
23rd October 2026 

 

 

 

Dates for your Diary 

November 2026 

2nd November – Inset Day (School closed to pupils) 

3rd November – School Opens 

3rd November – Year 3 Stone Age Workshop (in school) 

5th November – Year 5/6 Football Tournament Final 

6th November – Year 4 Swimming – Lapwings 

9th November – Year 4 Swimming – Kingfishers 

9th November – Parents Evening 

10th November – Parents Evenings 

11th November – Visyon Sleep Workshop 

12th November – FOWS Meeting at Barchetta 8pm 

13th November – Year 4 Swimming – Lapwings 



16th November – Year 4 Swimming – Kingfishers 

17th November – Flu Immunisation (Whole School) 

20th November – FOWS Non-Uniform Day for Rainbow Raffle Donations 

20th November – Year 4 Swimming – Lapwings 

23rd November – Year 4 Swimming – Kingfishers 

23rd November – KS2 Indoor Athletics Competition 

27th November – Year 4 Swimming – Lapwings 

30th November – Year 4 Swimming – Kingfishers 

 

All this information and more can be found on the School Calendar under Events on our 

website 

https://www.wheelockprimary.co.uk/ 

Pupil Premium – Are You Eligible? 

 

https://www.wheelockprimary.co.uk/


Sports News 

A huge congratulations to our year 5/6 football team! They have qualified for finals night in 

their tournament against other Sandbach cluster schools. We are so proud of their 

achievements. They showed determination, resilience, and great sportsmanship. Wish us 

luck for the finals night on November 5th      

 

 

 

Class News 

Cygnets and Pufflings 

What a fantastic first half term it has been in Reception! We are incredibly proud of all the 

children for successfully completing their first half term at school. They have settled in 



wonderfully, formed new friendships, embraced new routines and are coming into school 

each day ready and eager to learn. 

This week, all the children completed their first phonics assessment. They have worked so 

hard and we are looking forward to them moving into their first phonics groups after half 

term, where they will continue to develop their reading and writing skills. 

In Drawing Club, we have been exploring the story Room on the Broom. The children have 

loved designing and drawing their own witches, imagining what magical new broomsticks 

she might have and deciding who else could join her for a ride! 

In Maths, we have been focusing on the concepts of more, fewer and the same, comparing 

different sets of objects. We have also been investigating how the number of objects in a set 

stays the same, even when the objects are moved around and arranged differently. 

We were delighted to welcome two more special visitors this week too, the police and the 

dentist. These visits linked perfectly to our topic work on keeping healthy. We have been 

learning about healthy eating, good hygiene, the importance of exercise and making sure we 

get enough sleep to keep our bodies healthy and strong. 

Thank you for your continued support during this exciting first half term. We hope everyone 

has a wonderful and restful half term break. We can't wait to start another exciting half term, 

welcoming Mrs Taylor back to Reception and, of course, beginning all the festive fun as we 

head towards Christmas! 

Goldfinches and Woodpeckers 

Wow, what a busy half term we have had! We are so impressed with how well the children 

have settled into Year 1 and the fantastic progress they have made already. They have 

worked incredibly hard and have shown great enthusiasm for their learning. 

In Literacy this week, we have been writing Lost Toy Posters. The children have been using 

adjectives to describe their toys and explaining where they were last seen. They have 

worked hard to make their writing detailed and persuasive so that their lost toys can be 

found. 

In Maths, we have been learning to add numbers within 10. The children have been using 

number lines and making jumps to help them solve addition calculations and develop their 

understanding of counting on. 

In Music, we have been exploring pulse and rhythm. The children have enjoyed finding the 

steady beat in music and creating different rhythms of their own. 



As part of our No Outsiders learning, we read Going to the Volcano. We discussed the 

importance of including others, how it feels when someone wants to join in, and what we 

can do to help everyone feel welcome and valued. 

We are incredibly proud of all the children for their positive attitude and hard work this half 

term. We hope you all have a restful week off and enjoy the half-term break with your 

families. 

Owls and Robins 

This week in literacy, we have been looking at different grammatical terms and punctuation. 

The children have been looking at expanded noun phrases and apostrophes used for 

possession. The children have been using different terminology such as noun, verb, adjective 

and expanded noun phrases. 

In maths, we have continued to focus on addition and subtraction. We have been adding to 

the next ten and the bridging across the ten. The children have used number bonds to 10 to 

help them do this. We have also used subtraction with 2d and 1d numbers. There are lots of 

games on 1 minute maths (a free app) and top marks to support your child with their 

learning. 

We have had a big focus on D&T and music this week. During D&T, we have been looking at 

food technology, The children have explored different food groups and then designed and 

made their own healthy wraps. We couldn't believe how quickly their wraps were made and 

were eaten! They even had seconds and thirds!!!! We discussed food hygiene and how 

washing our hands is really important. In music we have been using call and responses using 

voices, body parts and instruments. The children would clap out ‘stomp, stomp’ and respond 

‘elephant’. They really enjoyed creating different responses and using claps to clap out a 

beat. We continued to explore our brains in my happy mind. Whilst in computing, we looked 

at how to be safe online. 

We are so proud of year 2. The have adapted to new routines brilliantly and shown us how 

excited they are to learn. What a fantastic 8 weeks! Have a wonderful half term rest – we are 

all ready for a break! See you all in a week!!! 



 

Sandpipers and Moorhens 

This week in Year 3, we have worked incredibly hard and are so proud of everything the 

children have achieved. 

In Literacy, we have focused on developing our key writing skills, including using a/an 

correctly, editing and improving our work, and using conjunctions to make our sentences 

more interesting. In Maths, we have continued our learning on column subtraction, 

spending lots of time securing our understanding of exchanging across ones, tens and 

hundreds. The children have shown great perseverance and growing confidence with this 

challenging skill. 

We have also enjoyed spending time in DT, where we completed the packaging for our 

healthy snack products and evaluated both our own work and the work of others. It has 

been wonderful to see the creativity, thought and effort that has gone into these projects. 

As we reach the end of a very busy half term, we would like to say how incredibly proud we 

are of the progress the children have made. They have worked so hard and shown a fantastic 

attitude towards their learning. 

There is some optional homework in the children's homework books, based on fun autumn 

and Halloween activities. Please do not feel obliged to complete these tasks; they are simply 

there for families who would like to take part. The children have thoroughly earned a well-

deserved rest! 

We hope you all have a wonderful, relaxing half term and we look forward to welcoming the 

children back refreshed and ready for another exciting term of learning.               



Kingfishers and Lapwings 

Year 4 have had a fantastic final week of half term! 

In Literacy, the children have completed writing their own news reports about the sighting of 

a menacing sea creature! They have taken pride in their writing and have produced excellent 

journalistic pieces. 

In Maths, we have continued our focus on addition and subtraction. We have thought about 

different methods to efficiently add and subtract as well as using rounding skills to estimate 

accurate answers to calculations. 

The children have loved our music lessons this week and have learnt to play a walking bass 

line on glockenspiels. We have some great musicians! 

In Science we have started our new unit of Changing States and identified the characteristics 

and examples of solids, liquids and gases. 

Our art unit has now come to an end, and the children have produced their final piece. This 

involved thinking carefully about line, tone and texture in their drawings of the collages that 

were created in the previous lesson. 

We have also completed our No Outsiders lesson for the half term using the text 'Beegu'. 

The children have thought about how it would feel to be an outsider and shared ideas of 

how we can make an outsider feel welcome. 

We hope that the children all have a restful half term - it is well deserved. We look forward 

to seeing them back after the break. 

Kestrels and Red Kites 

We have had a very busy final week of the half term, and we want to say a huge well done to 

all the children for how seamlessly they have settled into Year 5! It has been a fantastic half 

term full of learning, new challenges and lots of fun, and we are so proud of how well 

everyone has adapted. 

A huge well done to everyone for our amazing, incredible and absolutely awesome 

interactive Viking workshop on Tuesday! It was fantastic to see all the wonderful costumes 

and the effort everyone had put into their outfits, swords, shields and helmets. Your 

creativity was brilliant, and you all looked absolutely fabulous! 

We had the best day stepping into the shoes of Viking archaeologists, digging to uncover 

fascinating remnants from the Viking period and discovering more about life in the past. We 

also loved becoming Viking traders, bartering our goods and competing to see who could 

become the richest and most successful trader! It was such a fun, hands-on day, bringing our 



history learning to life. A huge thank you to everyone for making it such a memorable 

experience! 

In Literacy, we have completed our hot write, where the children wrote a formal mission log 

to NASA, reporting on Curiosity’s performance on Mars. We have worked hard to include our 

new Year 5 language features, modal verbs and parenthesis, and it has been wonderful to 

see the children growing in confidence when using these in their writing. 

In Maths, we have started our new multiplication and division unit, exploring factors, factor 

pairs and prime numbers. The children have been developing their mathematical reasoning 

and challenging themselves to spot patterns and relationships between numbers. 

In Art, we have completed our fantastic retro-futurism artwork! The children created printed 

backgrounds using a calligraphy plate before adding their own futuristic, repeated drawings 

on top. The finished pieces are wonderfully creative and colourful, and we are really looking 

forward to seeing them on display. 

In Music, we have been imagining the grand funeral processions of Egyptian pharaohs and 

kings, creating music to accompany these important occasions. We also finished our musical 

notation work by learning to play the tune of our Egyptian song of the half term, which was 

super exciting! 

We would like to wish all our families a lovely, restful half term break. The children have 

worked incredibly hard and deserve a well-earned rest. We look forward to welcoming 

everyone back after the holidays for another half term full of learning, challenges and fun! 

Eagles and Hawks 

What a busy final week it has been in Year 6 as we reached the end of a fantastic half term! 

The children have worked incredibly hard and shown excellent concentration and focus as 

we begin to look ahead to the increasing challenges of the end of the year. 

This week, all of the children completed a selection of practice SATs questions in Maths and 

Reading. The aim was to see how the children approach different types of questions and 

identify strengths, targets and areas for development ready for next half term. We were 

extremely impressed with the mature, sensible and diligent way the children approached 

these tasks, demonstrating a real commitment to improving their learning. 

In Writing, the children have been producing published versions of their hot task explanation 

texts, explaining how an animal is adapted to survive and thrive in its environment. The 

finished pieces look fantastic, and we are looking forward to displaying them around the 

school next half term so that others can celebrate the children's hard work and high-quality 

writing. 



We have also been bringing several units of learning to a close this week. In Science, the 

children completed end-of-unit activities to showcase their understanding of Evolution and 

Inheritance. In Music, they performed final compositions based on the theme of Waves, 

working collaboratively in groups to create effective soundtracks using a range of 

instruments to represent water crashing against rocks along the coastline. 

Across all subjects, the children have approached their learning with enthusiasm and 

determination, and they have certainly earned a well-deserved rest over the half-term break. 

We hope all of our Year 6 families have a relaxing and peaceful week. We look forward to 

welcoming everyone back in November for another exciting half term of learning! 



Praise 

Reception & Key Stage One 

 



Key Stage Two 



 



The Hive 

As we reach the end of another busy and exciting half term, we would like to take a moment 

to celebrate all the wonderful experiences, achievements and special moments we have 

shared at The Hive! 

It has been lovely to see the children enjoying their time together, building friendships, 

exploring their interests and making the most of the opportunities available to them. From 

imaginative play and creative crafting to outdoor adventures, the children have filled our 

sessions with laughter, curiosity and smiles. 

     Outdoor Play and Adventures 

Outdoor play continues to be a much-loved part of our time at The Hive. Whether running 

around, playing games, exploring the outdoors or inventing their own adventures, the 

children have enjoyed being active, developing their confidence and working together. These 

shared experiences help build friendships, encourage teamwork and create happy 

memories.This play will continue in the hall after half term. 

    A Big Well Done to Our New Hive Members! 

We would like to give a very special well done to all our new members who have joined The 

Hive! Starting somewhere new can feel like a big step, and we are incredibly proud of how 

well the children have settled in. 

It has been wonderful to see them becoming familiar with our routines, growing in 

confidence and beginning to build friendships with both children and staff. They have 

embraced their new surroundings so positively, and we look forward to seeing them 

continue to flourish, have fun and make The Hive their own. 

      Have a Fabulous Half Term! 

As we head into the half-term break, we would like to thank all our families for your 

continued support. We hope you have a fabulous half term filled with fun, laughter, 

relaxation and special moments together. 

We look forward to welcoming everyone back to The Hive, ready for another half term of 

friendship, creativity, spirting activities in the hall and exciting play! 

Wishing you all a wonderful half term! 

The Hive Team              



FOWS NEWSLETTER 

🎄 Christmas Fair – Save the Date! 

Planning is already underway for our FOWS Christmas Fair! 

       Thursday 10th December 2026 

We’re busy putting together plans to make this year’s fair a fantastic festive event for our 

children, families and school community. More information will be coming soon, so keep an 

eye out! 

🌈 Rainbow Raffle is coming! 

We’re excited to be launching our Rainbow Raffle again! 

To help us create our colourful class hampers, we’ll be holding a: 

🌈 Non-Uniform Day 

       Friday 20th November 2026 

Children are invited to come to school in non-uniform and bring along a coloured donation 

for their class hamper. 

Each class will be given a colour, and we’ll share the class colours and some donation ideas 

nearer the time. 

The donated goodies will be used to create our fantastic Rainbow Raffle hampers for the 

Christmas Fair!      

📣 Next FOWS Meeting 

Our next meeting will be: 

       Thursday 12th November 2026 

        7:30–8:00pm start 

     Barchetta Restaurant, Wheelock 

New members are always welcome! 

There’s absolutely no pressure to attend every meeting. Whether you can help regularly or 

just occasionally at events, we’d love to have you involved. 

Thank you for continuing to support Friends of Wheelock School (FOWS). Every bit of 

support helps us raise money and create some brilliant experiences for our children and 

school.     

We hope to see you soon! 

Friends of Wheelock School (FOWS) 



 

SEND Information 

This is a great padlet for parents from CEAT (Cheshire East Autism Team), please find the 

link below. 

CEAT Parent/Carer Padlet 

https://padlet.com/theautismteam/ceat-parent-carer-padlet-q710f2dw3cql5c2k


 

 



 

 



 

Safeguarding and Parenting Support 

You Are Not Alone - A supportive community for parents and carers 

You Are Not Alone is an online support service for parents and carers who have a child 

diagnosed (or suspected) with autism and/or PDA. They are offering a whole month 

free access to a warm, understanding community for parents and carers seeking support, 

connection and practical guidance. This safe, welcoming space offers help with meltdowns, 

emotional regulation, education and everyday challenges, right from the start. 

You’ll have full access to weekly live dropins, a rich library of videos, articles and podcasts, 

and a supportive WhatsApp group to connect throughout the week. Even one month of 

steady support can help you feel less isolated, more confident, and better equipped to 

advocate for your child. 

Follow the link for further information https://www.youarenotalone.community/ 

Free School Meals 

Please find below the link to apply for Free School Meals. If you do qualify for this it covers 

lots more than just the school meals therefore it may be worth taking a look. 

https://www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/schools/school-meals/free_school_meals.aspx 

https://www.youarenotalone.community/
https://www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/schools/school-meals/free_school_meals.aspx


New Autumn Term 2 Menu 

School Meals Price Increase 

We would like to remind parents and carers that the cost of a school meal increased from 

£2.60 to £2.70 with effect from 1st September 2026. We apologise that this change was not 

communicated at the start of the school year and appreciate your understanding. The 

increase was necessary due to rising operational costs, including increases in National 

Insurance contributions and other staffing, food and service-related expenses. We remain 

committed to providing high-quality, nutritious meals for our pupils while keeping costs as 

affordable as possible for families. Thank you for your continued support. 

 



Community News 
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