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	Our intention is to help students develop the skills to turn the subjective (our thoughts and feelings) into the objective (Performance, direction and design).

Our curriculum is academic and ambitious:

Students will be able to research, develop ideas, interpret texts, devise performances, and analyse and evaluate their performances. Students will be introduced to a range of theatrical skills and genres so that they can analyse and respond to texts as well as using these skills effectively in their own performances. We are ambitious for all of our students, so we teach in mixed ability classes and plan our lessons to stretch the highest attaining child whilst using scaffolding and the SEN 6 to support all students in achieving the same.

Our curriculum is broad and enriching:

A 3-year Key Stage 3 enables all students to study theatre from a range of genres and plays in order to understand the conventions of Drama and the influence of practitioners on contemporary theatre. Students will study styles including Naturalism, Physical Theatre and Brechtian techniques to enable them to make decisions about style when developing their own ideas.

Students will be given opportunities to participate in performances as well as exploring sound, lighting and costume design using the relevant technology. Outside of the classroom, we want to ensure students recognise the importance of Drama more widely through visiting theatres, accessing professional productions online and learning about careers in theatre (including acting, directing, production, light and sound, set and costume design and theatre management). We will organise theatre trips to inspire students to pursue Drama and to develop their understanding of dramatic devices by seeing them on the stage. As part of our enrichment offer, we will run a Drama club.  We offer opportunities throughout the year to perform, in addition to our annual musical that collaborates with Music and Dance. 




Our curriculum promotes core literacy:

To develop skills to engage with an audience and encourage them to question the world around them. As well as developing and performing their own performances, students will study whole texts such as ‘Blood Brothers’, ‘A Taste of Honey’ and ‘Ernie’s Incredible Illucinations’. This enables us to support literacy in the Drama curriculum, through reading, comprehension and inference. Through the study of whole texts, students will be taught to recognise the varied aspects of theatre in order to understand how they could pursue Drama at Key Stage 5, University and as a career. Students will learn to analyse plays and performance, write reviews, design costumes and sets and direct performances.

Our curriculum is values-based:

At Whitelands Academy we promote OuR TRAIT in all of our lessons. We encourage ‘teamwork’ in Drama so we discuss the importance of ‘tolerance’ and ‘respect’ when working in groups and sharing ideas. Many of the texts studied explore the value of tolerance and respect. 

Our curriculum is knowledge-based:

At Whitelands Academy we promote the retention and retrieval of knowledge through DNAs, home learning quizzes and the use of knowledge organisers. Although there are many practical elements in the Drama curriculum, we drive the importance of understanding the theoretical element of writing plays, and performing techniques.  We will make cross-curricular links between English, Music and History to develop students’ contextual understanding.



	
image1.png




image2.png
WHITELANDS
ACADEMY




