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Dates for your Diary 

September 2026 

21st September – Year 4 Swimming - Kingfishers 

23rd September – Tempest Individual Photos 

24th September – Year 5/6 Boy’s Football Tournament 

28th September – Year 4 Swimming – Lapwings 

All this information and more can be found on the School Calendar under Events on our 

website 

https://www.wheelockprimary.co.uk/ 

https://www.wheelockprimary.co.uk/


Class News 

Cygnets and Pufflings 

This week in Reception has been full of exciting learning and lots of achievements! 

In Phonics, we have continued our learning journey and have now learnt our first five sounds. 

The children have been practising both reading and writing these sounds and are becoming 

increasingly confident at recognising them. We are so proud of how enthusiastically they are 

taking part and developing their early reading and writing skills. 

We have also begun our Drawing Club adventure. Drawing Club is a creative approach to 

literacy that encourages children to develop their imagination, storytelling, vocabulary and 

early writing skills. Each week, the children explore exciting stories, characters and 

adventures before drawing, discussing and creating their own ideas through pictures and 

writing magic codes. 

In Maths, we have been learning about sorting. The children enjoyed sorting objects into 

different groups and explaining their sorting rules to their friends. We have also been 

comparing groups of objects using the mathematical language ‘more’ and ‘fewer’, helping to 

build our understanding of quantity and number. 

Our topic work has focused on emotions and wellbeing. We have been discussing how it is 

normal to experience lots of different feelings and that all emotions are okay. Together, we 

explored ways we can help ourselves when we are feeling different emotions, as well as how 

we can show kindness and support to our friends. We have also been learning about self-

portraits. Using mirrors, the children carefully observed their own features and created 

fantastic self-portraits. They showed great concentration and attention to detail while 

celebrating what makes each of us unique. 

It has been another wonderful week in Reception, and we are incredibly proud of how much 

the children have already learnt and how confidently they are settling into school life. We 

can't wait to see what next week brings! 

Goldfinches and Woodpeckers 

This week in Literacy, we have continued our work on Old Bear. The children have been 

thinking carefully about the characters' feelings and discussing how they might feel in 

different parts of the story. They have shown great empathy and have enjoyed sharing their 

ideas. 



In Maths, we have continued exploring numbers to 10. The children have been finding 1 

more and 1 less than a given number and comparing numbers using mathematical language 

such as greater than and less than. 

In PSHE, we discussed what makes a happy learning environment in our school. The children 

shared some fantastic ideas about kindness, respect, helping others and making everyone 

feel welcome. 

During Whole Class Reading, we read Not Now, Bernard and thought about the character of 

the monster. The children considered how the monster might behave, move and eat, using 

evidence from the story to support their ideas. 

In Science, the children investigated different materials and sorted objects according to what 

they were made from. They also explored the properties of materials, discussing questions 

such as whether materials like metal and glass can be bent. 

The children had another wonderful session in the woodlands this week, where they 

focused on weaving. They demonstrated excellent fine motor skills and showed great 

perseverance as they carefully threaded and wove materials to create their own designs. 

Well done, Year 1, for another fantastic week of learning! 

Owls and Robins 

This week in literacy, the children have analysed the model text. We have explored how 

sentences are started and looked at the features of a text. We looked at how the author 

crafts the text by using conjunctions and expanded noun phrases. We have also been 

working on joining two letters at a time in handwriting. 

In maths, we have been using number lines to count in tens and in between 10s also. We 

looked at what numbers come between 50 and 60 for example. We also use expanded forms 

to find numbers to 100 such as 40 + 5 = 45 but 30 + 15 = 45 too. 

In science, we used material munchers to organise what different objects are made from. In 

PSHE, we looked at rights and responsibilities. The children talked about who is responsible 

when things happen such as making a mess. During history, we thought about what we want 

to ask people about schools in the past. The children are intrigued about behaviours and 

also what they learnt historically. In art, we used rubbings to create different patterns. The 

children have enjoyed reading The Invisible and/or The Proudest Blue in WCR. In RE, we 

talked about kindness by using the story of Zacchaeus. 

We have had a lovely week in Year 2. The children have been immersed in the learning, and 

we are starting to see them challenge themselves too. Have a wonderful weekend everyone! 



Sandpipers and Moorhens 

This week, Year 3 have continued to thoroughly enjoy exploring The Iron Man by Ted Hughes. 

In literacy, we have deepened our understanding of the story and have now begun planning 

our own threat narratives. We have been developing our use of expanded noun phrases, 

conjunctions and similes to make our writing more descriptive and engaging. 

In Maths, we have continued to develop our understanding of place value in three-digit 

numbers. We have explored number lines, including solving missing-number problems, 

comparing numbers and identifying numbers up to 1,000. 

In Science, we planned and carried out our first practical investigation. We investigated 

whether people with longer legs jump further and whether people with longer arms can 

throw further. The children enjoyed making predictions, carrying out the tests and thinking 

carefully about how we could make our investigation fair and reliable. 

In History, we travelled back to prehistoric times to explore Skara Brae. We used 

archaeological evidence to find out more about how people lived and what their homes may 

have looked like. The children particularly enjoyed our 3D model immersion activity, which 

helped bring the prehistoric settlement to life and gave them a fascinating insight into 

everyday life during prehistory. 

In French, we have been learning some useful French greetings, practising how to say hello, 

goodbye and introduce ourselves. Year 3 have been developing their football skills, with a 

particular focus on dribbling with control and improving the accuracy of our passing and 

shooting. It has been another fantastic week in Year 3, with the children showing great 

enthusiasm, curiosity and resilience across all areas of their learning. We are incredibly 

proud of the progress they are making! 

Kingfishers and Lapwings 

Year 4 have had another busy and brilliant week! We are now full immersed with topics 

across all of our curriculum subjects. In literacy we continue to focus on 'The Whale' text and 

children have produced excellent setting descriptions of a storm in the ocean. We have then 

focused on analysing the example text to identify language features and writer's knowledge. 

In maths our focus has remained on Place Value with emphasis on using number lines with 

numbers to 10, 000. The children have enjoyed learning about teeth in science, and we have 

set up an investigation to see the effect that different liquids have on the health of our teeth. 

In PSHE this week we have thought about our role within school and what we can take 

responsibility of within the school environment. All the children enjoyed their first swimming 

session and are looking forward to next week already! Homework has been set this week, 

and you will find all passwords within their books. We hope you have a lovely weekend. 



Kestrels and Red Kites 

Week 3 is already at its end, what a fantastic time we've had. In literacy, the children have 

continued their exploration of space and the book Curiosity. As well as recapping on the 

rules of speech, they have developed their technical vocabulary and began to use their 

expanded lexicon in character description. Maths has seen the very quick expansion of their 

number knowledge as they begin to bridge the gap from thousands in year 4, to millions in 

Year 5, ordering and comparing numbers thinking about place value. 

Music has been a blast, and the children have loved hearing an absolute banger from The 

Bangles 'Walk Like an Egyptian' and making their own graphic scores. 

Other notable highlights this week have been art where they have continued to learn about 

retrofuturism and RE with deepening their understanding of Hinduism. 

And finally - many children now know the order of the planets. Ask your child if they know 

the order from closest to furthest from the sun. If not, help them to come up with a handy 

mnemonic. As a child I remember coming up with one in Year 6. 

Mercury Venus Earth Mars Jupiter Saturn Uranus Neptune (Pluto) 

Middlesbrough Versus Everton Merson Just Scored Under Nigel (Pearson) 

Good luck and have a great weekend! 

Eagles and Hawks 

It has been another busy week in Year 6 as we continue to get to grips with the exciting Year 

6 curriculum. In Maths, we have been developing our understanding of column methods for 

addition and subtraction, while also beginning to explore the factors of different numbers. 

The children have shown great determination when tackling increasingly challenging 

calculations and reasoning tasks. 

In Literacy, we have been planning our exploration narratives, which we will begin writing 

next week. Inspired by our learning about Charles Darwin, the children have been 

developing ambitious vocabulary and descriptive phrases to help them write about Darwin 

discovering a new species of animal. We are looking forward to seeing their creativity shine 

through in their final pieces. 

Our science lessons have continued to focus on Evolution and Inheritance. This week, we 

explored how different animals are adapted to survive and thrive in their habitats, 

considering how particular features help living things meet the challenges of their 

environment. 



In Music, we have been listening to and responding to Fingal's Cave, exploring the musical 

elements of dynamics, pitch and texture. The children have enjoyed discussing how 

composers use these features to create atmosphere and convey different moods. 

Well done, Year 6, for another week of hard work and enthusiasm! Keep it up! 

Praise 

Reception & Key Stage One 

 



Key Stage Two 



 



The Hive 

The children have had a fantastic time at our Afterschool Club! They have enjoyed taking 

part in a variety of activities, including role-play games, chess and colouring. 

They children have had lots of fun playing ball games, getting active and enjoying the fresh 

air. It has been wonderful to see the children making new friends, sharing games and 

enjoying time together. 

Well done to everyone for making our club such a happy and fun place to be! 

FOWS NEWSLETTER 

 



 

Safeguarding and Parenting Support 

 



You Are Not Alone - A supportive community for parents and carers 

You Are Not Alone is an online support service for parents and carers who have a child 

diagnosed (or suspected) with autism and/or PDA. They are offering a whole month 

free access to a warm, understanding community for parents and carers seeking support, 

connection and practical guidance. This safe, welcoming space offers help with meltdowns, 

emotional regulation, education and everyday challenges, right from the start. 

You’ll have full access to weekly live dropins, a rich library of videos, articles and podcasts, 

and a supportive WhatsApp group to connect throughout the week. Even one month of 

steady support can help you feel less isolated, more confident, and better equipped to 

advocate for your child. 

Follow the link for further information https://www.youarenotalone.community/ 

Free School Meals 

Please find below the link to apply for Free School Meals. If you do qualify for this it covers 

lots more than just the school meals therefore it may be worth taking a look. 

https://www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/schools/school-meals/free_school_meals.aspx 

Autumn Term Menu 
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