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Dates for your Diary 

January 2026 

26th January – KS2 Author Visit 

27th January – Year 5 Library Visit 

29th & 30th January – Year 5 Bikeability (Rescheduled) 

February 2026 

6th February – Whole School Number Day 

10th February – Whole School Internet Safety Day 

12th February – Year 2 Mosque Trip 



24th February – Year 4 Library Visit 

All this information and more can be found under Events on our website 

https://www.wheelockprimary.co.uk/ 

Climate Action Sustainability Newsletter 

 

Attendance & Morning Drop-Off Reminder 

We kindly remind all parents and carers of the following morning routines and attendance 

expectations: 

• Gates open at 8:30am 

• Classroom doors open at 8:35am 

https://www.wheelockprimary.co.uk/


• The register is taken at 8:45am 

Pupils arriving after 8:45am will be marked as late. 

Arrivals after 9:15am will be recorded as an unauthorised absence, as in line with our 

attendance policy. 

All absences must be reported by 9:30am on the day of absence. Please contact the school 

office directly to inform us. 

Thank you for your continued support in helping us maintain excellent attendance and 

punctuality. 

Please note that the school car park is designated for staff and deliveries only. It 

should not be used for dropping off children who arrive late. This helps ensure safety and 

smooth operations during school hours. 

Thank you for your cooperation and understanding. 

Class News 

Cygnets and Pufflings 

This week in Reception, the children have been full of creativity and curiosity! In Drawing 

Club, they have been mesmerised by the animation Pingu. We have been drawing penguins 

and igloos and using our imaginations to think about what else Pingu might make with the 

snow and how else he might travel across the snow! 

In Maths, we have focused on the numbers 6 and 7, learning the quickest way to show these 

on our fingers – see if your child can show you at home! The children have learnt that 6 is 

made of 5 and 1, and 7 is made of 5 and 2. They are becoming subitising superstars, 

confidently recognising spot patterns just by looking. 

In our topic work, we explored nocturnal animals before moving on to Antarctica. The 

children loved sharing their facts and showing what they know about this cold and 

fascinating place. 

Have a lovely weekend. 

Goldfinches and Woodpeckers 

We’ve had a really busy and fun week in Year One, with lots of super learning happening! 



In Literacy, the children have been planning and writing their own environment stories based 

on our book The Last Tree in the City. They’ve been trying hard to use lots of new vocabulary 

they’ve learnt, and it’s been lovely to see their ideas coming to life. 

In Maths, we learnt a brandnew word – estimation! The children have been estimating 

where numbers belong on a number line to 20 and comparing different numbers to 20 using 

the language we have been practicing. 

In Whole Class Reading, we’ve been enjoying Chocolate Cake. The children have used 

pictures to help them summarize the story and have been answering retrieval questions by 

finding clues in the text. 

In RE, we started learning about promises in Judaism and talked about why trust is so 

important when you make a promise or agreement. The children also thought about and 

shared their own promises, which led to some really thoughtful conversations. 

In History, we talked about how we can learn about our own history. The children created a 

Year One memory box, filling it with special moments and memories from their time in Year 

One so far. 

We hope you all have a lovely, relaxing weekend and we can’t wait for more learning and fun 

next week! 

Owls and Robins 

A wonderful week in Year 2! 

This week in Literacy, the children have been “analysing”. They have identified features of 

finding narratives and looked at what the writer of our WAGOLL has done well in their 

writing. The children have also designed and described their own creature ahead of next 

week when they’ll write their own finding narrative! 

It has been a tricky week in Maths and we’ve been wowed by the resilience shown as we’ve 

tackled: faces, edges & vertices of 3D shapes! Well done Year 2 - you’ve tried very hard with 

this new learning! 

In Science, the children looked at our microhabitats in our school! 

In PSHE, teamwork was the focus again as the children worked with a partner to create a 

bird out of materials! We saw lots of great communication and sharing of jobs when they did 

this! 

In History, the children learned about “historical significance” and were great at naming 

people who fit into this category. The children then freeze-framed the historically significant 

moment when The Wright Brothers completed the first flight! 



We’ve been busy in whole class reading - retrieving information from poems, using our 

inference skills to make wanted posters and using our explaining skills to choose 3 animals 

who could go to a party together! 

In RE, the children continued to look at names for Allah. 

Finally in Music, the children have been practising their singing - we looked at the song 

“Lavenders Blue” this week and recapped last weeks song “My Bonnie Lies Over the Ocean”. 

Keep up the hard work year 2! 

Sandpipers and Moorhens 

This week in Literacy the children have used all their knowledge gathered from climate 

action day on plastic pollution in our oceans to write a letter to the Earth using our vehicle 

text 'Dear Earth'. The children have learnt to carefully select vocabulary, structure ideas and 

use emotive language. In maths, the children have really had to dip into their times table 

knowledge to tackle expanded written methods for 2d x 1d numbers, as well as using 

exchange to divide. In science, we have had another fun week exploring properties of rocks 

to test durability, hard-wearing and whether it is permeable. In music, the children learnt to 

perform as an ensemble playing different ostinato patterns inspired by the mountain music 

we have analysed previously. We have started our new unit in French where children have 

been learning animal vocabulary. In computing, we have been learning how to code using 

maps. 

Kingfishers and Lapwings 

In Literacy, we explored the feelings and opinions of rainforest animals whose homes are 

being destroyed by deforestation. Through role play, we imagined how the animals might 

feel about the woodcutter chopping down their trees. We focused on using a range of 

language features, including expanded noun phrases, fronted adverbials, plural possessive 

apostrophes, rhetorical questions and emotive language. Using these skills, we wrote 

powerful speeches and persuasive letters urging the woodcutter to stop deforestation and 

protect the rainforest. In Maths, we developed our multiplication skills by exploring related 

multiplication and division facts. We also worked on multiplying 2-digit and 3-digit numbers 

by 1-digit numbers, helping us to strengthen our understanding of number relationships and 

problem-solving strategies. 

Science lessons were all about grouping animals in different ways. We learned how animals 

can be classified into groups such as mammals, fish, birds, reptiles and amphibians, and 

discussed the characteristics that make each group unique. In Geography, we learned about 

the different layers of the rainforest. We developed our understanding of the forest floor, 

understory, canopy and emergent layer, and created impressive, clearly labelled diagrams to 



show what can be found in each layer. Computing challenged us to use coding skills as we 

followed a sequence of instructions to write our names, helping us understand how precise 

commands are needed when programming. In Music, we explored body percussion using 

sounds such as boom, snap and clap, and had fun creating and performing our own rhythmic 

sequences. In French, we learned to identify and say the names of family members, while in 

PSHE we focused on resilience, discussing what we can do if our dreams are broken and how 

to stay positive during challenging times. RE lessons helped us understand the importance of 

Passover in the Jewish religion and why it is such a significant celebration. Finally, in Art, we 

used tracing paper to create repeating patterns inspired by the shapes of rainforest animals. 

Kestrels and Red Kites 

This week, in maths, we have finished our multiplication and division unit. The children have 

learn how to use written methods for both. This has been quite challenging but the children 

have persevered. We will continue to revisit these to consolidate the methods. 

In literacy, we have completed our hot writes on a character narrative. The children have 

written 4 paragraphs and edited them. They have been using modal verbs, parenthesis, 

adverbs of possibility as well as Year 5 and 6 spelling words. Spelling has been a big priority 

for us. 

We continued to enjoy woodland this week. We are working on team building games and 

develop communication skills. In science, the children had fun dissecting flowers to identify 

the male and female parts. They enjoyed finding the anther and filament as well as the 

sticky stigma. In RE, the children looked at different charities and how they support families 

and communities by providing clean water and educational opportunities. In art, we had lots 

of laughs drawing portraits where we couldn't take the pencil off the paper. We had several 

very disproportionate faces! During history, we have continued to learn about the wives of 

Henry VII. The children have used sources to help make deductions about the relationship 

between Henry and Anne Boleyn. We have thoroughly enjoyed singing our African song and 

adding actions to it too. 

In Kestrels, the children gave me a 'Goosebumps' heart-warming moment. Whilst reading 

Holes, in WCR, some of the children gasped during a key moment in the story. They were 

clinging on to every word. It was wonderful to see and a great moment in our class. It truly 

demonstrated the joy a good story has! 

We have had another successful week. Lots of learning and lots of communicating with our 

peers - a super important skill. Well done Year 5! Have a lovely weekend everyone! 

Eagles and Hawks 

Year 6 have had an industrious, enjoyable week. 



In Maths, they have been finding equivalent decimals and fractions, including using division 

methods to turns fractions into decimals. We have also begun to explore the link between 

fractions and percentages. 

In Literacy we have planned our newspaper report about the Malawian inventor William 

Kamkwamba and are looking forward to writing our reports in the forthcoming week. 

In Science, we have been exploring our topic about Light, including looking at sources of 

light and the direction light travels in. In History, we have been exploring the topic of the 

Tudors, debating whether we think Henry VIII was a fair ruler or a tyrant from looking at 

different sources of information about him.  In PSHE, we have been exploring our goals for 

this half term in school and out of school. In RE, we have been looking at how people inspire 

and influence, linking this to how Christianity has been an influential world religion for 2000 

years. 

Added to this, we had a very enjoyable trip to the library to explore how fiction and non-

fiction books are categorised (some of us used this chance to take out new books we hadn’t 

read before). Thanks to Mrs Landstrom and Sandbach library for giving us this opportunity! 



Praise 

Reception & Key Stage One 

 



Key Stage Two 



 



The Hive 

The children this week have enjoyed craft activities and playing with their friends. 

Lots of card games have been shared, the children are really embracing the challenges, the 

biggest challenge seems to be beating Mr Sutton!! 

Thank you to all the Year Five and Year Six children who are sharing their gaming skills with 

the younger children. 

The Praise is awarded to Lily and Sophie for always sharing and caring for others. 

FOWS NEWSLETTER 

Friends of Wheelock School are currently preparing for the year ahead. If you’d like to find 

out more, you are welcome to join our ‘Willing Volunteers’ WhatsApp group - it’s a great 

way of being involved and volunteering when you can without the commitment of joining 

your PTA. Here’s the link to join: https://chat.whatsapp.com/CqwDjj3nxUB8KHp2FZuzn7 

Or, if you think you’d rather become part of the team! Join us on Thursday the 5th of 

February at 8pm in Barchetta. (7.30pm for a drink and a chat beforehand!) 

See you there! 

Lisa 

Chair of FOWS 

fowscontact@gmail.com 

Free School Meals 

Please find below the link to apply for Free School Meals. If you do qualify for this it covers 

lots more than just the school meals therefore it may be worth taking a look. 

https://www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/schools/school-meals/free_school_meals.aspx 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https:%2F%2Fchat.whatsapp.com%2FCqwDjj3nxUB8KHp2FZuzn7&data=05|02|office%40wheelock.cheshire.sch.uk|823a7246cdad4b851b5008de5a80e4a4|f47dd6c3b69848ec8856d2833cc429e4|0|0|639047706828551834|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D|0|||&sdata=728QIcCZBAP90B%2BjEqSr%2BA8V9rJZ03Zy4DXqIuTXIGg%3D&reserved=0
mailto:fowscontact@gmail.com
https://www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/schools/school-meals/free_school_meals.aspx


Spring Term Menu 

 

Supporting Parents for Emotional Well-Being 

Parenting is rewarding, but it can also feel overwhelming at times. Emotional well-being isn’t 

just important for children, it matters for parents too. 

Whether it’s managing stress, finding balance, or simply having someone to talk to, support 

networks help parents feel connected and resilient. Let’s work together to create a 

community where every parent feels heard, supported, and empowered. 

Cheshire East Council gives families free access to Togetherness resources to support 

wellbeing. This free online learning is available for parents, carers, grandparents and young 

people. This fantastic resource of parenting support can be accessed in your own time. 

Using exclusive access code: WHEATSHEAF 

Cheshire East | Togetherness - Togetherness 

Download the free myHappymind app which has activities for the children, mini 

masterclasses for parents, happy breathing and music to support your child's well-being at 

home. 

Use Wheelock's access code: 142756 

Access support from Visyon who are always happy to listen and you don't need a referral 

from a GP or school, you can call them directly to discuss your concerns and the support 

they offer you is completely free of charge. They also offer parent courses and webinars. 

Parent Workshops | visyon 

Or why not find support from your local Family Hub who provide support, advice and 

guidance for all children aged 0-19. 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https:%2F%2Ftogetherness.co.uk%2Fmul%2Fcheshire-east%2F&data=05|02|Office%40wheelock.cheshire.sch.uk|b60890f6cee043addf7c08de2e79e4a5|f47dd6c3b69848ec8856d2833cc429e4|0|0|638999298216270949|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D|0|||&sdata=VzSMIfnpEYnyTsngz4lppQQWHrZ1r6Dx2qfFAPzoy%2F4%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https:%2F%2Fwww.visyon.org.uk%2Fparentworkshops&data=05|02|Office%40wheelock.cheshire.sch.uk|b60890f6cee043addf7c08de2e79e4a5|f47dd6c3b69848ec8856d2833cc429e4|0|0|638999298216320339|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D|0|||&sdata=hnZ00gacQfLEG2fc%2F2v%2FVDUDatKhceTJWYv367IPg%2FQ%3D&reserved=0


Family Hubs 

NHS – Neurodiversity Support Pathway 

Please find below a link to the Neurodiversity Support Pathway. This is where support is 

available for families of children and young people who may be neurodivergent. 

https://www.cheshireandmerseyside.nhs.uk/your-place/cheshire-east/neurodiversity-

support-pathway 

Autism Family Support Service 

 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https:%2F%2Fwww.cheshireeast.gov.uk%2Flivewell%2Fcare-and-support-for-children%2F%2Ffamily-hubs%2Ffamily-hubs.aspx&data=05|02|Office%40wheelock.cheshire.sch.uk|b60890f6cee043addf7c08de2e79e4a5|f47dd6c3b69848ec8856d2833cc429e4|0|0|638999298216358071|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D|0|||&sdata=OfUbRdhNdVber6xTMraueOT1glXT9haZmO%2FLKvOiEmk%3D&reserved=0
https://www.cheshireandmerseyside.nhs.uk/your-place/cheshire-east/neurodiversity-support-pathway
https://www.cheshireandmerseyside.nhs.uk/your-place/cheshire-east/neurodiversity-support-pathway


Community News 
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