
 

What are the most effective ways to support 
disadvantaged pupils’ achievement?  

Research undertaken by NFER has identified seven building blocks that are common 
in schools which are more successful in raising disadvantaged pupils’ attainment. 

 

 
 

This briefing, by Caroline Sharp, Shona MacLeod, Amy Skipp and Steve Higgins, is 
based on national research with primary, secondary and special schools across 
England. A full research report and a summary for school leaders are also available 
from the Department for Education and NFER websites: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-education/about/research 
and www.nfer.ac.uk/publications/PUPP01 
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