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Wistaston Weekly 

Friday 9th January 2026 

Welcome to 2026 – The National Year of Reading! 

2026 has been declared the National Year of Reading, and here at Wistaston Church Lane, 

we’re ready to GO ALL IN! Reading opens doors to adventure, imagination, and lifelong 

learning, and we want every child to experience the magic. To kick things off, we’re setting a 

big, exciting challenge: each class is aiming to read a total of 2,026 times—both at school 

and at home. Every read counts and reading records will be checked weekly. The first class to 

hit 2,026 reads will win a special prize! 

But that’s not all—we’re also launching our first ‘Mystery Reader’ event on Friday 13th 

February at 2:45 pm. A surprise guest will pop into each class to share a favourite story, and 

it could be you! If you’d like to be one of our mystery readers, just email the school office 

with ‘Mystery Reader’ as the subject. Don’t forget to say which year group you would like to 

read to.            

Let’s make 2026 a year full of stories, laughter, and reading for everyone—let’s GO ALL IN! 

 

Kind regards 

Mrs Elsley 



Principal 

Useful Dates for Diary 

Further details are shared nearer to the time. 

Any new dates added to this will be highlighted in green. 

Important dates can be found on the School Calendar at: 

https://www.wclacademy.co.uk/calendar 

 

Week Commencing 12th January will be WEEK 2 (New Autumn Menu) 

for lunches 

Please be aware that there will be a special menu on Census Day (Thursday 15th January) 

as follows: 

https://www.wclacademy.co.uk/calendar


Main Dish – Pork Meatballs, Spaghetti & Garlic Bread 

Main Dish 2 – Vegetarian Meatballs, Spaghetti & Garlic Bread 

Jacket Potato or Sandwich – Jacket Potato 

Dessert – Chocolate Oaty Cookies 

 

What’s New! 

Weekly Digital Safety Spotlight 

 

Census Day – Thursday 15th January 

We would be very grateful if every infant pupil was able to have a school dinner on Census 

Day on Thursday 15th January. Please see the special Census Day menu above. 

Money comes into schools in different ways. One way that money comes into its central 

budget is from infant school dinners. The government pay for children in the infants to have 

a free meal each day. The money is put into the school budget at the start of September 

(which we receive monthly). In order to decide how much money to allocate each school, 

they carry out a census in the Autumn and Spring Terms. They work out how many infant 

children have a dinner on those two days and allocate funds accordingly. 

KS2 Morning Snack 

KS2 Snack for the Spring and Summer terms are now available via Trips on Arbor for 

payment and consent. If you would like your child to have toast during morning break, 

please ensure payment is made in advance. The cost is £5.50 per half term, and this will be 

checked daily. Toast will only be provided for children whose consent is recorded on Arbor. 



New Swan Stars Menu 

Please see below the new menu for Swan Stars: 

 

Lunchtime & After School Clubs – Spring Term 

All after school clubs this term will run weekly (term-time only) from the week beginning 

12th January to the week ending 13th March unless otherwise stated below. Please note 

that Year 6 Maths Booster does not start until 27th January. All after school clubs will end 

at 4.15pm and children should be collected from the Junior Playground.  

If your child wishes to attend any of the clubs below, please go to your child’s Arbor account 

and choose the appropriate club for your child’s year group. After signing up, children will be 

expected to attend all sessions (for safeguarding reasons we need to keep a register). The 

clubs in green are organised by Coach Barks and should be booked directly at Coach Barks 

Spring Term Link. The club in blue is organised by Crewe Alexandra in the Community and 

has to be booked directly with them via https://portal.sportskey.com/venues/crewe-

alexandra-in-the-community/events/F1V5RU.. The club in red is organised by Cheshire 

Cricket Board and has to be booked directly with them. 

Clubs run by staff members are free and only those booked directly through external 

organisations are charged for. 

Please note that due to staff absences we may need to cancel clubs at short notice. We will, 

of course, do our utmost to avoid this and to help where we can. 

Please consider that the notice period for cancelling places at Swan Stars is four weeks for 

contracted sessions and 7 days for ad hoc bookings. 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fforms%2Fd%2Fe%2F1FAIpQLSfn91sdoJkUV5e5zJvpj-ixP6Q7IB6ZG8Kvd4FpWJZH2NjmBA%2Fviewform&data=05|02|dloton%40wistaston.cheshire.sch.uk|dde4eb1595e546f4f1be08de2da9c735|a8a557db58534eaaa759eb7581cb675c|0|0|638998405982671905|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D|60000|||&sdata=k2PdH6r3NcC%2BIL%2B0qWsfOhFkl7vSNnnDddZRMstGAfE%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fforms%2Fd%2Fe%2F1FAIpQLSfn91sdoJkUV5e5zJvpj-ixP6Q7IB6ZG8Kvd4FpWJZH2NjmBA%2Fviewform&data=05|02|dloton%40wistaston.cheshire.sch.uk|dde4eb1595e546f4f1be08de2da9c735|a8a557db58534eaaa759eb7581cb675c|0|0|638998405982671905|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D|60000|||&sdata=k2PdH6r3NcC%2BIL%2B0qWsfOhFkl7vSNnnDddZRMstGAfE%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fportal.sportskey.com%2Fvenues%2Fcrewe-alexandra-in-the-community%2Fevents%2FF1V5RU&data=05|02|admin%40wistaston.cheshire.sch.uk|85acbf745db04fd8901008de4de55d7b|a8a557db58534eaaa759eb7581cb675c|0|0|639033844670392527|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D|0|||&sdata=lr00sUU5bloXt6FncgVYw0Zf%2F8ipQ2MZE9MggRN9Bd4%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fportal.sportskey.com%2Fvenues%2Fcrewe-alexandra-in-the-community%2Fevents%2FF1V5RU&data=05|02|admin%40wistaston.cheshire.sch.uk|85acbf745db04fd8901008de4de55d7b|a8a557db58534eaaa759eb7581cb675c|0|0|639033844670392527|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D|0|||&sdata=lr00sUU5bloXt6FncgVYw0Zf%2F8ipQ2MZE9MggRN9Bd4%3D&reserved=0


 

*Year 6 Maths Club will run on the following dates only before SATs: 

27th January, 3rd February, 10th February, 24th February, 3rd March, 10th March, 17th 

March, 14th April, 21st April, 28th April & 5th May 

School Applications Timetable 

Please see below the timetable for school applications for Reception and Secondary places 

for September 2026. More information can be found at 

https://www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/schools/admissions/admissions.aspx. 

Please be aware  that the closing date for Reception places this coming September is 

Thursday 15th January. 

https://www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/schools/admissions/admissions.aspx


 

 

Elf Run 

 

A huge thank you to everyone who supported our recent event in aid of St Luke’s Hospice. 

We have raised £475 of our £500 target. If you would like to make a donation, this can still 

be done via our Just Giving page at: 

WCLA Elf Run Just Giving Link 

Attendance & Fines For Unauthorised Absence  

We are working closely with our Education Welfare Office to improve our attendance and 

prevent children’s attendance from falling below 95%. Children with attendance below 90% 

are classed as persistent absentees. We are contacting parents by letter if we are worried 

https://www.justgiving.com/page/wistaston-church-lane-academy-4?utm_medium=FR&utm_source=CL


that a child’s attendance is becoming close to 90%. Please be assured that this is just a 

process and that we are here to support families as much as we can to improve attendance.  

If you wish to find out more, you may refer to the following: 

• Pupil Attendance and Registration Policy: https://www.wclacademy.co.uk/policies 

• Cheshire East School Attendance: www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/schools/school-

attendance/attendance-and-children-out-of-education.aspx  

• Department for Education: 

https://www.gov.uk/school-attendance-absence/overview 

If your child is going to be absent due to a medical appointment, please inform the school 

office (By telephone, email or via the school website) and show confirmation of the 

appointment (This can be by letter, text, appointment card or email). 

If your child is going to be absent due to illness, please inform the school office (By 

telephone, email or via the school website) each day and give as much detail as possible 

regarding their symptoms/diagnosis for their attendance records. 

If your child is going to be absent for any other reason (e.g. holiday, wedding, non-medical 

appointment), please complete a Leave of Absence Request Form at your earliest possible 

opportunity and attach any relevant supporting information that you wish to be taken into 

consideration. You should be aware that if your child is taken out of school and the reasons 

are not classed as exceptional, the absence will be recorded as unauthorised. Any appeal 

should be made prior to the end of the period of absence before an FPN is issued. 

The law requires all children between the ages of 5 and 16 to be in full time education. 

Under Section 7 of the Education Act 1996 it is the duty of the parent/carer of a child of 

compulsory school age to ensure that they attend school regularly. 

A new National Framework for Penalty Notices came into force on 19th August 2024. As a 

result of these changes, absences will be tracked over a rolling 3 year period and penalty 

notices will be issued for the following: 

• Term time leave of 5 or more consecutive days 

• 10 sessions of unauthorised leave in a rolling 10 week period 

Please note that penalty notices may also be issued before the threshold is met where it 

appears parents are deliberately avoiding the national threshold by taking several term time 

holidays of less than 5 days. 

Penalty notices will continue to be issued per parent per child as follows: 

https://www.wclacademy.co.uk/policies
https://www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/schools/school-attendance/attendance-and-children-out-of-education.aspx
https://www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/schools/school-attendance/attendance-and-children-out-of-education.aspx
https://www.gov.uk/school-attendance-absence/overview


• First Offence – For term time leave or irregular school attendance; Charged at £160 

per parent, per child if paid within 28 days, reducing to £80 per parent, per child if 

paid within 21 days. 

• Second Offence – Where a second notice is issued within 3 years of the first penalty 

notice for either term time leave or irregular attendance, this will be charged at £160 

if paid within 28 days. 

• Third Offence – If a third offence occurs within 3 years of the first penalty notice, a 

penalty notice will not be issued but the case may proceed to Parental Prosecution 

under the Single Justice Procedure. If found guilty of the offence of ‘Failure to send a 

child to school’, the Magistrate can impose a fine up to £1000 or legal proceedings 

under Section 444 (1a) can include a fine of up to £2500. 

Please be aware that these changes are national changes and all penalty notices will be 

issued by Cheshire East Council. The school does not benefit financially in any way from 

any fines issued. 

EYFS Absence Messages 

Please be aware that Tapestry should not be used to report absences. If your child is absent, 

please report this by email to the school office (admin@wistaston.cheshire.sch.uk), 

telephone (01270 663619) or by submitting on online form via the website 

(https://www.wclacademy.co.uk/). Thank you for your kind cooperation. 

Bikeability 

If your child is in Year 4 or Year 5 and you would like them to take part in Bikeability, please 

complete the consent form in full (either the electronic form emailed to parents this week 

or a paper copy) and return it to school ASAP. Please note that consent for this activity 

cannot be given on Arbor. Further details are included in the consent form. 

The dates for Bikeability are as follow: 

Year 5 Level 2 (Available to all children who completed Level 1 last year) – Monday 9th & 

Tuesday 10th February 2026 

Year 4 Level 1 – Tuesday 24th March 2026 

Infection Control 

There have been reported cases of Chickenpox in EYFS and Slapped Cheek Syndrome in KS1. 

Please see the links below for advice regarding symptoms and treatment: 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/chickenpox/ 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/slapped-cheek-syndrome/ 

For further NHS-recommended advice on common childhood illnesses and guidance on 

when your child should stay off school, visit Patient.info. 

mailto:admin@wistaston.cheshire.sch.uk
https://www.wclacademy.co.uk/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/chickenpox/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/slapped-cheek-syndrome/
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https:%2F%2Fr.send.patient.info%2Fmk%2Fcl%2Ff%2Fsh%2FWCPzyXJTZ6uvdqzEy74qUvLGlMbzUS2D%2FkzAKhT7Ynxm8&data=05|02|admin%40wistaston.cheshire.sch.uk|1a5026514c614184fc7208ddf50e90f5|a8a557db58534eaaa759eb7581cb675c|0|0|638936167366391040|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D|80000|||&sdata=VPRFgP7%2Fuw36GY%2FJx5NqyeGfMqrhcSjP0XLFTDSp3js%3D&reserved=0


 

 

SEND Support for Parents 

Please see below for further details of upcoming SEND Drop Ins: 

SEND 0-19+ health practitioners (On behalf of health visitor/school nursing services 

Cheshire East) for parents of children & Young people for support, signposting and guidance 

with all SEND related issues and helping to understand why your child may be struggling and 

ideas that may help.  Think your child may have SEND and not sure where to go or what to 

do?  Need support around toileting, sleep, behaviour or development – feel free to drop in 

for a chat??  You will be seen on a 1-1 basis and there is no need to bring your child. 

January 2026        

Thurs 8th January 9.15 -12.15am Monks Coppenhall SEND Hub (appts only) 



Mon 12th September 9-11am Ash Grove Family Hub (appts only) 

Tues 13th January 9.15-12.15am Nantwich Children’s Centre (appts only) 

Thurs 15th January 9-11am Congleton Family Hub (appts only) 

Wed 21st January 1.30-2.30pm Alsager Library (drop in) 

Friday 23rd January 9-11am Knutsford Children’s Centre (drop in) 

Tues 27th January 1-2pm Oakenclough Family Hub (appts only) 

  

February 2026 

Monday 2nd February 9-11am Ash Grove Family Hub (appts only) 

Thurs 5th February 9.15-12.15 Monks Coppenhall SEND Hub (appts only) 

Friday 6th February 9.30-11.00am Disley Library and Community Centre (drop in) 

Tuesday 10th February 1-2pm Oakenclough Family Hub (appts only) 

Fri 13th February 9-11am Congleton Family Hub (appts only) 

Tues 17th February 9.15-12.15am Nantwich Children’s Centre (appts only) 

Wed 18th February 1.30-2.30pm Alsager Library (drop in) 

Fri 27th February 9-11am Knutsford Children’s Centre (drop in) 

  

March 2026 

Monday 2nd March 9-11am Ash Grove Family Hub (appts only) 

Thurs 5th March 9.15-12.15am Monks Coppenhall SEND Hub (appts only) 

Wed 11th March 1-3pm Congleton Family Hub (appts only) 

Monday 16th March 10-11am Oakenclough Family Hub (appts only) 

Tuesday 17th March 9.15-12.15am Nantwich Children’s Centre (appts only) 

Wed 18th March 1.30-2.30pm Alsager Library (drop in) 

Friday 20th March 1-2.30pm Knutsford Children’s Centre (drop in) 

  

To book an appointment: 

At Congleton, Ash Grove or Oakenclough email startforlifenorth@cheshireeast.gov.uk. 

mailto:startforlifenorth@cheshireeast.gov.uk


At Monks Coppenhall and Nantwich call 01270 371240. 

  

Venues and contact numbers  

Alsager Library, Alsager, ST7 2QH 

Ash Grove Family Hub, Macclesfield, SK11 7TD Tel: 01625 374484 

Congleton Family Hub, Congleton, CW12 3AH Tel: 01260 371061 

Knutsford Children’s Centre, Manor Park North, Knutsford, WA16 8DB 

Monks Coppenhall SEND Centre of Excellence, Crewe, CW1 4LY Tel: 01270 371240 

Nantwich Children’s Centre, Nantwich, CW5 5GX Tel: 01270 371240 

Oakenclough Family Hub, Wilmslow, SK9 2PZ Tel: 01625 374180 

  

For future dates please see –  

Special Educational Needs and Disability (SEND) - drop-in sessions in Cheshire East - Wirral 

Community Health and Care NHS Foundation Trust                

Educational Psychology Team Connected Conversation Appointments 

Please see below for details of appointments offered by the Educational Pyschology Service: 

 

https://www.wchc.nhs.uk/services/special-educational-needs-and-disability-send-drop-in-sessions-in-cheshire-east/
https://www.wchc.nhs.uk/services/special-educational-needs-and-disability-send-drop-in-sessions-in-cheshire-east/


Visyon Parent/Carer Webinars & Peer Support Group 

Visyon now offer free online parent / carer webinars covering a range of topics. Please see 

the website for further information and to book. 

Parent webinars | visyon 

Best Start in Life Parent Hub 

The Best Start in Life Hub can be found at https://www.beststartinlife.gov.uk/. The hub gives 

information about the support available to families. 

Arbor Information & Consents 

To ensure school has up-to-date contact information in case of an emergency, please check 

your child’s Arbor account and inform school immediately by email of any changes or errors. 

Please also ensure that all consents (e.g. Local Area Visits, photographs, walking home, 

mobile phones, etc) are up to date and contact the school office if you have any issues. 

Thank you. 

Easyfundraising 

HAPPY NEW YEAR! Please make supporting Wistaston Church Lane Academy on 

#easyfundraising your 2026 resolution! 

Sign up and raise free donations for us every time you shop online without it costing you 

anything. Over 8,000 retailers will donate, including Tesco, John Lewis & Partners, Just Eat 

and many more. 

Plus, once you've raised your first £5, easyfundraising will double it! Sign up here: 

https://join.easyfundraising.org.uk/wistastonchurchlaneacademy/c9kbjl/c2s/BitKTnG4/CE06

4/facebook/ 

School Lottery 

We’re delighted to celebrate the 8th anniversary of our School Lottery—what a fantastic 

milestone! A huge thank-you to our Friends PTFA and to every one of our supporters for 

helping us get this far. 

We now have 72 supporters taking part, with a lucky winner every single week. If you’re not 

yet involved, why not join today? Sign up and you could also be in with a chance of winning 

a brilliant prize bundle, all while supporting our school community. 

Head over to www.yourschoollottery.co.uk and search for Wistaston Church Lane Academy. 

https://www.visyon.org.uk/parentwebinars
https://www.beststartinlife.gov.uk/
https://join.easyfundraising.org.uk/wistastonchurchlaneacademy/c9kbjl/c2s/BitKTnG4/CE064/facebook/
https://join.easyfundraising.org.uk/wistastonchurchlaneacademy/c9kbjl/c2s/BitKTnG4/CE064/facebook/
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http:%2F%2Fwww.yourschoollottery.co.uk%2F&data=05|02|admin%40wistaston.cheshire.sch.uk|5595cbfb57b546affe5c08de2422cc79|a8a557db58534eaaa759eb7581cb675c|0|0|638987929059934712|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D|0|||&sdata=LrLwoBGjEB%2F15cGFQ5P%2FSg64oYWkBXqcmWROBG%2BEMMM%3D&reserved=0


 

Payment Due Dates 

KS2 Snack Autumn 2 – Payment now OVERDUE 

KS2 Snack Spring 1 - Payment now due 

Year 1 Peak Wildlife Park – Payment due by 19/01/26 

Year 6 (Current Year 5) London Residential – 2nd Deposit due by 31/01/26 

Year 4 Chester Deva Museum – Payment due by 02/02/26 

Year 2 Florence Nightingale Workshop – Payment by 05/02/26 

Year 6 (Current Year 5) London Residential – 3rd Payment due by 31/03/26 

Year 6 (Current Year 5) London Residential – 4th Payment due by 31/05/26 

Year 6 (Current Year 5) London Residential – Final Balance due by 03/07/26 
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