
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1st June 2026 
 
Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
At Whitelands, we are always mindful of the pressures families face including the cost of 
school uniform. We work hard to keep this as low as possible while still holding onto 
something we value deeply: pride in how our students present themselves. Looking 
smart isn’t about appearance for appearance’s sake; it’s about confidence, attitude and the 
habits that shape young people for life. It’s part of the equity we believe in. A simple, 
consistent uniform helps every child feel they belong, without the pressure to “keep 
up”, and it reflects the Whitelands TRAITs we talk about so often.  
 
With this in mind, we are writing to share a small number of updates to our uniform 
requirements from September 2026. These changes follow new government guidance on 
reducing uniform costs, alongside feedback from families and students. While the legislation 
allows for three branded items plus a tie, we will only be asking for two branded items and 
a tie.  We are also very aware that most girls choose to wear a skirt, and we wanted the 
total to not exceed three because of this.  
 
Plain grey, knitted v-neck jumpers (non-branded, long-sleeved) may now be worn as part of 
the uniform.  
 
We have also had frequent issues with lost items this year. To help us return belongings 
quickly, please ensure that all uniform items are clearly named.  
 
School Ties  
 
We recognise that the current clip-on red ties have not been as durable as we would have 
hoped. From September 2026, we will move to a navy-blue tie with a house-colour stripe, 
worn as a traditional tie-up.   
 
For all students in the school in September 2026 — both new Year 7 students and those in 
other year groups — we will be presenting each student with their new house tie as part of 



 

our start-of-year routine.  Replacement ties will be available directly from the school at a 
cost of £5.20, so you will not need to go through the school supplier.  
 
Tailored Shorts  
 
To give students more comfort in warmer months, tailored shorts will be an option for boys. 
Suggested styles are included in the guidance further down. When wearing shorts, students 
should wear dark grey or black socks.  
 
Skirts and Socks/Tights  
 
Students wearing skirts should continue to wear either black tights or black socks. Sports 
logos are not permitted on socks.  
 
PE Kit Updates  
 
To further reduce costs, we are simplifying our PE kit. From September 2026, the only 
branded PE item required will be the Whitelands sports polo shirt.  
 
All other PE items may be unbranded and should include:  

• Navy blue sports leggings, loose-fitting mid-thigh sports shorts, or navy 
blue non-branded tracksuit bottoms  

• A non-branded quarter-zip fleece and/or navy blue windproof jacket  
• Plain navy football socks for PE lessons  

  
 
Summary of Key Changes for September 2026  
 
Uniform  

• Only two branded items + tie required (not three)  
• School blazer available from Stevensons is mandatory.  
• Plain grey, knitted v-neck jumper (non-branded, long-sleeved)  
• Please ensure all items are clearly named, especially shirts and trousers  

  
School Ties  

• New navy tie with house-colour stripe (traditional tie-up)  
• Available directly from school for £5.20  
• All students (including new Y7) will receive a house tie at the start of the year at no 

cost.  
  
Tailored Shorts  

• Tailored shorts permitted for boys in warmer months.  
• Must be worn with dark grey or black socks.  

  
Skirts & Socks/Tights  

• Students wearing skirts: black tights or black socks only.  
• No sports logos on socks.  



 

 PE Kit  
• Only one branded item required: the Whitelands sports polo shirt available through 

Stevensons.  
• All other items should not have a logo on display and 

can be unbranded, these include:  
o Navy leggings, mid-thigh loose fit sports shorts, or navy tracksuit bottoms  
o Non-branded quarter-zip fleece and/or navy windproof jacket  
o Plain navy football socks  

  
As always, our aim is simple: to make sure every child feels proud, prepared and ready to 
learn, without placing unnecessary pressure on families. These updates keep costs down 
while protecting the sense of belonging and high expectations that define Whitelands. 
Thank you, as ever, for your support, your feedback and the partnership we value so much. 
Together, we will continue to build a school where every young person can thrive - looking 
smart, thinking smart, and carrying our TRAITs into everything they do.  
   
Example items from high street retailers  
 
Shorts:  
Charcoal Grey Adjustable Waist Boys School Shorts 2 Pack | School | George at ASDA  
Buy Grey Single Flat Front School Shorts (3-14yrs) from the Next UK online shop  
2 Pack Boys' Regular Leg School Shorts (2-14 Yrs) | M&S  
 
PE Kit:  
Athletic Sportswear Kids Football Shorts Junior Boys Girls Premium PE Running Gym Sports 
Fitness Shorts (Navy, 13-14 Years) : Amazon.co.uk: Fashion  
Navy School PE Sports Shorts | Uniform Direct ®  
Football Socks – Navy – Teenywear  
Buy Navy Blue Football Socks from the Next UK online shop  
Zuimei 5 Pairs White Sports Socks Mens Cotton Cushioned Socks Crew Socks for Women 
Plain Tennis Running Socks Breathable for Workout Training Hiking : Amazon.co.uk: Fashion  
Sports Leggings (6-16 Yrs) | Goodmove | M&S  
Tri Dri Childrens/Kids Training Leggings (12/13 Years) (Navy) : Amazon.co.uk: Fashion  
Mountain Warehouse Camber II Kids Half-Zip Fleece - Lightweight & Breathable Microfleece 
Sweatshirt For Boys & Girls - For Spring Summer, Outdoors & Travelling Jet Black Kids Size 9-
10 Years : Amazon.co.uk: Fashion  
Compare regatta men's dark navy micro lightweight half zip fleece - l products from over 
5,000 stores  
FORZA Kids’ & Junior Windbreaker Jackets | Net World Sports  
 
We hope these changes will help to make our uniform more practical, comfortable, 
and cost-effective, while maintaining the high standards and shared identity of our school 
community. Thank you, as always, for your continued support.  
 
Kind regards,  
 
Whitelands Academy  

https://direct.asda.com/george/school/shorts/charcoal-grey-adjustable-waist-boys-school-shorts-2-pack/GEM733319-23565,default,pd.html?clr=Charcoal+Grey
https://www.next.co.uk/style/su963200/988259
https://www.marksandspencer.com/school-2pk-boys-regular-leg-shorts-2-14-yrs-/p/clp60588147?extid=os_shopping_KW_UK_BAU&color=CHARCOAL
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Football-Shorts-Premium-Running-Fitness/dp/B09M6F2DKD?dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.Jm5smZ89GJe5AmqC9PV2oVdnBc8AwISz2KWdmZ7jJ0wUGXt9GVnpgTKl7Zinuv1xgwl1WNeuqkRpn2-_NaYaukaWRAbOfLV1Zcz5BZ65B5Co11EnmNPfaoVrrLJSn33P3xSViAnHH-9uA64XopWFZ4tze-3HrFsfBgjBm7VxoLZiZxNs5NHgcuv0P4VxUWoqfVP-Ak8a9rt-V8uBwO2aMLXj9ksDrN8TKlMzXFg_3yoSkgrOan6TIUQlbgRZuUljQ36juHCBmZ_yzbsPhacOvbCzMF28Ntw54o5NWneAt2k.3QJD90GKGPSqI5hZodjcJEhxfLy_TvFe_OoBLidZFZQ&dib_tag=se&keywords=navy%2Bpe%2Bshorts&qid=1778592900&sr=8-7&th=1&psc=1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Football-Shorts-Premium-Running-Fitness/dp/B09M6F2DKD?dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.Jm5smZ89GJe5AmqC9PV2oVdnBc8AwISz2KWdmZ7jJ0wUGXt9GVnpgTKl7Zinuv1xgwl1WNeuqkRpn2-_NaYaukaWRAbOfLV1Zcz5BZ65B5Co11EnmNPfaoVrrLJSn33P3xSViAnHH-9uA64XopWFZ4tze-3HrFsfBgjBm7VxoLZiZxNs5NHgcuv0P4VxUWoqfVP-Ak8a9rt-V8uBwO2aMLXj9ksDrN8TKlMzXFg_3yoSkgrOan6TIUQlbgRZuUljQ36juHCBmZ_yzbsPhacOvbCzMF28Ntw54o5NWneAt2k.3QJD90GKGPSqI5hZodjcJEhxfLy_TvFe_OoBLidZFZQ&dib_tag=se&keywords=navy%2Bpe%2Bshorts&qid=1778592900&sr=8-7&th=1&psc=1
https://www.uniform-direct.com/acatalog/Navy--School--PE-Shorts-93.html
https://teenywear.co.uk/socks-and-tights/football-socks-navy/
https://www.next.co.uk/style/st081410/930815
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Zuimei-Cushioned-Running-Breathable-Training/dp/B0CTHBKTCL?dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.aYJH3c0g_JOF7Z3Ir2WnPdbm4tECpIZ3s0u94HcRQOQxtmiRPZWaeoaTtOl4ZjHLTnsHB74NHFCQf3nWpH0miCg8jlS8-VZiqTG3idqLzIkZhtqz55rGJ1jANqNu_FtK0gruw_jA9qxhAqpe7R2j76oUqGZN1OteZOJ8ZLngCSKr6xVzeh8tGDs5Xbuj4cdbZuq7KK9fWR5hYTg_5668skI9sYOljRCC6eRgyDmWoyUrmzcvf87IWG0HKPAd4ebavB-Wq_UA8rpd9NaOPeN-9A2qMKvH11Z9C0ec98SAWjo.l8ZbClg1duh7NC76ThF5niO6Ip33K-WFPH02Z8bArdI&dib_tag=se&keywords=plain+white+socks&qid=1779263901&sr=8-8
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Zuimei-Cushioned-Running-Breathable-Training/dp/B0CTHBKTCL?dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.aYJH3c0g_JOF7Z3Ir2WnPdbm4tECpIZ3s0u94HcRQOQxtmiRPZWaeoaTtOl4ZjHLTnsHB74NHFCQf3nWpH0miCg8jlS8-VZiqTG3idqLzIkZhtqz55rGJ1jANqNu_FtK0gruw_jA9qxhAqpe7R2j76oUqGZN1OteZOJ8ZLngCSKr6xVzeh8tGDs5Xbuj4cdbZuq7KK9fWR5hYTg_5668skI9sYOljRCC6eRgyDmWoyUrmzcvf87IWG0HKPAd4ebavB-Wq_UA8rpd9NaOPeN-9A2qMKvH11Z9C0ec98SAWjo.l8ZbClg1duh7NC76ThF5niO6Ip33K-WFPH02Z8bArdI&dib_tag=se&keywords=plain+white+socks&qid=1779263901&sr=8-8
https://www.marksandspencer.com/sports-leggings-6-16-yrs-/p/clp60576233#intid=pid_pg1pip7g4r1c1%7Cprodflag_Online%20Only
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Tri-Dri-Childrens-Training-Leggings/dp/B0FHGKYXN7
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Mountain-Warehouse-Camber-Kids-Fleece/dp/B0BP6GKS1K?dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.208B6aM1IFa-rtBumCaSfTskCB4_1pHjhlZfE5H31VdtLY3a85ms2_mNLKOa4rYNCiWdzvss6plGgI_jn_maw5VMdZm8WUcOSKkFDPJ98McelvllPxJ9_UivBagnosRzr4pjuOzhx4Pgcq1AvjoD3jUI0YIrO0IiTcBLkyGyF5kkIgKktmfehB_XJ2xi2JoQnIoUE65K-BtF38VpRheLBQNXx7F9c9WKBUGBM6BcQyZs8YxuqdSqG4D_S3HnJSVB0rlCJ6nxuvGkrltLYZ6hNgC6xKQ6j69luZydqQy5nkk.jMe8hhaRvNqL7ztpFBNBrBD82KRd3xKTH4YB2wBEwUo&dib_tag=se&keywords=1%2F4%2Bzip%2Bfleece%2Bkids&qid=1778593162&sr=8-7&th=1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Mountain-Warehouse-Camber-Kids-Fleece/dp/B0BP6GKS1K?dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.208B6aM1IFa-rtBumCaSfTskCB4_1pHjhlZfE5H31VdtLY3a85ms2_mNLKOa4rYNCiWdzvss6plGgI_jn_maw5VMdZm8WUcOSKkFDPJ98McelvllPxJ9_UivBagnosRzr4pjuOzhx4Pgcq1AvjoD3jUI0YIrO0IiTcBLkyGyF5kkIgKktmfehB_XJ2xi2JoQnIoUE65K-BtF38VpRheLBQNXx7F9c9WKBUGBM6BcQyZs8YxuqdSqG4D_S3HnJSVB0rlCJ6nxuvGkrltLYZ6hNgC6xKQ6j69luZydqQy5nkk.jMe8hhaRvNqL7ztpFBNBrBD82KRd3xKTH4YB2wBEwUo&dib_tag=se&keywords=1%2F4%2Bzip%2Bfleece%2Bkids&qid=1778593162&sr=8-7&th=1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Mountain-Warehouse-Camber-Kids-Fleece/dp/B0BP6GKS1K?dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.208B6aM1IFa-rtBumCaSfTskCB4_1pHjhlZfE5H31VdtLY3a85ms2_mNLKOa4rYNCiWdzvss6plGgI_jn_maw5VMdZm8WUcOSKkFDPJ98McelvllPxJ9_UivBagnosRzr4pjuOzhx4Pgcq1AvjoD3jUI0YIrO0IiTcBLkyGyF5kkIgKktmfehB_XJ2xi2JoQnIoUE65K-BtF38VpRheLBQNXx7F9c9WKBUGBM6BcQyZs8YxuqdSqG4D_S3HnJSVB0rlCJ6nxuvGkrltLYZ6hNgC6xKQ6j69luZydqQy5nkk.jMe8hhaRvNqL7ztpFBNBrBD82KRd3xKTH4YB2wBEwUo&dib_tag=se&keywords=1%2F4%2Bzip%2Bfleece%2Bkids&qid=1778593162&sr=8-7&th=1
https://uk.redbrain.shop/p/05051513838944?utm_source=google&utm_medium=css_organic
https://uk.redbrain.shop/p/05051513838944?utm_source=google&utm_medium=css_organic
https://www.networldsports.co.uk/kids-junior-windbreaker-jackets.html

