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I N T R O D U C T I O N

At Wheelock Primary School our
curriculum incorporates everything we
want the  children to experience, learn and
be able to do.  It meets all the requirements
of the educational programmes in the
statutory framework for the Early Years
Foundation Stage (EYFS) and has the
flexibility to allow us to respond quickly to
children’s new interests and/or needs. 

The intent for our children is for them to
enter the next stage of their education ready
to tackle new challenges with confidence
and a positive mindset. We provide the
highest quality care and education by giving
our children a progressive and stimulating
curriculum that will encourage each child to
develop the skills, understanding and
attitudes to reach their full potential. We
create a safe and happy environment with
engaging and challenging learning
experiences, to enable our children to
become confident and independent
learners.

Welcome to our thriving, happy school. We
are delighted that you have chosen
Wheelock for the first stage in your child’s
educational journey and look forward to
getting to know you and your child better.
This leaflet will answer some of the
practical questions you have about the
school. Lots more information is available
on our website at
www.wheelockprimary.co.uk

Welcome to the Early Years Foundation
Stage (EYFS).
Throughout the Reception Year your child
will partake in an ambitious curriculum
which is designed in a sequential way to
ensure progress towards our end of year
curricular goals.

http://www.wheelockprimary.co.uk/


O U R  S C H O O L  V A L U E S

C h i l d r e n  a t  W h e e l o c k  a r e  t a u g h t  t o

b e l i e v e  i n  t h e m s e l v e s .

C h i l d r e n  a t  W h e e l o c k  b e l o n g  t o  a n

i n c l u s i v e  c o m m u n i t y  w h e r e  a l l  a r e

t r e a t e d  f a i r l y .

B e i n g  k i n d  i s  c e n t r a l  t o  e v e r y t h i n g

t h a t  w e  d o  a t  W h e e l o c k .  

C h i l d r e n  l e a v e  W h e e l o c k  k n o w i n g  t h a t  t h e y

h a v e  a  c r e d i b l e  p l a c e  i n  a  g l o b a l  s o c i e t y

a n d  b e i n g  p r o u d  o f  w h o  t h e y  a r e .

T h e y  a r e  r e s i l i e n t  p e o p l e  w h o  e m b r a c e

c a l c u l a t e d  r i s k  t a k i n g  a n d  c h a l l e n g e ,  s e e i n g

s m a l l  f a i l u r e s  a s  n e c e s s a r y  s t e p s  t o  a c h i e v e

t h e i r  f u l l  p o t e n t i a l .

T h e y  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e i r  r i g h t s  a s  h u m a n

b e i n g s ,  t h e y  a r e  l i s t e n e d  t o  a n d  t h e y

a c t i v e l y  s u p p o r t  o t h e r  p e o p l e  t o  b e  a b l e  t o

a c c e s s  t h e i r  r i g h t s .  

 

B E L I E V E   B E L O N G   B E  K I N D
O u r  v a l u e s :



T H E  S E V E N  A R E A S  
O F  L E A R N I N G

These 7 areas are used to plan your child’s learning and activities.  At
Wheelock Primary our experienced EYFS teaching team ensure that

tasks and challenges are suited to your child’s unique needs and
interests. 

Children in the EYFS learn by playing and exploring, being active, and
through creative and critical thinking. Our environment indoors and
outdoors is continually enhanced with resources designed to scaffold

and maximise learning.

These prime areas are those most essential for your child’s healthy development
and future learning. 

As children grow, the prime areas will help them to develop skills in 4 specific
areas. 

These are:

Your child will be learning skills, acquiring new knowledge and 
demonstrating their understanding through 7 interconnected areas of 

learning and development. 
Children should mostly develop the 3 prime areas first. These are:

P E R S O N A L ,  S O C I A L  A N D

E M O T I O N A L  D E V E L O P M E N T

C O M M U N I C A T I O N  A N D  L A N G U A G E

P H Y S I C A L  D E V E L O P M E N T

M A T H E M A T I C S

L I T E R A C Y

U N D E R S T A N D I N G  T H E  W O R L D

E X P R E S S I V E  A R T S  A N D  D E S I G N



T H E  S C H O O L  D A Y

T h e  c h i l d r e n  e n t e r  a n d  l e a v e  s c h o o l  t h r o u g h  t h e i r
c l a s s r o o m  d o o r s .  T h e  d o o r s  o p e n  a t  8 . 3 5 a m  a n d  u n t i l

t h e n  c h i l d r e n  m u s t  b e  s u p e r v i s e d  b y  t h e i r  p a r e n t s /
c a r e r s  o n  t h e  p l a y g r o u n d .  W e  e n c o u r a g e  t h e  c h i l d r e n  t o

b e  a s  i n d e p e n d e n t  a s  p o s s i b l e  a n d  a s k  y o u  t o  s u p p o r t
t h i s  b y  s a y i n g  g o o d b y e  t o  y o u r  c h i l d  a t  t h e  c l a s s r o o m
d o o r  a n d  a l l o w i n g  t h e m  t o  c a r r y  t h e i r  o w n  c o a t s  a n d

b a g s .  T h e y  w i l l  q u i c k l y  l e a r n  t h e  r o u t i n e  o f  w h e r e
e v e r y t h i n g  g o e s  a n d  w h i l s t  t h e y  d o ,  t h e r e  a r e  p l e n t y  o f

a d u l t s  a r o u n d  t o  h e l p  o u t .
S c h o o l  f i n i s h e s  a t  3 . 1 5 p m  a n d  t h e  c h i l d r e n  s h o u l d  b e
c o l l e c t e d  f r o m  t h e i r  c l a s s r o o m  d o o r s .  T e a c h e r s  w i l l

e n s u r e  t h a t  e v e r y  c h i l d  h a s  a  d e s i g n a t e d  a d u l t  t o
c o l l e c t  t h e m  a n d  w i l l  n e v e r  a l l o w  a  c h i l d  t o  l e a v e  w i t h
a n y o n e  e l s e  u n l e s s  a s k e d  t o  b y  t h e i r  p a r e n t s .  I f  f o r  a n y
r e a s o n  y o u  w i s h  y o u r  c h i l d  t o  b e  c o l l e c t e d  b y  s o m e b o d y
o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  n a m e d  a d u l t s  o n  t h e i r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  f o r m ,

y o u  m u s t  c o n t a c t  t h e  s c h o o l  o f f i c e  t o  c o m p l e t e  t h e
p e r m i s s i o n  f o r m  o r  u p d a t e  A r b o r  w i t h  a t  l e a s t  2 4  h o u r s ’

n o t i c e .
F o r  t h e  s a f e t y  o f  t h e  c h i l d r e n ,  a l l  g a t e s  a r e  k e p t  l o c k e d

d u r i n g  t h e  s c h o o l  d a y  a n d  a f t e r  s c h o o l  f r o m  3 . 3 0 p m .
C h i l d r e n  a r r i v i n g  a t  s c h o o l  a f t e r  9 . 4 5 a m  m u s t  c o m e  i n
t h r o u g h  t h e  f r o n t  e n t r a n c e  w h e r e  p a r e n t s  w i l l  n e e d  t o

e l e c t r o n i c a l l y  s i g n  t h e  c h i l d r e n  i n .
I f  y o u  a r e  g o i n g  t o  b e  l a t e  t o  c o l l e c t  y o u r  c h i l d  a t  t h e

e n d  o f  t h e  d a y ,  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  y o u  i n f o r m  t h e
o f f i c e  s t a f f  a s  s o o n  a s  p o s s i b l e .



W H E E L O C K P R I M A R Y  



F O R E S T  S C H O O L
We are very lucky to have our own
woodland at the end of our school field. All
classes in EYFS and Key Stage 1 have
sessions throughout the year in the
woodland giving children the opportunity
to take their learning out of the classroom.
Forest School allows the children to develop
their personal and interpersonal skills
including co-operation, team work, risk-
taking, perseverance, resilience and
exploration. These skills are central to the
values and ethos of the school. 

 These skills are central to the values and
ethos of the school. 
So that all children are able to take part in
these sessions, we ask them to come to
school wearing practical, old clothes on
their Forest School day and to have in
school access to a waterproof coat and
trousers or a puddle suit and wellies. In
winter they will also need hats, scarves and
gloves..

Reading with your child at home is one of
the best things you can do to support their
education. The children bring books home
each week to read with their parents or
carers. These are intended to be within the
child’s comfort zone as building confidence
and achieving success are key factors in a
successful reading programme. The children
will tackle trickier new books in school,
supported by their teacher. 

As well as reading your child’s school book
with them, try to expose them to as wide a
range of reading material as possible.
Listening to bedtime stories is a fantastic
way for children to develop a love of books
and to learn new vocabulary. Reading
magazines, cookery books or any other texts
your child is interested in is also a great way
to help your child develop as a reader.
Please record all reading in your child’s
reading record.
We ask that all children have a school book
bag to carry their books and reading record
in. 

H O M E  R E A D I N G



U N I F O R M
C l o t h i n g  &  F o o t w e a r :

R e d  o r  w h i t e  p o l o  s h i r t
R e d  j u m p e r  o r  c a r d i g a n

G r e y  o r  b l a c k  t r o u s e r s ,  s h o r t s  o r  a  s k i r t
I n  t h e  s u m m e r ,  r e d  a n d  w h i t e  c h e q u e r e d  d r e s s

B l a c k  t i g h t s ,  b l a c k  o r  w h i t e  s o c k s

C h i l d r e n  a r e  e x p e c t e d  t o  w e a r  s e n s i b l e ,  b l a c k ,  s c h o o l  s h o e s .   
T r a i n e r s  m u s t  o n l y  b e  w o r n  f o r  P E  l e s s o n s  a s  t h e y  a r e

s p o r t s w e a r  i t e m s .   B o o t s  m a y  b e  w o r n  t o  s c h o o l  i n  c o l d
w e a t h e r  b u t  s h o u l d  b e  r e m o v e d  w h e n  c h i l d r e n  e n t e r  s c h o o l

a n d  r e p l a c e d  w i t h  s c h o o l  s h o e s .

A l l  u n i f o r m ,  i n c l u d i n g  p o l o  s h i r t s ,  c a r d i g a n s  a n d  j u m p e r s
w i t h  t h e  s c h o o l  l o g o  o n  c a n  b e  p u r c h a s e d  f r o m  B a d g e d  i n

S a n d b a c h .
P l e a s e  e n s u r e  t h a t  e v e r y  i t e m  o f  u n i f o r m  i s  m a r k e d  w i t h

y o u r  c h i l d ’ s  n a m e .

A l l  c h i l d r e n  i n  R e c e p t i o n  a n d  K e y  S t a g e  1  a r e  e n t i t l e d  t o  a
f r e e  s c h o o l  m e a l .  E a c h  d a y  t h e  c h i l d r e n  c a n  c h o o s e  f r o m

t w o  h o t  o p t i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  o n e  v e g e t a r i a n ,  a  j a c k e t  p o t a t o
o r  a  s a n d w i c h  o p t i o n .  W i t h  s u c h  a  g o o d  c h o i c e  o f  h e a l t h y
m e a l s  a v a i l a b l e ,  w e  d o  e n c o u r a g e  a l l  t h e  c h i l d r e n  t o  t a k e

t h e i r  f r e e  m e a l .  H o w e v e r ,  i f  t h e y  p r e f e r ,  c h i l d r e n  c a n  b r i n g
t h e i r  o w n  l u n c h  f r o m  h o m e .  T h i s  s h o u l d  i n c l u d e  a  h e a l t h y

b a l a n c e  o f  i t e m s  a n d  s h o u l d  n o t  i n c l u d e  s w e e t s  o r  f i z z y
d r i n k s .

F r e s h  f r u i t  a n d  m i l k  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  R e c e p t i o n
c l a s s r o o m s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  d a y .  C h i l d r e n  m a y  a l s o  b r i n g
t h e i r  o w n  s n a c k  f r o m  h o m e  b u t  a g a i n ,  t h i s  s h o u l d  b e  a

h e a l t h y  o p t i o n  a n d  m a y  n o t  i n c l u d e  c r i s p s ,  c h o c o l a t e s  o r
s w e e t s .

A l l  c h i l d r e n  n e e d  t o  h a v e  a  w a t e r  b o t t l e  i n  s c h o o l  f o r  u s e
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  d a y .  T h e s e  c a n  b e  f i l l e d  f r o m  t h e  w a t e r

d i s p e n s e r s  i n  s c h o o l  a s  n e e d e d .  T h e y  s h o u l d  n o t  c o n t a i n  a n y
d r i n k s  o t h e r  t h a n  w a t e r .

L U N C H  &  S N A C K S



Parents are a child’s first educators and have a prime teaching role with their children. At Wheelock
Primary School we understand the importance of the parent partnership as part of the school
community and the crucial role as part of their child’s learning journey. We create strong
relationships through our welcome to school meetings, parent meetings and stay and play sessions at
the start of the school year. During the school year, parents receive updates through our online
learning journey, Tapestry, and also receive regular updates to inform them of what their child is
learning and how they can support learning at home. Parents are supported to contribute to their
child’s profile through Tapestry, at least once each half term. We also invite parents into the setting
to take part in our ‘watch me learn’ sessions and to share our learning throughout the year. Parents
are also invited to a formal meeting (parents evening) at which the teacher/EYFS Practitioners and
parent discuss the child’s progress.

Regular communication between home and school is vital to the success of every child’s educational
journey. Class teachers are available for a quick chat on the door most mornings and after school once
they have dismissed the other children safely. Tapestry is also used as a form of communication
between yourselves and the class teacher. If you need more time to discuss a question or concern, we
ask that you contact the school office to make an appointment. 

All issues relating to your child should be addressed to their class teacher in the first instance. If you
then still need to speak to someone else, you can make an appointment to meet with a member of the
senior leadership team: 

Mrs Michaela Taylor - EYFS Leader
Mrs Sally Whitehead - Principal

H O M E  S C H O O L  C O M M U N I C A T I O N



T a l k  t o  y o u r  c h i l d  a t  e v e r y
o p p o r t u n i t y  –  e . g .  w h a t  y o u
a r e  d o i n g  t h a t  d a y .

P l a n t  s e e d s  o r  b u l b s  i n
a  p o t  o r  g a r d e n  p a t c h .  

H O W  C A N  I  H E L P  A T  H O M E ?

All the fun activities that you do with your
child at home are important in supporting their
learning and development, and have a really
long lasting effect on your child’s learning as
they progress through school. You are your
child’s first educators and we greatly value any
input, opinions and information you can share
with us about your child. Working together as
partners will set the scene for your child to
thrive at Wheelock Primary School. 

Building positive relationships with the families
of Wheelock Primary School, creating a
‘triangle of trust’ between children, parents and
practitioners begins in the Early Years. We
understand that when parents relinquish part of
the care and teaching of their child to the staff
in our setting it is a big step. We pride ourselves
on creating an environment that is warm and
welcoming. Each day leads to a deeper
knowledge and understanding of each child and
their family. 

S i n g  a n d  t e l l  n u r s e r y  r h y m e s .

C o o k  /  b a k e  t o g e t h e r .  

M a k e  t i m e  f o r  y o u r  c h i l d
t o  r u n ,  j u m p ,  c l i m b  a n d
P L A Y  O U T D O O R S !

P l a y  b o a r d  g a m e s  t h a t  i n v o l v e
m o v i n g  a  c e r t a i n  a m o u n t  o f
s t e p s  o n ,  a n d  p l a y  w i t h  d i c e  a n d
d o m i n o e s .

S h a r e  a  b o o k d a i l y .  

P l a y  g a m e s  t h a t  e n c o u r a g e
s h a r i n g  a n d  t a k i n g  t u r n s .  

A l l o w  y o u r  c h i l d  t o  s e e
y o u  r e a d i n g  f o r  p l e a s u r e
o r  w r i t i n g  f o r  a  p u r p o s e
s u c h  a s  m a k i n g  s h o p p i n g
l i s t s  o r  w r i t i n g  b i r t h d a y
c a r d s .

T h e  H i v e  i s  o u r  b e f o r e  a n d  a f t e r - s c h o o l  c l u b  w h i c h  i s  o p e n  f r o m
7 . 3 0  t o  8 . 4 5 a m  a n d  f r o m  3 . 1 5  t o  6 . 0 0 p m .  I n f o r m a t i o n  a n d
r e g i s t r a t i o n  d e t a i l s  c a n  b e  v i e w e d  o n  o u r  s c h o o l  w e b s i t e .

T H E  H I V E



You can find a more detailed document outlining our philosophy and
policy for Early Years at Wheelock Primary on our website. This

provides a thorough outline about how we teach early reading, phonics,
and maths.  It shows how we use assessment in the EYFS and how

important our interactions are with your child. 

T H A N K  Y O U  F O R
C H O O S I N G  W H E E L O C K

P R I M A R Y  S C H O O L !


