
13th February 2026 

 

 

 

Dates for your Diary 

February 2026 

13th February – School Closes 

23rd February – School Opens 

24th February – Year 4 Library Visit 

March 2026 

5th March – FOWS Meeting at Barchetta 8pm 

13th March – FOWS Non-Uniform Day for Chocolate Donations 



19th March – FOWS Chocolate Bingo 

25th & 26th March – Parents Evening 

27th March – School Closes 

 

All this information and more can be found under Events on our website 

https://www.wheelockprimary.co.uk/ 

Childrens Mental Health Week 

This week, we took part in Children’s Mental Health Week, focusing on the theme of 

belonging. Throughout the week, the children explored what it means to belong, how we 

can make others feel included, and the importance of celebrating who we are. Our class 

activities sparked thoughtful discussions about friendships, community, and the small 

actions we can take every day to help others feel valued. 

We also held a fantastic bake sale, with children and families bringing in their favourite 

cakes and treats. Thanks to everyone’s generosity, we raised an amazing £347. 

To finish the week, the children came to school dressed as themselves, an activity that 

encouraged them to express their personalities and celebrate their individuality. It was 

wonderful to see such a colourful and joyful range of outfits! This event raised another 

fantastic amount, which will go directly towards supporting our myHappymind subscription. 

We encourage parents to continue exploring myHappymind at home. It offers excellent tools 

to support children’s wellbeing and provides helpful resources for parents. 

Here are some helpful links that you can use at home to support your child’s wellbeing. 

These resources offer guidance, activities, and tips for both children and parents, helping 

everyone feel more confident, calm, and connected. 

https://myhappymind.org/parent-resources 
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Internet Safety Day 

 

On Tuesday, we explored Artificial Intelligence (AI) and discovering how it is used in our 

everyday lives. We learned that AI helps with things like recognising voices, recommending 

videos, and even supporting us with schoolwork. We also discussed how important it is to 

use AI responsibly by checking facts, thinking critically, and never sharing personal 

information. 

Alongside this, we focused on internet safety. We looked at how to protect ourselves online 

by using strong passwords, keeping personal details private, and talking to a trusted adult if 

something doesn’t feel right. We also learned how to spot unreliable information and why 

it’s important to stay aware when using websites, social media, or AI tools. 

Overall, it was an exciting day of discovering how AI works and how we can stay safe while 

using technology every day. 



World Book Day 2026 

This year, we will celebrate World Book Day on Thursday 5th March. 

We haven't got a specific theme, but we would like to invite the children to come dressed as 

a book character, wearing pyjamas or they can wear school uniform if they would prefer.  If 

they have the book, which their character features in, they are welcome to bring this in or a 

favourite book which they would like to read with friends. 

During the day, we have lots of fun activities planned for the children such as shared reading 

time, decorating classroom windows in the theme of a book, book hunts, quizzes and lots 

more! 

We also have some tasks for you to support us with before the day too, where possible. 

We will be running a competition where the children can decorate a wooden spoon as a 

book character. They can paint, create accessories and costumes for it. If your child would 

like to enter, they need to bring their wooden spoon character with them on World Book 

Day with their name and class attached on to it. The reading ambassadors will be helping to 

judge the winning spoon. We will have a winner in each year group. I have attached some 

examples to inspire you: 

 

Last year, we held a book swap which proved to be extremely successful. We have decided 

to do it again this year. We are inviting the children to bring in a book, which they no longer 

want,  and swap it with one of their peers. This is a great way for the children to take home a 

'new' book. If you would prefer not to participate, that is fine. 

Your support is extremely appreciated in making this event such a positive day. Both the staff 

and children look forward to celebrating reading on Thursday 5th March! 

Happy costume hunting and spoon making! 

Kind regards, 

Mrs Sarah Landstrom 

Year 5 Class Teacher and Reading Subject Lead 



Class News 

Cygnets and Pufflings 

Reception have had a fantastic and very busy final week of half term - well done for all the 

hard work! We have enjoyed learning about Mental Health Week, the children have thought 

about safe places and people in their lives. We have linked this to our Drawing Club story, 

Ruby's Worry, and understand how important it is to talk to someone if you feel worried. On 

Tuesday it was Internet Safety Day and we looked at how to safely use a smart speaker - 

please ask your children what they have learnt! This week we have also spent time thinking 

about Chinese New Year, we have looked at how this is celebrated and what it means within 

Chinese culture. The children are in need of a rest after such a busy week! We hope you all 

have a lovely half term. Reception Team 

Goldfinches and Woodpeckers 

What a wonderful and busy half term it has been in Year 1! The children have worked 

incredibly hard across all subjects and should feel very proud of how much they have 

achieved. 

In Maths, we have now completed our unit on addition and subtraction within 20. The 

children have shown fantastic determination when using different strategies to solve 

number problems, and their confidence has grown brilliantly. 

In Phonics, everyone has been putting in great effort to strengthen their sounds and 

blending skills. Please continue to support this over the half term by enjoying plenty of 

reading together—every little bit makes a big difference! 

In Literacy, we have been writing full sentences inspired by Where the Wild Things Are. The 

children have really enjoyed exploring the characters and using their imaginations to bring 

their writing to life. 

In Music, we wrapped up our work on tempo through the story of The Snail and the Mouse, 

learning how music can move fast or slow to match a character ’s journey. Meanwhile, in 

WCR, we finished our unit on poetry, ending with a fun and lively poem all about pirates! 

Owls and Robins 

A fantastic final week in Year 2! 

This week in literacy the children have been busy creating their own set of instructions on 

how to build a habitat! We have been so impressed by the children’s creativity, handwriting 

and use of commands! 



In Maths, we have finished our unit on money. The children have been adding with money 

and finding change. 

In Science, the children looked at different food chains before creating their own. They also 

demonstrated their knowledge of our topic as a whole in their end of unit assessment. 

In PSHE, they were looking at our “No Outsiders” - Errol’s Garden. The children thought 

about different the strengths people have and chose who they would respectfully ask to 

help them if they were to create a garden. The children also worked together in small groups 

to design their own, accessible garden. 

In Whole Class Reading, the children have been looking at another Revolting Rhyme by 

Roald Dahl - Goldilocks! The children have: considered vocabulary; explained similarities and 

differences between the rhyme and the traditional tale of Goldilocks and The Three Bears; 

and have made predictions! 

The children thoroughly enjoyed completing some work for Safer Internet Day on Tuesday. 

The children had a talk from the Junior Safety Officers and then thought about how to use AI 

safely! 

One of the weeks highlights was RE where, as part of our Islam topic, many children enjoyed 

visiting the Mosque! The children who did not attend the visit, also got to learn more about 

Mosques and completed some fantastic work on this, in school! 

Finally, as part of Children’s Mental Health Week the children have enjoyed: the bake sale on 

Tuesday, today’s “Come as Yourself Day” and creating some class work on “belonging”. 

Enjoy the well-deserved rest over half-term, Year 2! We can’t wait to welcome you back on 

Monday 23rd! 

Sandpipers and Moorhens 

This week in Year 3 has been incredibly busy and full of fantastic learning! In Literacy, the 

children completed their Hot Write, creating their own magical potion recipes. They 

impressed us all with a fantastic plethora of new vocabulary and excellent descriptive 

features to enhance their writing. In Maths, we have continued exploring length, confidently 

converting between millimetres, centimetres and metres before adding and subtracting 

different lengths. In History, we delved into the world of the Roman army, learning some 

Latin commands, discussing why the Romans were so successful and exploring the lasting 

legacy they left behind, particularly their impact on British history. The children also took 

part in important internet safety activities, where they learned how to spot the difference 

between AI-generated and real images, why we must be mindful when using AI, and how to 

stay safe online. In Science, we conducted an exciting soil experiment to investigate which 

type of soil was the most and least permeable. Using funnels, filter paper and different soil 



samples, the children carefully measured how much water passed through over a set 

amount of time. They listened brilliantly to the instructions and worked hard to ensure it 

was a fair test. Well done, Year 3, for such a wonderful week of learning — enjoy a well-

deserved and restful half term! 

Kingfishers and Lapwings 

This week in Maths, we began an exciting new topic on length and perimeter. The Year 4 

children are now confident in understanding the difference between perimeter and area, 

and can successfully calculate the perimeter of rectilinear shapes. We have been really 

impressed with their growing mathematical reasoning skills. 

In Computing, we explored the fascinating world of stop motion animation. We watched 

clips from Wallace and Gromit to understand how this detailed technique is created. The 

children were amazed to learn that some simple scenes can take over a year to produce — 

and that a full film can take up to ten years! Inspired by this, we created our own stop 

motion animations. It has been a fantastic unit, and the class has thoroughly enjoyed their 

computing lessons this half term. 

In Science, we have been learning about the environmental impact of human activity on our 

planet. We discussed river pollution, the effects of global warming and climate change, and 

the growing problem of plastic pollution in our oceans. The children showed great 

thoughtfulness and maturity during these important discussions. 

In PSHE, we completed our No Outsiders book for this half term and created some 

wonderful posters celebrating how everyone is unique — and why being different is 

something to celebrate. During a practical lesson, each child was assigned a colour group 

with different rules. The “blue” group felt frustrated when the “red” group were allowed 

more freedom. This helped us explore feelings of fairness, equality and inclusion in a 

meaningful way. 

In Literacy, we have been analysing our new text linked to Arthur and the Golden Rope, 

focusing on Eleanor the Explorer. After half term, we are looking forward to writing our very 

own myth narratives. 

In Whole Class Reading, we have been enjoying Varjak Paw. The children have loved getting 

to know the characters, and we are all eager to continue the story next half term to discover 

how it ends! 



Kestrels and Red Kites 

This week in maths, we have shifted our focus to fractions and decimals. We have been 

looking at the relationship between them both. The children have been learning about 

numbers with up to three decimal places. 

In literacy, we finished writing our bargain letters. The children used some excellent 

persuasive language features and work hard not to write too much - they were learning not 

to over complicate their ideas. 

In music, we had great fun using the instruments to create our own call and response 

rhythms. During No Outsiders, we used the book 'Leaf' to discuss differences and how they 

can be positive. In RE, we thought about our own commitments and how these will change 

as we get older. During WCR, the children in Kestrels have finished reading Holes whilst Kites 

have read Room 13. Both stories captured the children's imagination. They thoroughly 

enjoyed them both. In history, we concluded our Tudor unit by looking at Tudor possessions 

and the value of them. Both classes had their final woodland sessions this week. They were 

wet and muddy - just what the children love! We have really enjoyed our time in the 

woodland - thank you to Mrs Moses and Miss Camm for supporting us! 

We thoroughly enjoyed listening to the junior safety officers on Tuesday for internet safety 

day. We explored AI and how images can be manipulated for fun but also the negatives of 

this. The children have enjoyed children's mental health week too. The cake sale went down 

extremely well. We have enjoyed playing games with classmates and looking at who makes 

us feel safe and happy. We finished the week in our own clothes that reflect our 

personalities. 

Kestrels said goodbye to Miss Dawson today, our student teacher who has been with us 

since October. The children have really enjoyed her supporting our class and we wish her 

lots of luck as she completes her teaching degree. 

We hope that you all have a wonderful half term. Enjoy the break and see you all in a week! 

Eagles and Hawks 

Year 6 have had an incredibly hardworking and rewarding end to the half term. Over the past 

week, the children have been exploring a wide range of subjects with real focus and 

enthusiasm. Teachers working with Year 6 have been especially impressed by the maturity 

and determination shown as the children tackled past SATs papers, applying themselves 

brilliantly and showing a clear commitment to improving their skills. 

In Maths, the children have been deepening their understanding of ratio, including work on 

scale factors and enlarging shapes. Their problem‑solving skills have really shone through. In 

History, they imagined what it might have been like if Henry VIII had visited Sandbach on a 



Royal Progress and produced engaging newspaper reports capturing the excitement and 

spectacle of such an event. In Music, the class have been studying film soundtracks, 

exploring how composers use music to convey mood and enhance on‑screen action, which 

has sparked some thoughtful discussions and creative listening. 

For Safer Internet Day, the children explored the role of AI in everyday life and considered 

how it could be used to make our school more sustainable. Their ideas were thoughtful, 

imaginative, and forward‑thinking. In Art, they were inspired by the work of Austrian artist 

and architect Friedensreich Hundertwasser, learning about creativity in architecture and 

experimenting with bold, expressive design. We wish all of Year 6 a very enjoyable and 

well‑deserved half term break. 

Praise 

Reception & Key Stage One 

 



Key Stage Two 



 



The Hive 

At the end of a busy term the children have been eager to share their achievements and 

exciting news of their expected adventures in the half term break. 

In the hall this week the children have been creative with the Straw game, lots of design 

builds have been constructed. The children have enjoyed have this extra space in the hall at 

the end of this term to play roleplay games and construction activities. 

In the KS1 room the children have been challenged with jigsaws and Lego activities. 

We have also managed a few sessions with small groups of children outdoors, hopefully the 

weather will be kind to us all next term and more time can be spent outdoors. 

The Hive Praise this week is awarded to Emilia and Riley for inspiring others with their 

creative ideas. 

Have a lovely Half Term holiday. 

FOWS NEWSLETTER 

Dates for your diary        

       Friday 13th March 

Non uniform day in exchange for a chocolate donation 

        Thursday 19th March 

        Chocolate Bingo!        

Two sittings available - 4.30-5.45pm and 6.15-7.30pm 

Tickets will be on sale after half term 

We hope to see you at our next meeting on Thursday 5th March at 8pm, held at Barchetta 

              

From the whole team here at FOWS, we hope you have a wonderful half term break and see 

you in the spring! 

Kind regards, 

Lisa Sumner 

Chairperson 

fowscontact@gmail.com 

mailto:fowscontact@gmail.com


 

Free School Meals 

Please find below the link to apply for Free School Meals. If you do qualify for this it covers 

lots more than just the school meals therefore it may be worth taking a look. 

https://www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/schools/school-meals/free_school_meals.aspx 

https://www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/schools/school-meals/free_school_meals.aspx


New Spring Term Menu 

 

NHS – Neurodiversity Support Pathway 

Please find below a link to the Neurodiversity Support Pathway. This is where support is 

available for families of children and young people who may be neurodivergent. 

https://www.cheshireandmerseyside.nhs.uk/your-place/cheshire-east/neurodiversity-

support-pathway 

https://www.cheshireandmerseyside.nhs.uk/your-place/cheshire-east/neurodiversity-support-pathway
https://www.cheshireandmerseyside.nhs.uk/your-place/cheshire-east/neurodiversity-support-pathway


Autism Family Support Service 

 

Attendance & Morning Drop-Off Reminder 

We kindly remind all parents and carers of the following morning routines and attendance 

expectations: 

• Gates open at 8:30am 

• Classroom doors open at 8:35am 

• The register is taken at 8:45am 

Pupils arriving after 8:45am will be marked as late. 



Arrivals after 9:15am will be recorded as an unauthorised absence, as in line with our 

attendance policy. 

All absences must be reported by 9:30am on the day of absence. Please contact the school 

office directly to inform us. 

Thank you for your continued support in helping us maintain excellent attendance and 

punctuality. 

Please note that the school car park is designated for staff and deliveries only. It 

should not be used for dropping off children who arrive late. This helps ensure safety and 

smooth operations during school hours. 

Thank you for your cooperation and understanding. 

Community News 
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