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Dates for your Diary 

October 2026 

12th October – Year 4 Swimming – Kingfishers 

16th October – Year 4 Swimming – Lapwings 

19th October – Year 4 Swimming – Kingfishers 

20th October – Year 5 Viking Workshop 

22nd October – Year 5/6 Football Tournament 

23rd October – Year 4 Swimming – Lapwings 

23rd October – School Closes 

All this information and more can be found on the School Calendar under Events on our 

website 

https://www.wheelockprimary.co.uk/ 

https://www.wheelockprimary.co.uk/


Donation to Gardening Club 

Gardening club would like to say a huge thank you to Waitrose in Sandbach for their kind 

donation of plants. We enjoyed planting them in place of our sunflowers in one of the raised 

beds by the field on Monday afternoon. We are very excited to see them grow and flower 

next spring and summer time! 

Pupil Premium – Are You Eligible? 

 

Harvest Collection 

This year we are supporting out local food bank to collect donations. This is linked to our 

Harvest celebration in school and links well to our school values; believe, belong and be kind. 

We will start collecting the donations from today and send donations to the food bank by 

the half term holidays. 

Please send any donations in with your child or to the main office. 

Thanks again 

Mrs Davenport 



 

Class News 

Cygnets and Pufflings 

Another great week of learning for our Pufflings and Cygnets. Our first half term is flying by, 

with just two weeks to go! In Phonics, we have continued learning our single letter sounds. 

Thank you for your support in reinforcing these at home – it really makes a difference! 

Our Drawing Club story this week was The Very Busy Squirrel, about a little squirrel getting 

ready for winter. The children loved imagining which other animals the squirrel might meet 

and drawing their own ideas. We have also been practising labelling our pictures using initial 

sounds – fantastic early writing! 

In Maths, our Dotlings have helped us explore different strategies for counting accurately. 

We practised touching each object just once, lining objects up and moving them as we 

counted. We also challenged ourselves to count things we couldn’t see, such as claps and 

actions! 

Our Autumn topic work has continued as we explored how different animals prepare for the 

colder months. We have also been learning about the artist Frida Kahlo and creating our 

own portraits inspired by her distinctive style. 

Well done, Pufflings and Cygnets, for another super week of curiosity, creativity and learning. 

We are so proud of you all! 

Goldfinches and Woodpeckers 

The children have worked incredibly hard this week and have enjoyed lots of exciting 

learning across the curriculum. 



In Literacy, we received a letter from Tin Dog telling us that he is also stuck in the attic and 

would like rescuing, just like Old Bear! The children put themselves in Tin Dog ’s shoes and 

wrote thoughtful messages to him, using their knowledge of how to construct accurate 

sentences, including capital letters, finger spaces and full stops. 

In Maths, we used part-whole models to help us write fact families and number sentences, 

developing our understanding of how numbers are connected. 

In Science, we investigated which material would be best for making an umbrella. The 

children tested a range of materials to see whether they were waterproof, flexible and 

strong enough to withstand the rain before deciding which would work best. 

In PE, the children put their dribbling, passing and shooting skills into practice through a 

range of games and activities. 

In our Woodland sessions this week, the children used the weaving skills they have been 

developing to create a final woven piece of artwork. They worked brilliantly as a team, 

weaving a variety of materials together to produce some fantastic creations. 

Have a fantastic weekend, and we look forward to another wonderful week of learning next 

week! 

Owls and Robins 

This week in literacy, we have been trying to write paragraphs for our letters. The children 

have used commanding language by using bossy verbs and they have tried to link their ideas 

with conjunctions such as because, and, so. In maths, we have moved on to addition and 

subtraction. The children have added to make bonds to 10. They have also used known facts 

to help so if 2+3 = 5 then 20 + 30 = 50. They have used part whole models to help 

understand fact families too – just like below. 

 

In RE, we created kindness acrostic poems. We thought about how we show kindness in 

school. During PSHE, the children looked at how we use our child rights in the classroom by 

being respectful and taking responsibility. In history, we organised statements to determine 



what was the same or different to today – for example, we use smart boards and pencils but 

in the past children used blackboards and chalk. In art, we completed our drawings of teddy 

bears. We added tone and shade to our final designs. In science, we have been investigating 

how materials can change shape by twisting, bending, squashing and stretching them. We 

have continued to use paint on Purple Mash in computing. We have had another excellent 

week in Year 2. The children are used to our routines now which is making learning fun and 

interesting. Well done – have a wonderful weekend everyone! 

Sandpipers and Moorhens 

Year 3 have had another fantastic and busy week of learning! 

In Literacy, we have fully immersed ourselves in our second writing unit and have been busy 

preparing to write our own trap explanation texts next week. The children have taken part in 

a range of engaging role-play activities and have written practice paragraphs to develop their 

vocabulary, sentence structure and understanding of how explanation texts are organised. 

We have been incredibly impressed with their enthusiasm and creativity as they have 

stepped into the role of expert trap designers! 

In Maths, we have continued developing our subtraction skills, with a particular focus on 

exchanging. The children have enjoyed using concrete resources to support their 

understanding and help them visualise the process. We have seen fantastic resilience and 

determination as they have tackled increasingly challenging calculations and explained their 

reasoning with confidence. 

In History, we explored trade during the Stone Age and considered how people exchanged 

goods long before modern shops and transport existed. The children took part in an exciting 

outdoor trading activity where they worked in groups to barter items with one another, 

helping them understand the challenges Stone Age people faced when trading and 

transporting goods across different regions. It was wonderful to see their teamwork and 

problem-solving skills in action. 

In Science, we have been learning about the different food groups and why a balanced diet 

is so important for keeping our bodies healthy. The children investigated the nutrients our 

bodies need and discussed how making healthy choices can help us grow, stay active and 

feel our best. 

We are incredibly proud of the hard work, resilience and enthusiasm the children have 

shown this week and look forward to another exciting week of learning ahead. 

We hope you all have a wonderful weekend! 



Kingfishers and Lapwings 

Year 4 have had yet another super busy week! In Literacy we have continued to focus on our 

text 'The Whale' but are now looking at writing our own newspaper reports based on the 

sighting of either a Great White Shark or a Giant Pacific Octopus which the children are very 

excited about! They have taken on the roles of journalists and have written some brilliant 

reporter sentences. 

In maths we have been practising our addition and subtraction skills including exchanging, 

we have seen a lot of resilience from the children as they have tackled some challenging 

questions. 

In computing the children have demonstrated their animation skills and created their own 

moving object using frames and a technique called onion skinning to make sure their object 

moves smoothly. 

In science this week we have looked at food chains, learning the role of the producer, prey 

and predator and identifying which animals belong to which category. 

We came to the end of our RE unit this week and spent time thinking about charities and 

how they can help us to lead a good life. We looked at examples of different charities and 

what they do for people/animals around the world. We then considered how we can 

support charities through donations, giving our time or even being a sponsor. 

We are looking forward to another busy week of learning next week. We hope you all have a 

lovely weekend. 

Kestrels and Red Kites 

This week has been another fun and busy week of learning! In Maths, we have been adding 

and subtracting with numbers up to 100,000. We have used our rounding skills to estimate 

and check the accuracy of our answers before completing the full calculation. We have also 

been learning about inverse operations and how bar models can help us to visualise the 

relationship between addition and subtraction. To finish the week, we have started 

challenging ourselves with some tricky multi-step problems! In Literacy, we have begun 

exploring our formal log piece of writing, where Neil Armstrong reports on his mission to the 

Moon in Apollo 11. We have been carefully analysing the text so that we can use it as 

inspiration for our own writing in a couple of weeks. We have explored the vocabulary and 

phrases used, learned new technical vocabulary linked to space, and practised using relative 

clauses to add detail to our sentences. In RE, we have been learning about how Hindus show 

commitment to their faith and exploring the significance of the different senses when 

looking at a Puja plate. We thought carefully about how sight, sound, taste, touch and smell 

can all play an important part in religious worship. In Music, we have been learning about 

the length of different notes and have begun developing our ability to read musical notation. 



The children have really enjoyed beginning to understand how written music can tell us how 

a piece should sound. In Science, we carried out an exciting investigation into shadows, 

measuring the length of our shadows at different points throughout the day. We used our 

observations to help us understand day and night and explain that the Earth is constantly 

rotating on its axis. We have also begun learning about the Moon and its different phases. 

The children will be bringing home a Moon Tracking Sheet, and those who would like to can 

track the Moon each night for 28 days, drawing the different phases as they appear! In 

History, we are getting super excited about our upcoming Viking Day on 20th October! This 

week, we have been exploring Viking sagas and thinking about how stories can change and 

develop over time. We can’t wait to immerse ourselves in Viking life very soon! 

Eagles and Hawks 

Another busy and productive week has been enjoyed in Year 6, with the children continuing 

to show determination and enthusiasm across all areas of the curriculum. 

In Maths, we have been developing our division skills by dividing 3- and 4-digit numbers by 

2-digit numbers. The children have also been practising listing multiples of unfamiliar 

numbers to help them solve calculations efficiently and accurately. Their perseverance when 

tackling these challenging concepts has been excellent. 

In Literacy, we have been analysing explanation texts as we prepare for our upcoming hot 

task. The children have explored the key features of this text type and have begun planning 

their own explanation about how an animal is adapted to survive and thrive in its habitat. 

Our Science lessons focused on inheritance. The children investigated how characteristics 

can be passed from parents to offspring and put their understanding to the test by creatively 

predicting what the offspring of various Mr Men characters might look like. There were 

some wonderfully imaginative ideas on display! 

In Computing, we continued developing our digital communication skills through Purple 

Mash. The children added content to our class blogs and discussed how to comment 

appropriately and respectfully online, learning the importance of positive and constructive 

digital interactions. 

Well done, Year 6, for another week of hard work, resilience and fantastic learning. Keep up 

the great effort! 



Praise 

Reception & Key Stage One 

 



Key Stage Two 



 



The Hive 

The children have had a lovely time enjoying lots of fun, exciting and meaningful experiences 

together. 

The children have particularly enjoyed spending time playing outdoors, exploring, being 

active and enjoying the fresh air with their friends. 

They have also had some lovely, quieter moments in the library, where the children have 

enjoyed sharing stories and chatting together. It has been wonderful to see them listening to 

one another, sharing their favourite books and enjoying stories with their friends. 

Our new dinosaur area has been a big hit!         The children have loved getting involved in 

imaginative role-play games, creating their own dinosaur adventures and using their 

imaginations to bring their play to life. 

Most importantly, it has been wonderful to see the lovely friendships developing between 

the children. They have been kind, caring and supportive of one another, sharing 

experiences, ideas and lots of laughter along the way. 

FOWS NEWSLETTER 

🎄 Christmas Fair – Save the Date! 

Planning is already underway for our FOWS Christmas Fair! 

       Thursday 10th December 2026 

We’re busy putting together plans to make this year’s fair a fantastic festive event for our 

children, families and school community. More information will be coming soon, so keep an 

eye out! 

🌈 Rainbow Raffle is coming! 

We’re excited to be launching our Rainbow Raffle again! 

To help us create our colourful class hampers, we’ll be holding a: 

🌈 Non-Uniform Day 

       Friday 20th November 2026 

Children are invited to come to school in non-uniform and bring along a coloured donation 

for their class hamper. 

Each class will be given a colour, and we’ll share the class colours and some donation ideas 

nearer the time. 



The donated goodies will be used to create our fantastic Rainbow Raffle hampers for the 

Christmas Fair!      

📣 Next FOWS Meeting 

Our next meeting will be: 

       Thursday 12th November 2026 

        7:30–8:00pm start 

     Barchetta Restaurant, Wheelock 

New members are always welcome! 

There’s absolutely no pressure to attend every meeting. Whether you can help regularly or 

just occasionally at events, we’d love to have you involved. 

Thank you for continuing to support Friends of Wheelock School (FOWS). Every bit of 

support helps us raise money and create some brilliant experiences for our children and 

school.     

We hope to see you soon! 

Friends of Wheelock School (FOWS) 

 



SEND Information 

This is a great padlet for parents from CEAT (Cheshire East Autism Team), please find the 

link below. 

CEAT Parent/Carer Padlet 

 

https://padlet.com/theautismteam/ceat-parent-carer-padlet-q710f2dw3cql5c2k


 

 



 

Safeguarding and Parenting Support 

You Are Not Alone - A supportive community for parents and carers 

You Are Not Alone is an online support service for parents and carers who have a child 

diagnosed (or suspected) with autism and/or PDA. They are offering a whole month 

free access to a warm, understanding community for parents and carers seeking support, 

connection and practical guidance. This safe, welcoming space offers help with meltdowns, 

emotional regulation, education and everyday challenges, right from the start. 

You’ll have full access to weekly live dropins, a rich library of videos, articles and podcasts, 

and a supportive WhatsApp group to connect throughout the week. Even one month of 

steady support can help you feel less isolated, more confident, and better equipped to 

advocate for your child. 

Follow the link for further information https://www.youarenotalone.community/ 

Free School Meals 

Please find below the link to apply for Free School Meals. If you do qualify for this it covers 

lots more than just the school meals therefore it may be worth taking a look. 

https://www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/schools/school-meals/free_school_meals.aspx 

https://www.youarenotalone.community/
https://www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/schools/school-meals/free_school_meals.aspx


Autumn Term Menu 

 

Community News 
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