of our key learning on this … What is a quadrilateral? What are 

vertices? 

In Science, the children have been continuing to think about being healthy - focusing on the 

importance of handwashing and germs! The children designed some creative posters to 

showcase their learning. 

On Thursday this week, the children thoroughly enjoyed the “Crafternoon Tea”! Thank you 

so much to all those who attended - we really appreciate the support and saw lots of fun 

had by all. We are especially proud of the children for performing 4 Christmas songs at the 

event that they have been practising throughout the half-term. The children worked very 

hard to learn the words, actions and sign-language! 

A massive WELL DONE to the Year 2 choir too, who have been busy performing this week. 

The children enthusiastically performed for the whole-school during assembly and did a 

truly wonderful job singing at the Merry Market too! All the lunchtime practises certainly 

paid off and you left many grown-ups feeling proud and teary-eyed! 



Sandpipers and Moorhens 

Year 3 have had another fabulous week! They have finished their Design and Technology, 

which was a poster all about volcanoes! They included an electrical circuit into their poster, 

which allowed a bulb to highlight something important from their information. They were 

great. The children have also finished their Maths unit of multiplication and division. They 

have really impressed all staff working with them, and we would love them to continue their 

practise on TTRockstars over the Christmas period. They have also completed their hot 

write; an explanation text all about volcanoes. They explained in detail where to find 

volcanoes, how they erupt, how they are formed and a few interesting facts! They have 

really immersed themselves into the topic of volcanoes over this half term. We have also 

spent some time this week practising for the carols by candlelight on Monday evening. We 

hope to see you and your child there!! One more week to go. Well done Year 3! 

Kingfishers and Lapwings 

Year 4 have had a great week! We all enjoyed the theatre visit on Tuesday and the children 

behaved brilliantly! In literacy we have continued to focus on the Kapok Tree and thought 

about the impact deforestation has on a range of different species and indigenous people of 

the Amazon rainforest. In science we have set up an experiment to explore the rate of 

evaporation using different liquids and will observe this over the next week. In French the 

children enjoyed creating their own French advent calendar showing off all of their learning 

for this term. We have also had a festive related RE session where the children have 

designed their own decoration that symbolises them. We have been practicing our 

Christmas carols in preparation for Monday - we hope that you can join us. Have a great 

weekend. 

Eagles, Hawks and Kestrels 

This week, we have started to write our newspaper articles for our hot task. The children are 

working hard to use formal language and keep the information factual. In maths, year 6 have 

been using measures whilst year 5 have been adding mixed number fractions. In science, we 

looked at the Sun, Earth and Moon and their orbits. During PSHE, we discussed if money 

matters and what makes us happy. In French, the children designed Christmas jumpers and 

wrote a sentence about them. During RE, we looked at stories that contain truths in them - 

like a moral. 

We have been practising carols in preparation for Monday evening. The children had a 

fantastic elf run today. We really love this annual event. 



We are hoping that all Year 5/6 classes will be in the new building by next week. We know 

Kestrels have been desperate to move in- we've just been waiting for some more furniture 

to be built so that it is safe for all of the children. 

Have a wonderful weekend- one more week!                 
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The Hive 

As Christmas approaches the craft activities have been based on this theme, thank you Kerry 

the wreath creations have been lovely, each child has loved this activity. We have seen many 

proud faces as they have shown their parents. 

In the main hall we watched catwalk roleplay games, Lego creations and on Thursday the 

train track was a huge hit with children of all ages. 

FOWS NEWSLETTER 

           News from FOWS            

A HUGE thank you to everyone who attended our Christmas Fair this week!  We hope you 

had a fabulous time full of festive cheer. We're thrilled to announce we raised around 

£2000—amazing! Your generosity and support mean the world to us. 

We feel incredibly blessed to have such a fantastic community of parents, teachers, and 

friends at Wheelock School. Your contributions help us provide those extra special touches 

and support trips and events that wouldn't be possible otherwise. Special thanks to our 

teachers, the magical FOWS team, and all the volunteers—whether planned or impromptu! 

We couldn't have done it without you. 

Congratulations to Jacob Fox for finding Paddington's sandwich and giving him a loving home, 

and a big shout out to our raffle winners—check your emails to collect your hampers as soon 

as you can! 

P.S. If you missed picking up your child's grotto gift, there are still some available. Just let us 

know at fowscontact@gmail.com. 

Wishing you all a Merry Christmas and a happy new year! 

Kind regards, 

Lisa Sumner 

Chairperson 

Friends of Wheelock School 

Free School Meals 

Please find below the link to apply for Free School Meals. If you do qualify for this it covers 

lots more than just the school meals therefore it may be worth taking a look. 

https://www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/schools/school-meals/free_school_meals.aspx 
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