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Dates for your Diary 

May 2026 

11th-15th May – Year 6 SATS Week 

19th May – Year 5 Library Visit 

20th & 21st May – Year 6 London Residential Trip 

22nd May – Year 6 Water Fight 

22nd May – School Closes 

All this information and more can be found under Events on our website 

https://www.wheelockprimary.co.uk/ 

https://www.wheelockprimary.co.uk/


Mental Health Awareness Week 

Next week, we will be recognising Mental Health Awareness Week in school, with this year’s 

theme of “Action.” Throughout the week, children will be learning about simple, positive 

steps they can take to support both their own wellbeing and the wellbeing of others. 

As part of this, classes will be taking part in a fun Wellbeing Bingo, encouraging pupils to try 

a range of activities that promote good mental health. Children will also be discussing and 

deciding on meaningful actions they can take in their daily lives to help themselves and to 

show care and kindness towards others. 

We look forward to supporting our pupils in developing healthy habits and a strong 

understanding of how small actions can make a big difference. 

Eye Tests for Children 

 

https://www.nhs.uk/tests-and-treatments/eye-tests-in-children/ 

Regular attendance at free eye tests is essential for supporting the health, learning, and 

overall development of children across Cheshire East. Many vision difficulties in children are 

not immediately obvious but can significantly affect reading ability, concentration, behaviour, 

and participation in the classroom. Routine eye examinations enable early identification and 

treatment of potential issues, helping to prevent long-term impacts on educational 

attainment and wellbeing. As NHS-funded eye tests are free for children, schools are 

encouraged to support and promote regular check-ups as a simple and effective way to help 

pupils achieve their full potential. 

Class News 

Cygnets and Pufflings 

We have had another busy and exciting week in Reception! In Drawing Club, the children 

have been exploring the story Jack and the Beanstalk. They have loved using their 

imaginations to draw and talk about the Giant and in readiness for Year 1, we all sat down to 

do our writing together this week, encouraging the children to show more independence 

with generating and recording their words and sentences. 

In Maths, we have introduced using rekenreks (counting frames with beads) to support our 

understanding of number. The children have been practising counting and subitising - using 

https://www.nhs.uk/tests-and-treatments/eye-tests-in-children/


"one finger, one push" - to move the correct number of beads. We used our number bonds 

to 10 knowledge to help us with this. 

Our topic work has focused on farm animals. The children have enjoyed matching animals to 

their babies and learning new vocabulary such as calf, foal and kid. We have also been busy 

creating our own farm maps, thinking carefully about where different animals live and what 

features a farm might have. The children showed great creativity and enthusiasm in their 

drawings and practised their cutting skills to add parts to their maps too. 

In PSHCE, we have been thinking about using kind words and how our words can make 

others feel. The children have been practising speaking kindly to one another and 

recognising positive behaviours in the classroom. We have also continued to use our happy 

breathing techniques to help us stay calm and ready to learn, and the children are becoming 

increasingly confident in using these independently when needed. 

It is lovely to see the children continuing to grow in confidence, kindness and independence 

each week – well done Pufflings and Cygnets! 

Goldfinches and Woodpeckers 

Year 1 have had a busy and exciting week full of learning and fun! 

In Literacy, we have started our new book Whirly Twirly Me. The story explores emotions 

and feelings such as anger and upset, and how we can make things better by talking to 

trusted people. The children have been using some fantastic emotive language to describe 

how the characters are feeling. 

In Maths, we have been learning all about fractions. The children have been working hard 

on recognising halves and quarters and have shown great enthusiasm when exploring these 

new concepts. 

During Whole Class Reading, the children have loved learning more about bees. They 

particularly enjoyed discussing whether they would rather be a queen bee or a worker bee 

and explaining their reasons. 

In Music, we explored pitch. The children imagined they were superheroes and used their 

bodies to experiment with high and low pitch sounds — it was lots of fun! 

On Friday, we had an exciting visit to Park Farm. The children loved seeing a range of 

animals and learning all about what farmers do. We also learned more about bees, including 

pollination and beekeeping, and even had the chance to taste some delicious honey. 

Well done Year 1 for a fantastic week of learning! 



Owls and Robins 

A super week for Year 2! 

In Literacy this week the children looked at their new text - The King Who Banned the Dark! 

The children first made predictions about the story, they then explored new vocabulary 

before looking at the suffixes -er and -ness! 

In Maths, the children have continued to impress us with their understanding of fractions! 

The children have found quarters and thirds of both shapes and numbers! 

In Science, the children looked at what a plant needs to survive! They were confident 

explaining what could happen to plants if they were not grown in the correct environment! 

There was lots of enthusiasm again in History where the children looked at Motte and Bailey 

castles! 

In Music, the children worked in groups to compose a piece of music. The children thought 

about the beat and structure. 

Finally, in Art we looked at printing! 

Keep up the great work, Year 2! 

Sandpipers and Moorhens 

This week in Year 3 we have had a fantastic time learning across the curriculum. In maths, 

we have been calculating the quantity of change by converting amounts and using written 

methods of subtraction. 

In literacy, we explored character and humour by discussing how to be mischievous and 

cause harmless havoc for a pesky teacher, which led to lots of imaginative ideas and laughter. 

In science, we investigated reflections using mirrors and identified symmetry in shapes, 

letters and numbers. 

Our history learning focused on Ancient Egypt, where we learned about the gods and 

goddesses and discussed the symbolism shown in their images. During art, we began 

designing our own scrolls, again using Ancient Egyptian imagery, and really enjoyed 

exploring hieroglyphics. What a fantastic week of learning! 

Kingfishers and Lapwings 

In Literacy, we planned and wrote our own imaginative portal narratives set at a magic show. 

We worked hard to include speech, fronted adverbials, expanded noun phrases, effective 

verbs and alternative nouns to make our writing engaging and exciting for the reader. 



In Maths, we completed our first unit on decimals, focusing on hundredths and place value. 

We even challenged ourselves by dividing numbers by 10 and 100 and making important 

links between decimals and place value. 

Our Science lessons were full of investigation as we tested different materials in electrical 

circuits to discover whether they were conductors or insulators. We found that metal objects, 

such as paper clips and sharpeners, allowed the electrical current to pass through, meaning 

they were conductors. In French, we listened carefully to a story and practised recognising 

different jungle animals. 

In PSHE, we explored friendships and conflict resolution by discussing different scenarios 

and working together to solve problems and repair situations thoughtfully. In RE, we learned 

about the Shema prayer and explored why the mezuzah and tallit are so important within 

the Jewish community. 

In History, we discovered how Christianity spread throughout Britain through the work of St 

Aidan, St Augustine and St Columba, before creating paper dolls to represent their 

significance. 

Finally, in Art, we had great fun creating soap sculptures inspired by the work of Barbara 

Hepworth. Have a great weekend! 

Kestrels and Red Kites 

This week in maths, we have been looking at coordinates and translations (where we pick up 

a shape and take it for a walk). The children have been able to move shapes by counting 

spaces but also by using the coordinates to help move a spot on a grid. 

In literacy, we have thoroughly enjoyed reading our new text, 'A shelter for sadness.' The 

children have created shelters and been able to think about their chosen emotion (fear, 

jealousy and anger) and how this might look. 

During PSHE, we have been looking on online communities and how we stay safe in them by 

following age restrictions. In history, we had a debate for which city state was the most 

powerful - Athens or Sparta. We decided that both have the positives and negatives, so 

neither could be better. We also explored democracy in Ancient Greece and in Britain. In 

French, the children used adjectives to describe planets, such as the Earth is blue and green. 

In music, we have enjoyed using the glockenspiels to play 'Somewhere over the rainbow'. 

This has been tricky but the children showed great perseverance to learn the tune. During 

computing, we learnt how to edit images in Word making them different colours. 

We enjoyed break the rules day on Wednesday. Thank you for your donations which will 

contribute to improving our school grounds. 

Have a wonderful weekend. 



Eagles and Hawks 

Year 6 have had an energetic and enriching week of learning, diving deep into several 

exciting areas of the curriculum. In Maths, they revisited key arithmetic skills, sharpening 

their confidence with multiplication, division and methods for finding percentages of 

amounts. 

In Literacy, pupils crafted firstperson narratives inspired by Paradise Sands, experimenting 

with techniques to build tension and atmosphere in their writing. 

Our History lessons took us back to the Blitz, where children explored primary sources such 

as photographs to understand what life was like in UK cities during World War II. 

To round off the week, Year 6 learned about Sir David Attenborough, celebrating his 

remarkable life and achievements as he marks his 100th birthday today — a true inspiration 

to us all. We also want to wish Year 6 the very best of luck for their SATs tests next week and 

thank all parents for the help and support given with homework throughout the year; we 

are incredibly proud of everything Year 6 have achieved so far this year and the effort and 

application they show on a daily basis. 



Praise 

Reception & Key Stage One 

 



Key Stage Two 



 



The Hive 

In the Hive this week the children have enjoyed crafting with their friends and sharing their 

drawing ideas. Lego is still a firm favourite, often one child starts the theme of the build 

inspiring other children to build something that links with the initial idea. 

Outdoors the children have enjoyed time on the Trim Trail and ball games with the Sports 

Coaching team. 

The Hive Praise this week is awarded to Billy and Neve for being a kind and supportive friend 

to others. 

FOWS NEWSLETTER 

          News from FOWS           

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Last night’s meeting was brilliant – thank you to everyone who came along. We have been 

busy planning and we are SO excited to share this with you! 

The FOWS Summer Fair is happening!        

       Friday 3rd July 2026 

        3:30pm – 6:00pm 

Woodland activities, games, entertainment and food. It’s going to be a brilliant afternoon – 

get it in the diary now! 

Here’s what we need from you: 

     Non-uniform day on Friday 3rd July – in exchange for a tombola donation. Come dressed 

how you like, bring a prize for the tombola! 

             Cake donations – also on Friday 3rd July. Homemade, shop-bought, we don’t mind. All 

welcome! 

     Drop everything off at morning drop off – on the playground outside the new Year 5/6 

building. One stop, nice and easy! 

More details to follow as we get closer to the date. We cannot wait – this one is going to be 

special.      

Any questions? Get in touch at fowscontact@gmail.com     

The FOWS Team 

fowscontact@gmail.com 

mailto:fowscontact@gmail.com


Free School Meals 

Please find below the link to apply for Free School Meals. If you do qualify for this it covers 

lots more than just the school meals therefore it may be worth taking a look. 

https://www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/schools/school-meals/free_school_meals.aspx 

New Summer Term Menu 

 

Parenting Support 

 

https://www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/schools/school-meals/free_school_meals.aspx


 

You Are Not Alone 

A supportive community for parents and carers 

You Are Not Alone is an online support service for parents and carers who have a child 

diagnosed (or suspected) with autism and/or PDA. They are offering a whole month 

free access to a warm, understanding community for parents and carers seeking support, 

connection and practical guidance. This safe, welcoming space offers help with meltdowns, 

emotional regulation, education and everyday challenges, right from the start. 

You’ll have full access to weekly live dropins, a rich library of videos, articles and podcasts, 

and a supportive WhatsApp group to connect throughout the week. Even one month of 

steady support can help you feel less isolated, more confident, and better equipped to 

advocate for your child. 

Follow the link for further information https://www.youarenotalone.community/ 

myHappymind Support 

Be Your Best 

Be Your Best is a positive, empowering programme that helps children feel calm and 

confident as they prepare for SATs, the Multiplication Check and other end-of-year 

assessments. It offers simple strategies to build a positive mindset; ease worries and 

approach each assessment with self-belief. 

The programme includes short videos, also available as podcasts, for use in the lead-up to 

assessments, the day before and afterwards. Each one focuses on mindset and wellbeing, 

helping children feel prepared to give their best. A workbook accompanies each video, 

allowing children to reflect and practise the strategies they have learned. These resources 

are also available on the Parent App. 

https://www.youarenotalone.community/


Use school code 142756 when you download the app 

Attendance & Morning Drop-Off Reminder 

We kindly remind all parents and carers of the following morning routines and attendance 

expectations: 

• Gates open at 8:30am 

• Classroom doors open at 8:35am 

• The register is taken at 8:45am 

Pupils arriving after 8:45am will be marked as late. 

Arrivals after 9:15am will be recorded as an unauthorised absence, as in line with our 

attendance policy. 

All absences must be reported by 9:30am on the day of absence. Please contact the school 

office directly to inform us. 

Thank you for your continued support in helping us maintain excellent attendance and 

punctuality. 

Please note that the school car park is designated for staff and deliveries only. It 

should not be used for dropping off children who arrive late. This helps ensure safety and 

smooth operations during school hours. 

Thank you for your cooperation and understanding. 



 



Community News 
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