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Whitefield Primary School

Music Policy

Updated: July 2020
Mission Statement

At Whitefield, we help our school community to be the best they can be, striving for academic excellence within our safe, happy and positive environment. We enable self-belief, care and respect for all; learning together to be proud of every achievement reached.

Rationale

The aim of this document is to provide an overview of the Music Curriculum and a programme of study across the Key Stages.

The national curriculum for music aims to ensure that all pupils:
· perform, listen to, review and evaluate music across a range of historical periods, genres, styles and traditions, including the works of the great composers and musicians

· learn to sing and to use their voices, to create and compose music on their own and with others, have the opportunity to learn a musical instrument, use technology appropriately and have the opportunity to progress to the next level of musical excellence

· understand and explore how music is created, produced and communicated, including through the interrelated dimensions: pitch, duration, dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture, structure and appropriate musical notations

Curriculum Overview

Early Year’s Foundation Stage

It is important in the foundation stage to give children a broad, play-based experience of Expressive Arts and Design in a range of contexts, including outdoor play. By the end of Foundation Stage children are expected to be confident within the Expressive Arts and Design Early Learning Goals. 

Exploring and using media and materials: Children sing songs, make music and dance, and experiment with ways of changing them. They safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques, experimenting with colour, design, texture, form and function.

Being imaginative: Children use what they have learnt about media and materials in original ways, thinking about uses and purposes. They represent their own ideas, thoughts and feelings through design and technology, art, music, dance, role play and stories.
Key Stage 1 
In Key Stage 1 children should be taught to:

· use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking chants and rhymes

· play tuned and untuned instruments musically

· listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-quality live and recorded music

· experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the interrelated dimensions of music

Key Stage 2

Pupils should be taught to sing and play musically with increasing confidence and control. They should develop an understanding of musical composition, organising and manipulating ideas within musical structures and reproducing sounds from aural memory.
Pupils should be taught to:

· play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and playing musical instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and expression

· improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the interrelated dimensions of music

· listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural memory

· use and understand staff and other musical notations

· appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded music drawn from different traditions and from great composers and musicians 

· develop an understanding of the history of music

Assessment and Record Keeping

By the end of each Key Stage, pupils are expected to know, apply and understand the matters, skills and processes outlined in the relevant programme of study. At the end of each term teachers have to report whether the children are WT, WA or WB the skills for each area taught. (Use assessment sheet)
Monitoring and Evaluation

Monitoring music will enable the music subject leader to gain an overview of the teaching and learning of music throughout the school.  This will assist the school in the self-evaluation process, identifying areas of strength as well as those for development.  In monitoring the quality of music teaching and learning the music subject leader will:

· Check that planning is taken from Charanga and scrutinise annotations to ensure coverage of the curriculum requirements. 

· Classroom observations of music teaching.

· Build up portfolios of evidence in the work drive.

· Hold discussions with teachers and pupils.

· Follow action plan.

· Audit and review the music resources regularly so that they are readily available and maintained 

· Provide CPD for any additional needs. 

Teaching and Learning

At Whitefield Primary school we follow both the Lancashire curriculum plans for music and the Charanga scheme which ensure that the National Curriculum objectives are taught through a variety of key skills. Teachers will need to plan their work so that skills are taught and that they are practised and developed over the year.  Teachers to have a class display in their classrooms to show musical terms and vocabulary used each lesson. Activities using music will be planned to allow for different levels of achievement by pupils and will provide opportunities for AGT (Able, Gifted and Talented) pupils and those with SEND (Special Educational Needs and Disabilities). 
Inclusion

We aim to maximise the use and benefits of music as one of the many resources to enable all pupils to achieve their full potential.  If the situation arises, the school will endeavour to provide appropriate resources to suit the specific needs of individual of groups of children. 
Role of subject leader

There is a designated Music subject leader to oversee the planning and delivery of music within the school.  The music subject leader will be responsible for:

· Raising standards in music as a national curriculum subject.

· Facilitating the use of music across the curriculum in collaboration with all subject leaders.

· Advising colleagues about effective teaching strategies, managing equipment and purchasing resources.

· Monitoring the delivery of the music curriculum and reporting to the Headteacher on the current status of the subject.

· Producing a music action plan and for the implementation of the music policy across the school. 

· To offer help and support to all members of staff (including teaching assistants) in their teaching, planning and assessment of music. 

· To maintain resources and advise staff on the use of materials, equipment and books. 

· To monitor classroom teaching or planning following the schools rolling programme of monitoring. 

· To monitor the children’s music work, looking at samples of different abilities. 

· To lead staff training on new initiatives. 

To attend appropriate in-service training and keep staff up to date with relevant information and developments.
