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Dates for your Diary 

October 2026 

19th October – Year 4 Swimming – Kingfishers 

20th October – Year 5 Viking Workshop 

22nd October – Year 5/6 Football Tournament 

23rd October – Year 4 Swimming – Lapwings 

23rd October – School Closes 

All this information and more can be found on the School Calendar under Events on our 

website 

https://www.wheelockprimary.co.uk/ 

https://www.wheelockprimary.co.uk/


Pupil Premium – Are You Eligible? 

 

Harvest Collection 

This year we are supporting out local food bank to collect donations. This is linked to our 

Harvest celebration in school and links well to our school values; believe, belong and be kind. 

We will start collecting the donations from today and send donations to the food bank by 

the half term holidays. 

Please send any donations in with your child or to the main office. 

Thanks again 

Mrs Davenport 



 

FOWS Christmas Fundraiser 

 



Class News 

Cygnets and Pufflings 

Drawing Club this week has focused on the story The Something, where a little boy loses his 

ball down a mysterious hole in his garden. The children thoroughly enjoyed our Adventure 

Time discussions, sharing their ideas about what might be lurking down the hole, how we 

could rescue the ball, and what might have created such a curious mystery! 

In phonics, we have now learnt all but two of our single-letter sounds and are making 

fantastic progress. We are continuing to practise lots of Fred Talk and oral blending to 

support the children as they prepare for their early reading journey. 

In maths, we have been exploring how the same number can be represented in different 

ways, such as 3 dots, 3 cubes or 3 claps. We have also introduced the concept of zero and 

continued to develop our super subitising skills, helping the children to recognise quantities 

quickly and confidently. 

A definite highlight of the week was our visit from the Fire Service, as well as learning about 

the important role of a radiographer. We are continuing our topic on People Who Help Us 

next week and are looking forward to welcoming some more exciting visitors into school. 

We can hardly believe that we are nearly at the end of our first half term! We are incredibly 

proud of the progress the children have made, the friendships that are blossoming, and how 

settled and confident they have become in their new school environment. Well done, 

Pufflings and Cygnets!     

Goldfinches and Woodpeckers 

What a wonderful week we have had in Year 1! 

This week marked our final visit to the woodlands. The children had a fantastic time toasting 

marshmallows around the fire and enjoyed reflecting on all the exciting learning and 

adventures they have experienced during our woodland sessions this term. 

In Maths, we have completed our unit on Numbers to 10, focusing on part-whole models 

and understanding how numbers can be split into different parts. The children have worked 

incredibly hard and made great progress. To continue practising number bonds to 10 at 

home, we recommend using the Hit the Button game: https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-

games/hit-the-button 

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button


 

In Whole Class Reading, we have begun exploring our new text, Oi Frog!. The children 

enjoyed studying the front cover and making predictions about what they think the story 

might be about. We are looking forward to reading more of this fun book next week. 

In PSHE, we discussed our classroom rules and talked about how our actions can have 

consequences. The children shared some thoughtful ideas and demonstrated a good 

understanding of how positive choices help everyone to learn and feel happy and safe. 

We are also very proud of the children for their efforts in their recent phonics assessments. 

They have all worked extremely hard and have made excellent progress. Please continue to 

practise their phonics sounds at home, whilst also focusing on reading fluently and 

increasing reading speed. Remember, children should aim to read at least 5 times each week 

if possible. Regular reading practice really does make a huge difference to their confidence 

and progress. 

Thank you for your continued support. We hope you have a lovely weekend! 

Owls and Robins 

This week in literacy, we have completed our hot writes. The children have written a letter 

where they focused on giving advice to Tom (our character) about visiting the jungle. They 

have been using apostrophes for possession as well as adverbs. We have been really pleased 

with how the children have tried to stretch their sentences by using conjunctions too. 

In maths, we have continued to focus on addition and subtraction. In particular, we have 

looked at adding where we bridge over the 10. We have been using number bonds to 10 to 

support us. For examples, 8+ 6. We have encouraged 8+2 so this makes 10 and then adding 

the remaining 4. We have set some purple mash work this week that supports quick recall of 

bonds to 10. 

In RE, we have finished our unit on kindness. We discussed how Christians show kindness 

but how we also show it during our daily lives. In PSHE, we have taken some time to explore 

our brains in My Happy Mind. We are learning how our brain develops through experiences. 

In history, the children decided whether they would prefer to go to school in the past or 

today. It was a unanimous vote for modern day education! We have been enjoying 

completing personal challenges in PE. During science, we completed our end of unit quiz for 

materials. The children can discuss the properties of different materials such as strong or 

flexible. 



It has been great to see the children demonstrate what they have learn this week. They are 

showing that they have listened carefully during teaching time and an talk about this half 

terms wok. Well done Year 2! You’ve had a fantastic week! 

Sandpipers and Moorhens 

What a wonderful week we have had in Year 3! 

In Literacy, we have now completed our Iron Man trap explanation texts. The children have 

worked incredibly hard throughout this unit, carefully developing their writing skills and 

applying everything they have learnt. We have been particularly impressed with the fantastic 

improvements in presentation and handwriting, as well as the effort the children have put 

into producing their very best work. 

In Maths, we have continued our learning on addition and subtraction with exchanges. The 

children have shown great determination when tackling more challenging calculations and 

have particularly enjoyed using Base 10 equipment to help deepen their understanding and 

solve problems practically. 

In History, Science and RE, the children have completed their end-of-unit assessments, 

providing an opportunity to consolidate and showcase everything they have learnt this half 

term. Their enthusiasm for learning has really shone through, and they have thoroughly 

enjoyed exploring our Autumn 1 topics. In History, we learnt about the Stone Age, while in 

Science we investigated the human body and animals, developing our knowledge and 

understanding through a range of engaging activities. 

In DT, we have begun our exciting new packaging project. The children thoroughly enjoyed 

investigating and taking apart different examples of product packaging to explore how 3D 

shapes can be unfolded into nets. They have now started designing their own packaging and 

are looking forward to creating a final product for a healthy snack over the coming weeks. 

Thank you for your continued support. We hope you have a lovely weekend! 

Kingfishers and Lapwings 

It has been great to see Year 4 applying everything they have learnt in their writing this week 

as the children complete their own newspapers. We have seen some fantastic journalistic 

writing and creativity! 

In maths we have focused on subtraction with exchanges and then begun to look at efficient 

strategies for calculations. There has been a lot of resilience and concentration seen in 

lessons. 



This week the children have enjoyed some Rock and Roll in music! I'm sure they would love 

to show you the hand jive if you ask them! 

In art we have looked at creating tone and texture through different shading techniques as 

well as how composition impacts your final artwork. They have then designed their own 

collages using wrappers from food items in the style of the artist Beatriz Milhaze. 

We have also had a focus on active listening this week and we can see the children are really 

trying to develop this skill. Engagement in lessons has been brilliant! 

Well done for another great week. Have a lovely weekend. 

Kestrels and Red Kites 

Another fantastic but busy week in Year 5! Here is a look at what we have been learning… 

In English, we have been exploring the key features of a formal log. The children have 

practiced using relative clauses, relative pronouns, technical vocabulary, and parentheses to 

add clear, precise detail. We are really proud of their progress and can't wait to share their 

final pieces of writing with you once they are complete. 

In Maths, we wrapped up our unit on addition and subtraction. We finished by tackling one- 

and two-step word problems, missing-number puzzles, and comparison questions. Next 

week, we will begin our unit on multiplication and division, where the children's hard work 

on their times tables will certainly come in handy! 

In Science, we concluded our unit on Earth and Space. We finalised our findings from our 

shadow investigation to demonstrate how the Earth rotates on its axis. Tracking our 

measurements throughout the day proved slightly tricky with the cloud cover, but the 

children persevered and gathered enough data to see how the Sun's position causes 

shadows to change length and direction over time. 

In RE, we explored how followers of Sanatana Dharma (Hinduism) express commitment to 

their faith, and we reflected on how we demonstrate commitment to our own school values. 

Each child created a personal "commitment tree," focusing on kindness, respect, 

responsibility, belonging, aspiration, and self-belief. 

We are very excited for our Viking Workshop next Tuesday! We cannot wait to see the 

children's fantastic costumes and dive into life as true Vikings. Practical days like this are so 

memorable for the children, and they simply wouldn't be possible without your wonderful 

support at home—thank you so much for all the effort that has gone into costumes and 

preparation. 

PE Notice: Because of Tuesday's workshop, PE will take place on Friday afternoon (23.10.26) 

instead. Please ensure children come to school wearing their PE kit on Friday. 



Have a wonderful weekend everyone! 

Eagles and Hawks 

Another busy week of learning has taken place in Year 6, with the children continuing to rise 

to the challenges of the curriculum and showcase their hard work and resilience. 

In Maths, we have been developing our understanding of the order of operations using 

BODMAS, as well as applying a range of mental calculation strategies to solve problems 

efficiently. The children have impressed us with their growing confidence when tackling 

increasingly complex calculations. 

In Literacy, the children have been working on their hot task, writing an explanation text 

about how either an iguana or a giant tortoise is adapted to survive and thrive in its 

environment. They have worked hard to use scientific vocabulary, clear organisation and 

detailed explanations to demonstrate their understanding of adaptation. 

Our Science lessons have focused on the theory of evolution, using horses as a case study to 

explore how species can change over millions of years. The children were fascinated to learn 

how the ancestors of modern horses looked very different and how adaptations helped 

them survive as their environments changed over time. 

We are looking forward to next week, when the children will be completing their 

explanation texts and putting the finishing touches to some excellent pieces of writing 

during the final week of the half term. 

Well done, Year 6, for another week of enthusiasm, determination and excellent learning! 



Praise 

Reception & Key Stage One 

 



Key Stage Two 



 



The Hive 

The children have had a lovely time at our Before and After School Club, enjoying 

opportunities to play together, build friendships and explore a variety of fun activities. 

Indoors, the children have enjoyed sharing their LEGO building skills, using their creativity 

and imagination to construct all sorts of wonderful creations. The dressing-up area has been 

a great favourite, allowing the children to take on different roles and enjoy imaginative play 

together. We have also seen lots of lovely moments of the children colouring, sharing 

resources and chatting with their friends. 

When outdoors, the children have made the most of the space by enjoying ball games and 

playing on the outdoor equipment. It has been wonderful to see them keeping active, 

working together and having fun in the fresh air. 

As the seasons change and the weather becomes colder, we will be moving our outdoor 

activities into the school hall, where the children can continue to enjoy fun games, physical 

activities and opportunities to play together in a warm, welcoming environment. 

We look forward to sharing lots more fun, laughter and happy memories with the children in 

the coming weeks! 

FOWS NEWSLETTER 

🎄 Christmas Fair – Save the Date! 

Planning is already underway for our FOWS Christmas Fair! 

       Thursday 10th December 2026 

We’re busy putting together plans to make this year’s fair a fantastic festive event for our 

children, families and school community. More information will be coming soon, so keep an 

eye out! 

🌈 Rainbow Raffle is coming! 

We’re excited to be launching our Rainbow Raffle again! 

To help us create our colourful class hampers, we’ll be holding a: 

🌈 Non-Uniform Day 

       Friday 20th November 2026 



Children are invited to come to school in non-uniform and bring along a coloured donation 

for their class hamper. 

Each class will be given a colour, and we’ll share the class colours and some donation ideas 

nearer the time. 

The donated goodies will be used to create our fantastic Rainbow Raffle hampers for the 

Christmas Fair!      

📣 Next FOWS Meeting 

Our next meeting will be: 

       Thursday 12th November 2026 

        7:30–8:00pm start 

     Barchetta Restaurant, Wheelock 

New members are always welcome! 

There’s absolutely no pressure to attend every meeting. Whether you can help regularly or 

just occasionally at events, we’d love to have you involved. 

Thank you for continuing to support Friends of Wheelock School (FOWS). Every bit of 

support helps us raise money and create some brilliant experiences for our children and 

school.     

We hope to see you soon! 

Friends of Wheelock School (FOWS) 



 

SEND Information 

This is a great padlet for parents from CEAT (Cheshire East Autism Team), please find the 

link below. 

CEAT Parent/Carer Padlet 

https://padlet.com/theautismteam/ceat-parent-carer-padlet-q710f2dw3cql5c2k


 

 



 

 



Safeguarding and Parenting Support 

You Are Not Alone - A supportive community for parents and carers 

You Are Not Alone is an online support service for parents and carers who have a child 

diagnosed (or suspected) with autism and/or PDA. They are offering a whole month 

free access to a warm, understanding community for parents and carers seeking support, 

connection and practical guidance. This safe, welcoming space offers help with meltdowns, 

emotional regulation, education and everyday challenges, right from the start. 

You’ll have full access to weekly live dropins, a rich library of videos, articles and podcasts, 

and a supportive WhatsApp group to connect throughout the week. Even one month of 

steady support can help you feel less isolated, more confident, and better equipped to 

advocate for your child. 

Follow the link for further information https://www.youarenotalone.community/ 

Free School Meals 

Please find below the link to apply for Free School Meals. If you do qualify for this it covers 

lots more than just the school meals therefore it may be worth taking a look. 

https://www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/schools/school-meals/free_school_meals.aspx 

Autumn Term Menu 

 

https://www.youarenotalone.community/
https://www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/schools/school-meals/free_school_meals.aspx


New Autumn Term 2 Menu 

 

Community News 
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