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SEND Information Report
2024-2025
(Special Educational Needs and Disabilities)


The following information is designed for parents and carers of children who have Special Educational Needs and or Disabilities (SEND). This includes all those who support children with any additional needs. The report outlines the provision and support that children should expect to receive, when choosing Wisbech St Mary C of E Academy for their children.
The SEND Governor is Julie Coales 
The SENDCO is Beth Freeburn


What is Special Educational Needs and Disability?
The SEND Code of Practice (2015) states that:
“A child or young person has SEND if they have a learning difficulty which calls for special educational provision to be made for them. A child of compulsory school age or a young person has a learning difficulty or disability if they:

a) Have significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of others the same age.
b) Have a disability which prevents or hinders them from making use of educational facilities of a kind generally provided for others of the same age in mainstream schools.”

Within the Code of Practice (2015) four broad areas of need are identified as:

1. Communication and interaction
2. Cognition and learning
3. Social, mental and emotional health
4. Sensory and/or physical

Identifying pupils that have Special Educational Needs?
Special education needs are identified through our whole school monitoring and assessment regime.  Class teachers regularly assess all pupils’ progress. If a child is making limited progress in an area of the curriculum, we would initially invite you, as parent /carer, to discuss this with the class teacher. If you are concerned about your child, you should, in the first instance, speak to their teacher, who will listen to your concerns and be able to explain how your child is supported on a day-to-day basis. The class teacher will also explain what reasonable adjustments they are making, in class, to help and support your child. The class teacher may also offer ideas on how you can support your child at home.  It is important to remember that some children may need support at different points in their schooling and this does not necessarily mean that they have a special educational need. Often, targeted support, from the class teacher may be sufficient to address their difficulties and allow them to ‘catch-up’ with their peers. 
What if my child is identified as having SEND?
If, after reasonable adjustments by the class teacher and/or TA your child continues to show little or no progress, we would speak further to discuss the next steps, in our graduated response. The next step could consist of two complete cycles of ‘Assess, Plan, Do, Review’. Parents and carers, along with the pupil are encouraged to take an active role in these plans. Once two cycles have been completed it may be that your child has ‘caught up’ and no further action is needed.  If there are still concerns around your child’s progress, Specialist Support may be necessary. It is at this time the school will look into what specialist provision is needed from external agencies, which could include: 
· Specialist Teaching Team 
· Speech and Language Therapy Service 
· Hearing Impairment Service 
· Visual Impairment Service 
· Occupational Therapy Service and Physiotherapy Service  
· Consultant Community Paediatrician 
· Family workers
· Early Help Hub
For a full list of Cambridgeshire services that you may wish to access please visit.
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/children-and-families/local-offer/about-cambridgeshire-s-local-offer 
 
What is WSM’s approach to teaching children with SEN?
In our fully inclusive school, we aim to offer excellence and choice to all our children, whatever their ability or needs. Reasonable adaptations are made to meet individual needs, this includes the learning environment. We have high expectations, and we aim to achieve this through the removal of barriers to learning and participation. We want all our children to feel that they are a valued part of our school community. The class teacher, along with the SENDCo, will consider and use a range of effective teaching approaches to support your child’s progress. These may include word mats, small group support or social stories, amongst other strategies. All reasonable adjustments will be made to meet your child’s needs. As we are an inclusive school, pupils with SEND will be considered when school trips are planned, and individual risk assessments will be completed where necessary
What kind of provision do we offer for those with a Special Educational?
Here at Wisbech St Mary C of E Academy, (WSM), we provide education for pupils of Primary School age. We, as a school, make provision for pupils with difficulties in the four broad ‘areas of need, which are: Communication and Interaction, Cognition and Learning, Sensory and Physical difficulties and Social, Emotional and mental health difficulties. We provide various interventions/support that meet the individual academic, social, behavioural and speech and language needs of the children. Many of the interventions we offer are flexible and fluid, which means children, can move in and out of an intervention depending on need. Children who may require higher levels of support have access to appropriately trained support staff both within school and from external agencies. Pupils with EHC Plans are supported in class according to the requirements of the Plan. (For a full list of interventions offered at WSM see appendix 2)
What provision do you have when my child moves class or changes school?
We recognise that transitions can be particularly difficult for pupils with SEND. To ensure smooth transitions between classes and schools, we take the following steps:
· If moving schools, we will contact the school SENDCo and ensure they know about any special arrangements or support that need to be made for your child. We will also ensure the records we have for your child will be passed on in a timely manner. 
· When moving classes in school, information is passed on to the new teacher. We also take into account the individual child and ensure their needs are met. This could mean extra familiarisation visits during long breaks or a getting to know you book that includes photographs.
· When transitioning into year 7, the Class teacher and SENDCo will discuss the specific needs of your child with the SENDCo of their secondary school. If your child has an EHC, representatives from the Secondary school will be invited to attend Annual Reviews to support smooth transition.


Pupil and Parent/Carer participation 
In our school, we encourage all of our children to take responsibility and to make decisions about their learning. This is part of the culture of our school and relates to children of all ages. The work in the Foundation Stage recognises the importance of children developing social as well as educational skills. Children are involved at an appropriate level in setting targets in their APDR’s and are encouraged to make judgements about their own performance against their targets. Our exciting curriculum encourages pupils to be active learners at each stage of their schooling. 
As a school, we work closely with parents and carers in the support of those children with special educational needs. We believe and encourage an active partnership through an ongoing dialogue with parents/carers and pupils. 

Who can I contact to provide additional advice and support for my family? 
· Our Family Support Worker, Jurate Trumpickiene, can offer support with challenging behaviour, establishing routines, raising self-esteem, increasing confidence and improving family relationships. If you would like to speak with our family worker, then please contact the school office. 
· Early Help Assessment (EHA) Sometimes it is difficult to know exactly what help your family may need. If this is the case, the Early Help Assessment is an ideal tool to help. It is a way of identifying the difficulties and issues you, as a family, may be facing. It can then be used to seek the appropriate help and advice. Find out more from the link below to a leaflet for parents. http://www4.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/download/downloads/id/573/caf_leaflet_for_parents_and_carers
·  The Parent Partnership Service providing Cambridgeshire's SEND Information, Advice and Support Service (SENDIASS) offers impartial and confidential information, advice and support to parents and carers who have a child or young person with special educational needs (SEN) or a disability or have concerns that their child has special educational needs. There are also leaflets available in school for this service. They can be contacted on 01223 699214 (term time only) or pps@cambridgeshire.gov.uk
· The Local Authority publishes its information about the Local Offer at www.cambridgeshire.gov/SEND


Our school SEND policy, which contains further links that may be of interest to parents/carers can be found by clicking on the link below.
https://www.wsmacademy.co.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=347&type=docx 

Please remember, our door is always open to you, please request an appointment should you have any questions.

Thank you 
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