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Wistaston Weekly 

Friday 6th February 2026 

At our school, we are committed to encouraging pupils to use their voice, make positive 

choices and play an active role in shaping school life. A key part of this is our OuRRSay Squad, 

who meet weekly to explore ways our school can be involved and improved.  

Squad members regularly visit classes to gather ideas from all children and bring these 

suggestions to their meetings—do take a look at the Rights Respecting page on our website 

to see what they have been up to. At this week’s meeting, pupils discussed three main 

agenda items: Summer term clubs, Celebration Assembly and attendance. There was great 

enthusiasm around clubs, with ideas including Pokémon, arts and crafts, jewellery and loom 

bands, tennis, chess, golf, drama/dance and basketball; teachers will now follow up with 

class polls to find out which are most popular. The Squad also revisited how Celebration 

Assembly could be streamlined, suggesting ideas such as sharing achievements throughout 

the week and awarding TTRS certificates on Mondays. Finally, pupils contributed 

thoughtfully to Trust-wide attendance questions, sharing what motivates them to come to 

school and reflecting on how missing days can make learning harder to catch up on.  

This important work supports CRC Article 12 (the right to be heard) and Article 28 (the right 

to education). Watch out for regular weekly updates from the OuRRSay Squad in the 

newsletter each week. 

 



Kind regards 

Mrs Elsley 

Principal 

Useful Dates for Diary 

Further details are shared nearer to the time. 

Any new dates added to this will be highlighted in green. 

Important dates can also be found on the School Calendar at: 

https://www.wclacademy.co.uk/calendar 

 

https://www.wclacademy.co.uk/calendar


Week Commencing 9th February will be WEEK 3 (New Autumn Menu) 

for lunches 

Please be aware that there will be a special Chinese New Year menu on Thursday 12th 

February as follows: 

Main – Chinese Chicken Curry with Savoury Rice 

Vegetarian Main – Quorn Stir Fry 

Accompaniments – Peas, Sweetcorn, Prawn Crackers 

Jacket Potato/Sandwich - Jacket Potato 

Dessert – Orange & Ginger Cookies 

There will also be a slight change to the dessert on Friday 13th February to: Heart biscuits 

and whip. 

 

What’s New! 

Weekly Digital Safety Spotlight 

 

Friends Tuck Shop 

Please be aware that due to inclement weather, today's tuck shop has been cancelled. It will 

now take place on Friday 13th February (weather permitting). Apologies for any 

inconvenience caused. 



Restricted Access Arrangements – Parent Feedback Form 

We would really value your initial feedback on how the restricted access changes have 

impacted your journey to and from school. If you could please share your thoughts by 

completing the form below, it would be greatly appreciated. We will collate your responses 

and feedback the findings in the newsletter before half term. 

Parent feedback form - Restricted access arrangements – Fill in form 

Dogs and Collection/Drop Off Safety 

If you are dropping off or collecting pupils and have a pet dog with you, we kindly ask that 

you are mindful that some children can be very fearful of animals, including dogs. We ask 

that dogs are kept close to their owners at all times and that owners stand well clear of the 

gates (e.g. on the grass further back) so that there is sufficient space for those children who 

are not confident around animals to walk past with ease. For top tips on keeping dogs and 

children safe together, please see the link below: 

https://capt.org.uk/dogs-and-children/ 

Please note that no animals are permitted on school premises (even if carried). 

Thank you for your kind understanding and cooperation. It is much appreciated. 

Year 6 Netball Tournament – Shavington High School 

Our Year 6 Netball Team enjoyed a fantastic evening of competition at the recent 

tournament, with eight pupils proudly representing Church Lane. The team played four 

matches, securing two great wins and showing real determination throughout. 

It was wonderful to see the improvement and hard work from Monday practices coming 

through in their performances. The team played with confidence, teamwork, and great 

sportsmanship — a brilliant effort from everyone involved. 

A huge thank you to our netball coaches, for supporting and attending with the team. 

Parents Evenings 

Parents evenings will take place on the following dates: 

EYFS/KS1 – Wednesday 18th & Thursday 19th March 

KS2 – Wednesday 25th & Thursday 26th March 

Appointments will go live under Guardian Consultations on Arbor at 4PM on Saturday 7th 

February. Ten minute slots will be available between 15:40 and 18:00 on each day. We kindly 

ask that you tick the relevant boxes to indicate who will be attending.  

Bookings will close on Tuesday 17th for EYFS/KS1 and Tuesday 24th for KS2. 

https://forms.office.com/e/4u0zZDmk5C
https://capt.org.uk/dogs-and-children/


Year 5 Bikeability Level 2 

On Monday 9th and Tuesday 10th February, any Year 5 children taking part in the Bikeability 

sessions should bring their bikes and helmets to the KS2 Car Park each day. Bikes should not 

be leant against each other as the children will need to be able to retrieve their own bike 

without touching another. Pupils will need to wear their PE uniform (NB No shorts are 

permitted so leggings or joggers only please) with suitable bright weather appropriate outer 

clothing (i.e. a warm waterproof coat, layers and gloves are essential). Thank you 

Lost Property 

Lost property will be put out on the table tennis table on the KS2 playground on Tuesday 

10th February (8.30-9am) weather permitting. To help us reunite lost items with their 

rightful owners, we kindly ask that all items are clearly named. 

Safer Internet Day – Tuesday 10th February 

This year’s Safer Internet Day will take place on Tuesday 10th February. The theme is ‘Smart 

tech, safe choices – Exploring the safe and responsible use of AI’. Please see the link below 

for top tips for parents and carers to help keep children safe online: 

Top Tips for parents and carers - UK Safer Internet Centre 

 

Year 1 Peak Wildlife Park – Thursday 12th February 

Please see below for the trip arrangements for Year 1 pupils attending the trip to Peak 

Wildlife Park: 

Details for the visit: 

• A packed lunch will be supplied by school (unless you have indicated that one will be 

provided from home). 

• Children should wear school uniform, comfortable footwear (not necessarily school 

shoes). 

• Children should bring a warm coat, gloves, etc 

• Children need to be in school ready to depart at 8:45am. 

• The children should be back in school by 3.15pm 

https://saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/safer-internet-day-2026/top-tips-for-parents-and-carers?utm_campaign=Childnet+Newsletter+-+Jan+26&utm_content=Childnet+Newsletter+-+Jan+26+CID_ce3f71d909178ef0afcd2c6da65cf97d&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=top+tips+for+parents+carers


Togetherness: February Wellbeing Newsletter 

Cheshire East’s Best Start Family Hubs fund sponsorship of the togetherness.co.uk website 

to make invaluable NHS learning and content free for local parents. 

Togetherness is an online learning environment developed by psychologists and health 

practitioners providing accessible learning about emotional health and wellbeing, proven to 

positively impact mental health, behaviour and relationships. 

Please see the link below for the latest Togetherness newsletter which focusses on the 

emotions of growing children: 

Togetherness February 2026 parent wellbeing newsletter 

St Pauls Centre 

Thanks to the support of the Bentley Advancing Life Chances Fund Programme, St Pauls 

Centre are launching new Good Neighbour Parcels, available from 2nd February to help 

struggling families in the local area. 

 

Additional Year 6 Leavers Hoodies 

We are pleased to offer an additional opportunity to order Y6 leavers’ hoodies. 

If you would like to order, please submit your preferences via the link below and make 

payment via Arbor by Friday 20th February 2026. 

https://forms.gle/ZXHBNCRvcVjBZ6o79 

As this is optional, we will send a reminder before the deadline but will not chase orders. 

https://live-chesheast.cloud.contensis.com/pdf/schools/bulletins/documents-for-bulletins-2026/february/togetherness-february-2026-parent-wellbeing-newsletter.pdf
https://forms.gle/ZXHBNCRvcVjBZ6o79


Year 2 Football Festival 

Please be aware that the event scheduled for 5th March is being rescheduled to after Easter. 

As soon as we have the new date, we will let parents know. The random draw for team 

selection will still go ahead on 24th February in preparation for the event. If you would like 

your child to be included in the draw, please confirm your consent via Clubs on Arbor by 

23rd February. 

Active Travel Competition 2026 

Bikeability instructors are inviting children who have taken part in Bikeability (Level 1& 2) in 

South Cheshire to take part in an ACTIVE TRAVEL poster competition. The aim of the 

competition is to encourage youngsters to be more active and be safer on the roads 

especially when riding their bikes. 

The competition winner and runner-up will receive a certificate and a bag of goodies as 

prizes. 

All entries will be collected from school before the Easter school holidays by the competition 

organisers, who alongside a local member of the emergency services, will judge the 

competition. 

If your child would like to get involved they are invited to create an A4 size POSTER that 

ENCOURAGES ACTIVE TRAVEL (cycling, walking, scootering and wheeling or using public 

transport) using paint, crayon felt pen or pencil. 

Posters should be ‘eye-catching’ and highlighting the benefits and the various ways to take 

part in Active Travel in a clear and creative way. The pupil’s name and school should be 

written on the back of the poster. 

Examples of Active Travel: 

• Using a safe walking route like a footpath 

• Cycling, scooting or skateboarding safely to school 

• Riding with a parent if you’re still learning road safety skills 

• Walking with a family member or in a supervised buddy group 

• Park and walk by getting dropped off a short distance away and walking the rest 

• Using public transport, such as a bus, which is more eco-friendly than travelling by 

car 

Benefits of Active Travel: 

• Improve health 

• Better air quality 



• Economic benefits 

• Reduces carbon emissions 

• Improves community safety 

Year of Reading - Reading Challenge 

At Wistaston Church Lane we know how important reading is to the quality of life now and 

in the future. The government have announced a National Year of Reading in 2026. Don’t 

forget that to get involved and ‘GO ALL IN’ we are challenging the children as a class to read 

2026 times and both in school and at home reading counts. The children’s reading records 

will be checked each week and the total will be recorded. The first in each class will receive a 

prize. ARE YOU UP FOR THE CHALLENGE!!! 

 

Cheshire East Childcare Sufficiency Assessment 

Are you a parent who uses, or wants to use, early years childcare? Or do you have a school-

aged child who uses, or may use, a before-school or after-school club or holiday club? 

Cheshire East wants to hear your thoughts on early years childcare and wraparound 

childcare for any of your children aged 0-14 years old, or up to 25 years old if they have a 

special educational need or disability (SEND). 

To tell Cheshire East about your childcare needs the Council would be extremely grateful if 

you could complete this survey before Friday 20th February 2026. 

https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/CheshireEast-CSA2026-Parents/ 

If you have any questions about the local authorities’ responsibility to provide sufficient 

childcare, or the purpose of this survey, you can contact: 

earlyyearsandchildcareteam@cheshireeast.gov.uk 

As always, thank you for your valuable feedback! 

Infection Control 

Please be aware that there has been a reported case of Head Lice in KS1 and suspected 

Slapped Cheek Syndrome and Impetigo in EYFS. Please see the links below for symptoms 

and treatment: 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https:%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps:%252F%252Fwww.smartsurvey.co.uk%252Fs%252FCheshireEast-CSA2026-Parents%252F%253Futm_medium%3Demail%2526utm_source%3Dgovdelivery%2F1%2F0101019bb1702204-c597264c-b7fb-4325-b172-a74520e1bc55-000000%2FYjOLhNAhF2uTScGB2mLIOfC0H3AfTR7_MvGHffGaUB4%3D439&data=05|02|admin%40wistaston.cheshire.sch.uk|aae28bb94fb34a1a36d308de51b92566|a8a557db58534eaaa759eb7581cb675c|0|0|639038053323807581|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D|0|||&sdata=V2qyLYTfb%2BZTR55INsiVa%2FxgWyuS56%2BZizAN5NUXJ5k%3D&reserved=0
mailto:earlyyearsandchildcareteam@cheshireeast.gov.uk


https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/head-lice-and-nits/ 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/slapped-cheek-syndrome/ 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/impetigo/ 

For NHS-recommended advice on common childhood illnesses and guidance on when your 

child should stay off school, visit Patient.info. 

 

 

Free February Half-Term First Aid Courses for Children and Young People 

Smiles to Come CIC, a local Community Interest Company supporting children and families 

across Cheshire and Staffordshire are offering FREE courses for children and young people 

during the February Half Term. 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/head-lice-and-nits/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/slapped-cheek-syndrome/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/impetigo/
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https:%2F%2Fr.send.patient.info%2Fmk%2Fcl%2Ff%2Fsh%2FWCPzyXJTZ6uvdqzEy74qUvLGlMbzUS2D%2FkzAKhT7Ynxm8&data=05|02|admin%40wistaston.cheshire.sch.uk|1a5026514c614184fc7208ddf50e90f5|a8a557db58534eaaa759eb7581cb675c|0|0|638936167366391040|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D|80000|||&sdata=VPRFgP7%2Fuw36GY%2FJx5NqyeGfMqrhcSjP0XLFTDSp3js%3D&reserved=0


The courses available are: 

      First Aid for Children & Young People 

      Children First – Building a Safe Future 

These sessions are delivered by Ensure Safety & Training, in partnership with Smiles to Come 

CIC, and are designed to: 

• Build basic first aid and safety awareness 

• Increase confidence and resilience 

• Equip children with practical, real-life skills 

• Support wellbeing and personal development 

The courses are fully funded, with limited spaces available, and are suitable for school-aged 

children and young people. 

www.smilestocomecic.com/book-online 

 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http:%2F%2Fwww.smilestocomecic.com%2Fbook-online&data=05|02|admin%40wistaston.cheshire.sch.uk|ff63ecb12c8843826abf08de57f44f22|a8a557db58534eaaa759eb7581cb675c|0|0|639044904669545803|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D|60000|||&sdata=ugeo1z%2F4VKs6C0j2YveJF6i8FlPvnAaZjCBGz%2F0sTzA%3D&reserved=0


 

Coach Barks’ February Football Camp 

Coach Barks will be running a camp at Crewe FC at their new facility over half term. 

The day will be full of challenges, small side games, competition and tournaments. The club 

has recently had a new 3G surface placed down to begin an exciting chapter at the club! 

     Location: Crewe FC, King George V Playing Fields CW2 8TT 

       Dates: Monday 16th – Wednesday 18th February 

     Open to: 6-13 Years Old | Boys & Girls 

Price 

• £30 Per Day 

• £80 for all 3 days 

Current Clients (This includes current lunch club clients) 

• £25 Per Day 

• £70 for all 3 days 

The camp will offer a fun, positive and challenging environment where players can develop 

their skills, build confidence and enjoy their football, all within a professional club setting. 

Sessions will be led by experienced coaches and designed to suit players of all abilities. 



Spaces will be limited, early booking is recommended. 

Please find the booking link below: 

https://forms.gle/4bVHVMcfToWXqQzW8 

 

Free Youth Mental Health First Aid Course for Parents 

Please see below for details of a free course for parents and carers of young people aged 11-

18yrs to help build knowledge and confidence to support their child's mental health issues. 

Link: https://www.justdropin.co.uk 

 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https:%2F%2Fforms.gle%2F4bVHVMcfToWXqQzW8&data=05|02|admin%40wistaston.cheshire.sch.uk|db3e87d148214cf766c508de54f9f5c6|a8a557db58534eaaa759eb7581cb675c|0|0|639041629729995349|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D|40000|||&sdata=AAydxniKuAGMHMl0sdLsqhgXHYMon4jt85c17RQL0gQ%3D&reserved=0
https://www.justdropin.co.uk/


Visyon Parent/Carer Webinars & Peer Support Group 

Visyon now offer free online parent / carer webinars covering a range of topics. Please see 

the website for further information and to book. 

Parent webinars | visyon 

SEND Support for Parents 

Please see below for further details of upcoming SEND Drop Ins: 

SEND 0-19+ health practitioners (On behalf of health visitor/school nursing services 

Cheshire East) for parents of children & Young people for support, signposting and 

guidance with all SEND related issues and helping to understand why your child may 

be struggling and ideas that may help.  Think your child may have SEND and not sure 

where to go or what to do?  Need support around toileting, sleep, behaviour or 

development – feel free to drop in for a chat??  You will be seen on a 1-1 basis and 

there is no need to bring your child. 

February 2026 

Tuesday 10th February 1-2pm Oakenclough Family Hub (appts only) 

Fri 13th February 9-11am Congleton Family Hub (appts only) 

Tues 17th February 9.15-12.15am Nantwich Children’s Centre (appts only) 

Wed 18th February 1.30-2.30pm Alsager Library (drop in) 

Fri 27th February 9-11am Knutsford Children’s Centre (drop in) 

March 2026 

Monday 2nd March 9-11am Ash Grove Family Hub (appts only) 

Thurs 5th March 9.15-12.15am Monks Coppenhall SEND Hub (appts only) 

March 2026 

Wed 11th March 1-3pm Congleton Family Hub (appts only) 

Monday 16th March 10-11am Oakenclough Family Hub (appts only) 

Tuesday 17th March 9.15-12.15am Nantwich Children’s Centre (appts only) 

Wed 18th March 1.30-2.30pm Alsager Library (drop in) 

https://www.visyon.org.uk/parentwebinars


Friday 20th March 1-2.30pm Knutsford Children’s Centre (drop in) 

To book an appointment: 

At Congleton, Ash Grove or Oakenclough email startforlifenorth@cheshireeast.gov.uk. 

At Monks Coppenhall and Nantwich call 01270 371240. 

Venues and contact numbers 

Alsager Library, Alsager, ST7 2QH 

Ash Grove Family Hub, Macclesfield, SK11 7TD Tel: 01625 374484 

Congleton Family Hub, Congleton, CW12 3AH Tel: 01260 371061 

Knutsford Children’s Centre, Manor Park North, Knutsford, WA16 8DB 

Monks Coppenhall SEND Centre of Excellence, Crewe, CW1 4LY Tel: 01270 371240 

Nantwich Children’s Centre, Nantwich, CW5 5GX Tel: 01270 371240 

Oakenclough Family Hub, Wilmslow, SK9 2PZ Tel: 01625 374180 

For future dates please see – 

Special Educational Needs and Disability (SEND) - drop-in sessions in Cheshire East - 

Wirral Community Health and Care NHS Foundation Trust 

Educational Psychology Team Connected Conversation Appointments 

Please see below for details of appointments offered by the Educational Pyschology Service: 

mailto:startforlifenorth@cheshireeast.gov.uk
https://www.wchc.nhs.uk/services/special-educational-needs-and-disability-send-drop-in-sessions-in-cheshire-east/
https://www.wchc.nhs.uk/services/special-educational-needs-and-disability-send-drop-in-sessions-in-cheshire-east/


 

Arbor Information & Consents 

To ensure school has up-to-date contact information in case of an emergency, please check 

your child’s Arbor account and inform school immediately by email of any changes or errors. 

Please also ensure that all consents (e.g. Local Area Visits, photographs, walking home, 

mobile phones, etc) are up to date and contact the school office if you have any issues. 

Thank you. 

Shavington Pantomime 2026 

Please see below for details of this year ’s pantomime: 

 

Easyfundraising 

Thank you to everyone who is supporting us for free on #easyfundraising. Your continued 

support means the world to us! If you've not signed up yet, please join today and you can 

raise free donations for Wistaston Church Lane Academy every time you shop online this 

year! Over 8,000 retailers like eBay, Argos, Marks and Spencer, John Lewis & Partners, Etsy, 



Tesco and Just Eat will donate at no extra cost to you. Sign up on the app today and we'll 

get a £2 bonus! 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/easyfundraising-

app/?causeId=139508&utm_term=CE941 

School Lottery 

We’re delighted to celebrate the 8th anniversary of our School Lottery—what a fantastic 

milestone! A huge thank-you to our Friends PTFA and to every one of our supporters for 

helping us get this far. 

We now have 72 supporters taking part, with a lucky winner every single week. If you’re not 

yet involved, why not join today? Sign up and you could also be in with a chance of winning 

a brilliant prize bundle, all while supporting our school community. 

Head over to www.yourschoollottery.co.uk and search for Wistaston Church Lane Academy. 

 

Payment Due Dates 

KS2 Snack Spring 2 – Payment now due 

Year 6 (Current Year 5) London Residential – 2nd Deposit OVERDUE 

Year 2 Florence Nightingale Workshop – Payment OVERDUE 

Year R Runway Visitor Centre – Payment by 13/03/26 

Year 6 (Current Year 5) London Residential – 3rd Payment due by 31/03/26 

Year 6 (Current Year 5) London Residential – 4th Payment due by 31/05/26 

Year 6 (Current Year 5) London Residential – Final Balance due by 03/07/26 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/easyfundraising-app/?causeId=139508&utm_term=CE941
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/easyfundraising-app/?causeId=139508&utm_term=CE941
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http:%2F%2Fwww.yourschoollottery.co.uk%2F&data=05|02|admin%40wistaston.cheshire.sch.uk|5595cbfb57b546affe5c08de2422cc79|a8a557db58534eaaa759eb7581cb675c|0|0|638987929059934712|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D|0|||&sdata=LrLwoBGjEB%2F15cGFQ5P%2FSg64oYWkBXqcmWROBG%2BEMMM%3D&reserved=0
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