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Charging and 
Remissions Policy


This policy has been informed by the DFE paper “Charging for School Activities”, planning and funding extended school and A guide to the law for School Governors


POLICY STATEMENT

The Local Governing Body of Wisbech St Mary CE Academy recognises the extremely valuable contribution that the wide range of additional activities, including clubs, visiting speakers, outings and residential experiences can make towards pupil's academic, personal and social education.  The Local Governing body aims to promote and provide such activities both as part of a broad and balanced curriculum for the pupils of the school and as additional optional activities.

AIMS

· to ensure all pupils have equal access to curriculum enrichment activities despite their family's financial means 
· to provide financial support for chargeable activities in cases of family hardship
	




GUIDELINES FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE CHARGING & REMISSIONS POLICY

The Headteacher is responsible for implementing and monitoring this policy, which will be reviewed by the Governors Curriculum and Finance Committees.

The Governing Body reserves the right to make a charge in the following circumstances for activities organised by the school

Breakages

The Governors reserve the right to ask parents to pay for the cost of replacing a broken window or a defaced, lost or damaged textbook or other item where damage or loss is the result of a pupil's poor behaviour.

School Journeys in school hours

The board and lodging element of residential activities will be charged for and a voluntary contribution be asked for the cost of transport.

Educational visits (day) / visitors to the school

Optional extras at Wisbech St Mary CE Academy include educational day trips, sports or music outings.  Most of these trips will be made within school time. Payment of some of these outings will be made by voluntary parental contribution.  Parents will be invited to voluntarily contribute towards the total costs.

The school reserves the right to cancel a visit, should parental voluntary contributions be significantly lower than the costs to be incurred by the school.

Activities outside school hours

The full cost will be charged to each pupil for activities deemed to be optional extras taking place outside school hours e.g. wrap around care.

Materials and equipment

It remains the parents’/carers’ responsibility to supply school uniform including P.E. kit. The cost of tuition, purchase or hire of instruments, materials, equipment or clothing for activities which take place outside school hours and /or are purely voluntary and optional (i.e. musical instrument lessons), are also at full parental cost.

Nursery fees
It remains the parents’/carers’ responsibility to pay for any additional Nursery hours outside of funded sessions, regardless of age, this includes lunchtime provision. 

The Governors reserve the right to ask parents to pay late fees for any payments made after the deadline. 





Late collection
The Governors reserve the right to ask parents to pay as renumeration of staff time, for any children collected more than 15 minutes late at rate of £1 per minute. 

Remissions

The Local Governing body may from time to time decide to remit all or part of the cost of activities involving particular pupils.  This will be at the Governors discretion.  In other circumstances, there may be cases of family hardship, which make it difficult for pupils to take part in particular activities which the school runs for which a charge is made.  When arranging chargeable activities, the Governors will invite parents to apply in confidence for the remission of charges in part or full.  Authorisation of remission will be made by the Headteacher on behalf of the Local Governing Body.
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