
Key stage: UKS2 
Vocabulary list 

 

Words from the Academic word list (Year 5 and 6) Children are set weekly words for their spellings which include the 
following:  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

• A variety of suffix endings such as :-cious and -tious such as 

'delicious' and 'superstitious'; -cial and -tial such as 'special' and 

'partial'; -ant, -ance and -ancy such as 'hesitant', 'hesitance' and 

'hesitancy'; -ent, -ence and -ency such as ‘patient’, ‘patience’ and 

‘frequency’; -able / -ably and -ible / -ibly such as 'comfortable' / 

'comfortably' and 'horrible' / 'horribly' 

• Adding -ing / -ed to words ending -fer, for example: 'prefer', 

'preferring' and 'preferred' 

• Use of the hyphen, for example: 'co-ordinate', 're-enter' 

• Words containing ie / ei, for example: 'piece' and 'ceiling' 

• Words containing ough for example: 'enough', 'through', 'although', 

'plough' 

• Silent letters in words such as 'doubt', 'thistle' and 'knight' 

• Homophones for example: 'principle' and 'principal' 

  

 

 

 

 



Science  
Forces 

 
Earth and 

Space 
 

Properties of 
materials 

 

Living things 
and their 
habitats 

Animals 
including 
humans  

Light 
 

Evolution and 
inheritance  

 

Living things 
and their 
habitats  

Electricity 

Gravity 
Air resistance 

Water resistance 
Friction  

Buoyancy 
Attract 
Repel 

Magnet 
Poles 

Newton 
Gear 

Pulley 
Break 

Mechanism 
Accelerate 

Drag 
Streamlined 
Downward 
Upthrust  

 

Planets 
Solar system 

Mercury 
Venus 
Earth 
Mars 

Jupiter 
Saturn 
Uranus 
Neptune 

Dwarf Planets 
Galaxy 
Moon 

Phases of the 
moon 

Crescent 
Gibbous  

Full moon 
Half moon 

Orbit 
Sphere 
Seasons 
Rotation  

Properties 
Hardness 
Solubility 

Transparency 
Conductor 
Insulator 
Thermal 
Electrical 
Burning 
Rusting 

Magnetism 
Separate 
Solids 
Liquids 
Powders 
Density 

Insoluble 
Melt 

Dissolve 
Mix 

Solution  

Lifecycle 
Reproduction 
Movement 
Respiration 

Growth 
Excretion 
Nutrition 
Predators 

Prey 
Consumers 
Food web 
Sensitivity  
Food chain  

Fish 
Amphibians 

Reptiles 
Birds 

Mammals 
Insect 

 

Internal organs 
Heart 
Lungs 
Kidney 

Stomach 
Esophagus 
Ventricle 
Atrium 
Valve 
Pump 
Blood 

Oxygenated 
Deoxygenated 

Skeletal 
Muscular 
Exercise 

Diet 
Drugs 
Veins 

Capillaries 
Arteries 

Digestion 
Intestines  

 

Opaque 
Transparent 
Translucent 

Shadow 
Periscope  
Reflection 
Refraction 

Light 
Travel 

Straight 
Light source 

Object 
Mirrors 

Rainbows 
Filter 

Spectrum 
Prism  
Bends 

Direction 
Angle of 
incidence 
Angle of 
reflection 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Living things 
Change 
Fossils 

Offspring 
Charles Darwin 
Characteristics 

Variation 
Nature 
Nurture 
Inherited  

DNA 
Adaptation 
Identical 

Not identical  
Chromosomes 

Syndrome  
Twins 
Evolve 

 

Environment 
Habitat  
Vascular 

Non-vascular 
Invertebrate 
Vertebrate 
Herbivore 
Omnivore 
Carnivore 
Taxonomy 

Micro-organisms  
Bacteria 
Fungi 
Algae 

Protozoa 
Virus 

Carl Linnaeus 
Linnaean 
System 

Classification 
Key 

 
 

Voltage 
Brightness 
Switches 
Volume 
Danger 
Series 

Circuits 
Electrical safety 

Sign 
Buzzer 
Motor 
Bulb 

Battery 
Cell 

Wires 
Crocodile clip 

Appliance 
Conductor 
Insulator 
Socket 

Components 
Live 
Open  

 
 
 



Geography words  History words  DT words Art Words  
 Arctic  

Antarctic 
 Sustainability 

Immigrant 
Renewable 
Population 

Biomes 
Canopy 

Climate zones 
Grid reference 

Hemisphere – Northern and Southern  
Pollution – air, wind 
Import and export 

Equator 
Location 

Rural and urban  
Longitude and latitude  

Continent 
Country 
Region 
Terrain 
Coastal 
Tundra 

Rainforest 
Forest 
Desert 

Savanna 
Grassland 

Temperature 
Environment  

Primary source 
Secondary source 

Eyewitness 
Reliable 
Monarch 

Family tree 
Tudor 

Henry VIII 
offspring 

Heir 
World War II 

VE Day 
Concentration Camps 

Rationing 
Air raid 
Shelters 

Anderson Shelter 
Pyramid 
Pharoah 

Tutankhamun 
Egypt 

Dynasty  
Mummification 

Temple 
Calendar 

Hieroglyphs 
Settlement 

Archaeology  
Central America 
Ancient China 

Emperor 
Soldier  

Artifacts 
Decade 

Conquest 
Explorer 

Chorological  
 
 
 

Textiles 
Sewing 

Stitching 
Quilting  
Needle 

Embroidery ring 
Thread 
Cutting 
Peeling 
Slicing 
Frying 

Preparation 
Boiling  

Evaluation 
Design 
Improve  

Modification 
Junk model 

Masking tape 
Construct 

Electrical circuits 
Gears 

Pulleys 
Nutrition 
Structure 

Diet 
Allowance 

Salt 
Sugar 
Fat 

Protein 
Calories  

Tape 
Glue 

Glue gun 

Hatching 
Cross hatching 

Sketching 
Designs 

Line 
 Texture 
Pattern 
Form 
Shape 
Tone 

Smudge 
Blend 
Mark 
Hard 
Soft 
Light 
Heavy 
Mural 
Fresco 
Portrait 
Graffiti  
Blend 
Mix 
Line 

Abstract 
absorb 

Perspective 
impressionism 

 cast 
Arrange  

Fix 
Impressionists 
Hammering 

Refine 
Fabric 
Weave 

 



RE Words  Music words  PSHE words  PE words  

Belief 
Value 

Religion 
National 
global 
Local 

Sacred text 
Diversity 

Human rights 
Christianity 

Muslim 
Islam 

Judaism 
Buddhism 
Sikhism 

Discrimination 
Stereotypes 

Major world religions 
Faith 

Minority 
Majority 

View 
Place of worship 

Easter 
Christmas 
Prophet 

Messenger 
Messiah 
Respect 

 
 
 

Lyrics 
Tune 

Composer 
performer 
Capture 
Combine 
sounds 
Tempo 
Pitch 

Posture 
Breathing 
projection 
Dynamics 

Timbre 
Duration 

beat 
musical periods 

instruments 
orchestra 

genre 
era 

composition 
notation 

sing  
play 

bass clef 
treble clef staff 

crotchets 
quavers 

semibreves 
rest 

 

Rights  
Responsibilities  

United Nations Convention on The 
Rights of the Child 

Consequences 
Democracy 
Empathy 

 Perception 
Diversity 

Transgender 
Gender  

Imbalance 
Harassment 

Bullying 
Recipient 

Perseverance 
Achievement 

Realistic 
Unrealistic 
Hardship 

Contribution 
Recognition 
Restricted 
Exploited 

Vulnerable 
Mental health 

Self-harm 
Grief 

Testosterone 
Sperm 
Egg 

Hormones 
Period 

Hygiene  

Pass 
Possession 

Dribble 
Shoot 
Strike 
Shot 
Aim 

Defense 
Attack 

Net 
Goal 

Teamwork 
Cooperate 
Sequence 
Movement 

Run 
Sprint 
Leap 
Relay 
Swing 

Warm up 
Cool down 

Small, sided games 
Throw 
Target 

Positions 
Offside 

Foul throw/ foul 
Turn 
Pivot 

Chest, shoulder, bounce pass 
Coordination  

 
 



 
 


