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Marvellous March is Here! 

March is off to a brilliant start with two fantastic events: the Friends Smartie Challenge and, 

of course, World Book Day! All the details for the Smartie Challenge are given below but get 

ready to spend the month being marvellous while raising funds for new playground 

equipment. 

On Thursday, we are thrilled to celebrate World Book Day, a wonderful opportunity to 

inspire a lifelong love of reading in our children. Reading sparks imagination, builds 

vocabulary, and develops empathy and critical thinking, helping children grow both 

academically and personally. This year, our pupils have chosen two fantastic themes: come 

as a sporting superstar or a character from a bedtime story. Dressing as a sporting superstar 

reminds us that books can inspire determination, teamwork, and the pursuit of dreams, 

while dressing as a character from a bedtime story celebrates the magic of imagination, 

transporting us to faraway worlds and teaching important lessons along the way. We can’t 

wait to see the costumes and share the stories that open doors to creativity, curiosity, and 

endless possibilities. 

Kind regards 

Mrs Elsley 

Principal 

Useful Dates for Diary 

Further details are shared nearer to the time. 

Any new dates added to this will be highlighted in green. 



Important dates can also be found on the School Calendar at: 

https://www.wclacademy.co.uk/calendar 

 

https://www.wclacademy.co.uk/calendar


Week Commencing 2nd March will be WEEK 3 (New Autumn Menu) 

for lunches 

 

What’s New! 

Weekly Digital Safety Spotlight 

 

KS2 Morning Snack 

Snack for the Spring and Summer terms are now available on Arbor for payment and 

consent. If you would like your KS2 child to have toast during morning break, please ensure 

payment is made in advance. The cost is £5.50 per half term, and this will be checked daily. 

This half term is Spring 2. The deadline for signing up for toast for this half term is today 

(Friday 27th February) Please be aware that toast will only be provided for children whose 

consent is recorded on Arbor. 

Swan Stars Payments 

We kindly ask that all Swan Stars payments are paid in advance of sessions being taken. Ad 

hoc sessions are due at the time of booking however far in advance this may be. Contracted 

sessions will be invoiced each month. Please be aware that late payments may result in 

additional fees or cancellation of sessions. If you have any queries or issues with payments, 

please contact the school office at the earliest opportunity. 

. 



OuRRSay Squad Update – 26 February 2026 

This week, the OuRRSay Squad shared feedback on ideas to encourage reading in school, 

including reading competitions, class reading monitors, a wider variety of books and 

opportunities for children to create their own recommended reads blog. Pupils also 

suggested half termly Accelerated Reader competitions and rewards chosen by year groups. 

The Squad then explored the theme of Belonging and discussed what helps children feel 

part of Wistaston Church Lane Academy, such as trips, clubs, fun days, playtime friendships 

and ‘What I want my teacher to know…’ boxes. Classes will now share further ideas on how 

staff and school can help every child feel they belong. This work supports CRC Article 29 

(education should help children feel valued and confident) and Article 15 (children’s right 

to participate in groups and school life). 

 

Year 4 Chester Deva Museum – Monday 2nd March 

Please see details for the trip below: 

Details for the visit: 

• Please can children bring a packed lunch in a named carrier bag so that this can be easily 

disposed of following lunch time. 

• Please can children come in full School uniform with a warm coat and comfortable shoes 

as we will be walking around Chester. 

• Children need to be in school at the normal time of 8.40am 

• Children will be back in school to be collected at the normal time of 3.20pm 

Friends of WCLA Smarties Challenge 

We are excited to launch our new PTA fundraising challenge, “Be Marvellous in March!” This 

month, the PTA is raising funds for outdoor playground equipment and is inviting all children 

to take part in a fun challenge — filling a Smartie tube with as many 20p pieces as possible! 

Tubes will be sent home on Monday 2nd March, and families will have the whole month to 

collect and fill them. Start putting those 20ps to one side and get ready to be truly 



Marvellous in March! Completed challenges should be brought into school on Tuesday 14th 

April on our return after Easter. 

 

Friends of WCLA Easter Bingo Ticket Sales 

Tickets for the Friends of WCLA Easter bingo are now available from the school office at £5 

per player. Numbers are limited so they are available on a first-come, first-served basis. 

Please be aware that only cash payments can be accepted for this event. 

 

World Book Day – Thursday 5th March 

Our themes for this year's World Book Day have been chosen by the children through the 

OuRRSay Squad are as follow: 

• Sporting superstars (in light of the Winter Olympics) 

• Bedtime Stories 



Pupils are invited to choose one of the themes above and to dress up if they so wish on 

Thursday 5th March. 

Please see below for your World Book Day token: 

 

National Oral Health Survey of 5 Year Old Schoolchildren 

On Tuesday 10th March, staff from Bridgewater Community Healthcare NHS Trust will be 

coming into school to carry out a dental health needs assessment for children aged 5 years. 

If your child was born between 11th March 2020 and 12th March 2021, you will receive a 

paper consent form. We ask that you complete the 1st page in full and return it to school 

by Friday 6th March 2026 in preparation for the survey which will take place in school on 

Tuesday 10th March. If your child's birthday falls outside the dates shown above, your child 

will not be included in the survey and you do not need to complete a form. 

If you have any queries, or require another paper consent form, please contact the school 

office. Please note that consent for the survey cannot be given on Arbor. 

Elf Run 

We are pleased to say that our final total raised in aid of St Luke’s Hospice was £585. A huge 

thank you to everyone who supported our Elf Run event. 



 

Cheshire East 0-25 SEND Survey 

Cheshire East have just launched their Cheshire East 0-25 SEND Partnership survey, to gain 

feedback from professionals, families, parent carers, children, young people, educational 

settings and anyone who contributes in the delivery of SEND services for children and young 

people aged 0 – 25. 

The partnership is interested to hear about what is working well, and what they could do 

better in order to improve the experiences and outcomes of children and young people with 

SEND. 

The survey can be accessed using the relevant links below: 

• SEND survey for young people: 

https://surveys.cheshireeast.gov.uk/s/SEND_Survey_2026_Young_People/ 

• Parent carer survey: 

https://surveys.cheshireeast.gov.uk/s/SEND_Survey_2026_Parent_Carers/ 

The deadline to complete the survey is 15th March 2026. 

Parents Evenings 

Parents evenings will take place on the following dates: 

EYFS/KS1 – Wednesday 18th & Thursday 19th March 

KS2 – Wednesday 25th & Thursday 26th March 

Appointments are now live under Guardian Consultations on Arbor. Ten minute slots will be 

available between 15:40 and 18:00 on each day. We kindly ask that you tick the relevant 

boxes to indicate who will be attending. Bookings will close on Tuesday 17th for EYFS/KS1 

and Tuesday 24th for KS2. 

Attendance & Fines for Unauthorised Absence 

We are working closely with our Education Welfare Office to improve our attendance and 

prevent children’s attendance from falling below 95%. Children with attendance below 90% 

are classed as persistent absentees. We are contacting parents by letter if we are worried 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https:%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps:%252F%252Fwww.cheshireeast.gov.uk%252Flivewell%252Flocal-offer-for-children-with-sen-and-disabilities%252Fsend-developments%252Fthe-0-25-send-partnership.aspx%253Futm_medium%3Demail%2526utm_source%3Dgovdelivery%2F1%2F0101019c9078daaf-8847d466-7644-4eac-8562-584561255ff5-000000%2FqyL0uNGqUZYvN3K-bymMhEsC9xNO_SzFWBSn__SRTf0%3D445&data=05|02|admin%40wistaston.cheshire.sch.uk|dbb540e94f594138392608de73c169db|a8a557db58534eaaa759eb7581cb675c|0|0|639075471722061023|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D|0|||&sdata=8SGVgUzpKWcq8t%2BZFEvaa5UO5s6EFXsEoGJEVy7iZP8%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https:%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps:%252F%252Fsurveys.cheshireeast.gov.uk%252Fs%252FSEND_Survey_2026_Young_People%252F%253Futm_medium%3Demail%2526utm_source%3Dgovdelivery%2F1%2F0101019c9078daaf-8847d466-7644-4eac-8562-584561255ff5-000000%2FenzPjrOdktxa5YNBocdnBspgekw9oRRQg4LWoAgvJJM%3D445&data=05|02|admin%40wistaston.cheshire.sch.uk|dbb540e94f594138392608de73c169db|a8a557db58534eaaa759eb7581cb675c|0|0|639075471722079505|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D|0|||&sdata=fo5ElkLrLU2dtjvJ7uNQxKLRQj1PaQ%2Fx8X3BShHJKPE%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https:%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps:%252F%252Fsurveys.cheshireeast.gov.uk%252Fs%252FSEND_Survey_2026_Parent_Carers%252F%253Futm_medium%3Demail%2526utm_source%3Dgovdelivery%2F1%2F0101019c9078daaf-8847d466-7644-4eac-8562-584561255ff5-000000%2F-Dgsdf8gv2cWoDcu4PH0PIqERGD0DgILPuU-0-wfXsE%3D445&data=05|02|admin%40wistaston.cheshire.sch.uk|dbb540e94f594138392608de73c169db|a8a557db58534eaaa759eb7581cb675c|0|0|639075471722097731|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D|0|||&sdata=DxyA%2Fd4hohb711WAhBZ%2FFVm92m8TLefVkTUtlA4WcpI%3D&reserved=0


that a child’s attendance is becoming close to 90%. Please be assured that this is just a 

process and that we are here to support families as much as we can to improve attendance. 

If you wish to find out more, you may refer to the following: 

• Pupil Attendance and Registration Policy: https://www.wclacademy.co.uk/policies 

• Cheshire East School Attendance: www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/schools/school-

attendance/attendance-and-children-out-of-education.aspx 

• Department for Education: 

https://www.gov.uk/school-attendance-absence/overview 

If your child is going to be absent due to a medical appointment, please inform the school 

office (By telephone, email or via the school website) and show confirmation of the 

appointment (This can be by letter, text, appointment card or email). 

If your child is going to be absent due to illness, please inform the school office (By 

telephone, email or via the school website) each day and give as much detail as possible 

regarding their symptoms/diagnosis for their attendance records. 

If your child is going to be absent for any other reason (e.g. holiday, wedding, non-medical 

appointment), please complete a Leave of Absence Request Form at your earliest possible 

opportunity and attach any relevant supporting information that you wish to be taken into 

consideration. You should be aware that if your child is taken out of school and the reasons 

are not classed as exceptional, the absence will be recorded as unauthorised. Any appeal 

should be made prior to the end of the period of absence before an FPN is issued. 

The law requires all children between the ages of 5 and 16 to be in full time education. 

Under Section 7 of the Education Act 1996 it is the duty of the parent/carer of a child of 

compulsory school age to ensure that they attend school regularly. 

A new National Framework for Penalty Notices came into force on 19th August 2024. As a 

result of these changes, absences will be tracked over a rolling 3 year period and penalty 

notices will be issued for the following: 

•   Term time leave of 5 or more consecutive days 

•   10 sessions of unauthorised leave in a rolling 10 week period 

Please note that penalty notices may also be issued before the threshold is met where it 

appears parents are deliberately avoiding the national threshold by taking several term time 

holidays of less than 5 days. 

Penalty notices will continue to be issued per parent per child as follows: 

https://www.wclacademy.co.uk/policies
https://www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/schools/school-attendance/attendance-and-children-out-of-education.aspx
https://www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/schools/school-attendance/attendance-and-children-out-of-education.aspx
https://www.gov.uk/school-attendance-absence/overview


•   First Offence – For term time leave or irregular school attendance; Charged at £160 per 

parent, per child if paid within 28 days, reducing to £80 per parent, per child if paid within 

21 days. 

•   Second Offence – Where a second notice is issued within 3 years of the first penalty 

notice for either term time leave or irregular attendance, this will be charged at £160 if paid 

within 28 days. 

•   Third Offence – If a third offence occurs within 3 years of the first penalty notice, a 

penalty notice will not be issued but the case may proceed to Parental Prosecution under 

the Single Justice Procedure. If found guilty of the offence of ‘Failure to send a child to 

school’, the Magistrate can impose a fine up to £1000 or legal proceedings under Section 

444 (1a) can include a fine of up to £2500. 

Please be aware that these changes are national changes and all penalty notices will be 

issued by Cheshire East Council. The school does not benefit financially in any way from 

any fines issued. 

Wistaston Jubilee Tennis Courts Crowdfunding Campaign 

Mr Raiswell has just helped to launch a crowdfunding campaign with a new target of 

£42,000 to support improvements at Wistaston Jubilee Tennis Club. Any support whether 

donations, sharing the campaign, or even exploring the reward options available would be 

appreciated by the club. Please see the link below for more details: 

https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/p/qr/gW32q12l?utm_campaign=sharemodal&utm_mediu

m=referral&utm_source=shortlink 

Year 2 Football Festival 

Please be aware that the event scheduled for 5th March is being rescheduled. As soon as we 

have a new date, the team will be notified. It is now expected to take place after Easter. The 

random draw for team has taken place in preparation for the event. 

 

Active Travel Competition 2026 

Bikeability instructors are inviting children who have taken part in Bikeability (Level 1& 2) in 

South Cheshire to take part in an ACTIVE TRAVEL poster competition. The aim of the 

competition is to encourage youngsters to be more active and be safer on the roads 

especially when riding their bikes. 

The competition winner and runner-up will receive a certificate and a bag of goodies as 

prizes. 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https:%2F%2Fwww.crowdfunder.co.uk%2Fp%2Fqr%2FgW32q12l%3Futm_campaign%3Dsharemodal%26utm_medium%3Dreferral%26utm_source%3Dshortlink&data=05|02|admin%40wistaston.cheshire.sch.uk|fed16a89545240800b8c08de67bc886d|a8a557db58534eaaa759eb7581cb675c|0|0|639062256594856141|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D|0|||&sdata=uCOsCY5OR%2Bm96Vvzzq4eS0DvjqyGg12IUNc7nfnzRpA%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https:%2F%2Fwww.crowdfunder.co.uk%2Fp%2Fqr%2FgW32q12l%3Futm_campaign%3Dsharemodal%26utm_medium%3Dreferral%26utm_source%3Dshortlink&data=05|02|admin%40wistaston.cheshire.sch.uk|fed16a89545240800b8c08de67bc886d|a8a557db58534eaaa759eb7581cb675c|0|0|639062256594856141|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D|0|||&sdata=uCOsCY5OR%2Bm96Vvzzq4eS0DvjqyGg12IUNc7nfnzRpA%3D&reserved=0


All entries will be collected from school before the Easter school holidays by the competition 

organisers, who alongside a local member of the emergency services, will judge the 

competition. Please bring all completed posters to the school office by Friday 20th March. 

If your child would like to get involved they are invited to create an A4 size POSTER that 

ENCOURAGES ACTIVE TRAVEL (cycling, walking, scootering and wheeling or using public 

transport) using paint, crayon felt pen or pencil. 

Posters should be ‘eye-catching’ and highlighting the benefits and the various ways to take 

part in Active Travel in a clear and creative way. The pupil’s name and school should be 

written on the back of the poster. 

Examples of Active Travel: 

• Using a safe walking route like a footpath 

• Cycling, scooting or skateboarding safely to school 

• Riding with a parent if you’re still learning road safety skills 

• Walking with a family member or in a supervised buddy group 

• Park and walk by getting dropped off a short distance away and walking the rest 

• Using public transport, such as a bus, which is more eco-friendly than travelling by 

car 

Benefits of Active Travel: 

• Improve health 

• Better air quality 

• Economic benefits 

• Reduces carbon emissions 

• Improves community safety 

Year of Reading - Reading Challenge 

At Wistaston Church Lane we know how important reading is to the quality of life now and 

in the future. The government have announced a National Year of Reading in 2026. Don’t 

forget that to get involved and ‘GO ALL IN’ we are challenging the children as a class to read 

2026 times and both in school and at home reading counts. The children’s reading records 

will be checked each week and the total will be recorded. The first in each class will receive a 

prize. ARE YOU UP FOR THE CHALLENGE!!! 



 

Infection Control 

There have been a suspected case of Chickenpox in EYFS. Please see the links below for 

advice regarding symptoms and treatment: 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/chickenpox/ 

For NHS-recommended advice on common childhood illnesses and guidance on when your 

child should stay off school, visit Patient.info. 

 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/chickenpox/
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https:%2F%2Fr.send.patient.info%2Fmk%2Fcl%2Ff%2Fsh%2FWCPzyXJTZ6uvdqzEy74qUvLGlMbzUS2D%2FkzAKhT7Ynxm8&data=05|02|admin%40wistaston.cheshire.sch.uk|1a5026514c614184fc7208ddf50e90f5|a8a557db58534eaaa759eb7581cb675c|0|0|638936167366391040|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D|80000|||&sdata=VPRFgP7%2Fuw36GY%2FJx5NqyeGfMqrhcSjP0XLFTDSp3js%3D&reserved=0


 

Visyon Parent/Carer Webinars & Peer Support Group 

Visyon now offer free online parent / carer webinars covering a range of topics. Please see 

the website for further information and to book. 

Parent webinars | visyon 

Talking Walk-Ins 

Please see below, details of walk-in sessions for advice about speech & language: 

 

SEND Support for Parents 

Please see below for further details of upcoming SEND Drop Ins: 

SEND 0-19+ health practitioners (On behalf of health visitor/school nursing services 

Cheshire East) for parents of children & Young people for support, signposting and 

guidance with all SEND related issues and helping to understand why your child may 

be struggling and ideas that may help.  Think your child may have SEND and not sure 

where to go or what to do?  Need support around toileting, sleep, behaviour or 

development – feel free to drop in for a chat??  You will be seen on a 1-1 basis and 

there is no need to bring your child. 

https://www.visyon.org.uk/parentwebinars


March 2026 

Monday 2nd March 9-11am Ash Grove Family Hub (appts only) 

Thurs 5th March 9.15-12.15am Monks Coppenhall SEND Hub (appts only) 

Wed 11th March 1-3pm Congleton Family Hub (appts only) 

Monday 16th March 10-11am Oakenclough Family Hub (appts only) 

Tuesday 17th March 9.15-12.15am Nantwich Children’s Centre (appts only) 

Wed 18th March 1.30-2.30pm Alsager Library (drop in) 

Friday 20th March 1-2.30pm Knutsford Children’s Centre (drop in) 

To book an appointment: 

At Congleton, Ash Grove or Oakenclough email startforlifenorth@cheshireeast.gov.uk. 

At Monks Coppenhall and Nantwich call 01270 371240. 

Venues and contact numbers 

Alsager Library, Alsager, ST7 2QH 

Ash Grove Family Hub, Macclesfield, SK11 7TD Tel: 01625 374484 

Congleton Family Hub, Congleton, CW12 3AH Tel: 01260 371061 

Knutsford Children’s Centre, Manor Park North, Knutsford, WA16 8DB 

Monks Coppenhall SEND Centre of Excellence, Crewe, CW1 4LY Tel: 01270 371240 

Nantwich Children’s Centre, Nantwich, CW5 5GX Tel: 01270 371240 

Oakenclough Family Hub, Wilmslow, SK9 2PZ Tel: 01625 374180 

For future dates please see – 

Special Educational Needs and Disability (SEND) - drop-in sessions in Cheshire East - 

Wirral Community Health and Care NHS Foundation Trust 

Educational Psychology Team Connected Conversation Appointments 

Please see below for details of appointments offered by the Educational Pyschology Service: 

mailto:startforlifenorth@cheshireeast.gov.uk
https://www.wchc.nhs.uk/services/special-educational-needs-and-disability-send-drop-in-sessions-in-cheshire-east/
https://www.wchc.nhs.uk/services/special-educational-needs-and-disability-send-drop-in-sessions-in-cheshire-east/


 

Arbor Information & Consents 

To ensure school has up-to-date contact information in case of an emergency, please check 

your child’s Arbor account and inform school immediately by email of any changes or errors. 

Please also ensure that all consents (e.g. Local Area Visits, photographs, walking home, 

mobile phones, etc) are up to date and contact the school office if you have any issues. 

Thank you. 

Easyfundraising 

Thank you to everyone who is supporting us for free on #easyfundraising. Your continued 

support means the world to us! If you've not signed up yet, please join today and you can 

raise free donations for Wistaston Church Lane Academy every time you shop online this 

year! Over 8,000 retailers like eBay, Argos, Marks and Spencer, John Lewis & Partners, Etsy, 

Tesco and Just Eat will donate at no extra cost to you. Sign up on the app today and we'll 

get a £2 bonus! 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/easyfundraising-

app/?causeId=139508&utm_term=CE941 

School Lottery 

Check out this month’s ‘Your School Lottery’ Super Draw Prize. 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/easyfundraising-app/?causeId=139508&utm_term=CE941
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/easyfundraising-app/?causeId=139508&utm_term=CE941


 

If you’re not yet involved in our school lottery, and want the chance to win £25k every week, 

why not join today? 

Head over to www.yourschoollottery.co.uk  and search for Wistaston Church Lane Academy. 

Please find further details below: 

 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http:%2F%2Fwww.yourschoollottery.co.uk%2F&data=05|02|admin%40wistaston.cheshire.sch.uk|1db3ed4bd4634afa187f08de65826b4d|a8a557db58534eaaa759eb7581cb675c|0|0|639059808038163594|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D|0|||&sdata=OJ843%2FJhuoq55iVRzk9KmvM1Dz8ozto%2B%2Fcb6VLRkQwg%3D&reserved=0


Payment Due Dates 

KS2 Snack Spring 2 – Payment due by 27/02/26 

Year R Runway Visitor Centre – Payment by 13/03/26 

Year 6 (Current Year 5) London Residential – 3rd Payment due by 31/03/26 

Year 6 (Current Year 5) London Residential – 4th Payment due by 31/05/26 

Year 6 (Current Year 5) London Residential – Final Balance due by 03/07/26 
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