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We are incredibly pleased to share that our pupils raised the highest amount for this year ’s 

Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal, raising well over £1000. As a result, we were delighted to 

be recognised by the British Legion for this fantastic achievement.  Not only did the children 

show great enthusiasm in fundraising, but also creativity and thoughtfulness through their 

beautiful artwork made from both recycled poppies and the poppies they had created at 

home. It has been wonderful to see their understanding of remembrance expressed in such 

meaningful ways. Yesterday we were honoured to receive a special award made by Bentley, 

who presented it in person, arriving in one of their cars, with members of the British Legion 

also in attendance. It was a special occasion for our school community, and a fitting way to 

celebrate the pupils’ hard work, compassion, and deep respect. We extend our sincere 

thanks to everyone in our community who supported this important cause. I am immensely 

proud of how WCLA embodied the message, “We will remember.” 

 

Kind regards 

Mrs Elsley 

Principal 

Useful Dates for Diary 

Further details are shared nearer to the time. 

Any new dates added to this will be highlighted in green. 



Important dates can also be found on the School Calendar at: 

https://www.wclacademy.co.uk/calendar 

 

https://www.wclacademy.co.uk/calendar


Week Commencing 14th April will be WEEK 3 (New Autumn Menu) for 

lunches 

 

Please be aware that there will be a special menu on Saint George’s Day (Thursday 23rd April 

2026) as follows: 

Main Dish – Great British Breakfast Plate (Pork sausage, bacon, baked beans, scrambled egg 

and hash brown) 

Vegetarian Dish – Vegetarian breakfast (Quorn sausage, baked beans, scrambled egg and 

hash brown) 

Jacket Potato/Sandwich – Jacket potato with choice of fillings 

Dessert – Jam and coconut sponge served with custard 

What’s New! 

Weekly Digital Safety Spotlight 

 

OuRRSay Squad Update – 26 March 2026 

This week, the OuRRSay Squad continued their work on Belonging, exploring how the school 

environment and classroom routines can help every child feel included. Pupils shared that 

WCLA feels welcoming overall, and spaces such as The Hub and the library were recognised 

as calm, supportive areas. Children felt classrooms and corridors could be even more 

inclusive with displays representing a wider range of cultures and disabilities, more regularly 

updated No Outsiders boards and themed weeks celebrating diversity. They also suggested a 

wholeschool portrait display so that every child is visibly valued. Morning challenges and 

PSHE lessons were praised for helping create a calm, positive start to the day. Next week, the 

Squad will explore how the school can celebrate each child’s unique identity. This work 



supports CRC Article 2 (every child has the right to be included and treated fairly) and 

Article 30 (the right to enjoy and express your culture, language and identity). 

 

Parent Survey 

Our annual parent survey closes at the end of March. As part of our ongoing commitment to 

improving our school, we have been inviting all parents and carers to take a few minutes to 

complete our annual Parent Survey. Your feedback is extremely valuable and helps us 

understand what is working well and where we can continue to develop. The survey can be 

completed anonymously, but if you raise a point that you would like to discuss further, 

please feel free to include your name in the comments section and we will be happy to 

follow it up with you. Your views and suggestions play an important role in helping our 

school grow and move forward, and we truly appreciate you taking the time to share them. 

Thank you for your continued support. 

Parent survey 2025-26 – Fill in form 

Years 5 & 6 Timperley Shield - 3rd Place 

A fantastic and proud afternoon of football saw the team finish in 3rd place with an 

impressive record of 5 wins, 3 draws, and just 1 loss. This was a brilliant effort against all of 

the table-toppers from the Autumn League, and the players should be incredibly proud of 

themselves. 

A huge shout out to the team, and also to everyone who took part in the league fixtures — 

every player played an important part in this achievement. 

We now look forward to upcoming friendlies, World Cup tournaments, and of course, the 

teacher matches! 

Get Ready for Sports Day – The Excitement Begins! 

Next half term, we’re turning up the energy as we build towards our much-anticipated 

Sports Day! All children will be taking part in exciting house team challenges during their PE 

lessons with Mr Raiswell. 

https://forms.office.com/e/qYAUuVCePR


At the start of each lesson, both KS1 and KS2 pupils will work together in their teams to 

complete fun and competitive challenges, earning bonus points for their houses ahead of 

the big day. It’s a fantastic opportunity to show teamwork, determination, and house spirit! 

Who will take the early lead? Let the games begin! 

Easter Egg Donations 

A huge thank you to everyone who donated eggs for the Friends of WCLA Easter bingo event. 

Any remaining eggs after the event have been donated to the Wishing Well Hub to support 

the local community. 

Easter Holidays 

School closes after normal sessions today (Friday 27th March) and reopens to pupils after 

Easter on Tuesday 14th April (Monday 13th April is an INSET day). We hope everyone has a 

lovely Easter break. 

Annual Online Parents RSE Meeting 

The school will be holding an online meeting on Thursday 16th April at 6pm to share with 

parents the Relationships and Sex Education Curriculum which has been adopted by the 

school. There will be the opportunity to see some of the resources we will use with the 

children and we will give parents a full overview of what will be taught in each year group. 

The link for this meeting will be sent out when we return to school for the Summer term. 

Please be aware that this meeting is a repeat of last year ’s meeting. 

The TLP Debating Challenge 

We are excited to share that a group of our pupils will be taking part in a Debate Training 

Day on Friday 24th April at Daven Primary School, led by Debate Mate. This is a fantastic 

opportunity for them to develop confidence, communication skills and teamwork as they 

prepare for the TLP Debating Challenge later in the year. We look forward to seeing how 

they get on and will share updates following the event! 

Meningitis Awareness 

You will have heard about the recent Meningitis B cases in Canterbury, and although this is 

not local to Cheshire East, it’s a useful reminder of how important it is to be informed and 

stay protected against serious meningococcal infections. 

Meningococcal disease (meningitis and septicaemia) is an uncommon disease caused by 

meningococcal bacteria, which can cause serious illness – meningitis (inflammation of the 

lining of the brain) and septicaemia (blood poisoning), which can rapidly lead to sepsis. 

There are numerous strains of the meningococcal infection. The MenACWY vaccination gives 

good protection against MenA, MenC, MenW, and MenY and is routinely offered to 

teenagers in school Years 9 and 10. However, this vaccine does not protect against all forms 

of meningitis. 



Those under 25 and who have not had the MenACWY vaccine before, you should ideally 

have it at least 2 weeks before starting college or university. 

Other strains such as MenB can circulate in young adults, which is why it’s important to 

know how to spot the symptoms of meningitis and septicaemia. The MenB vaccine has been 

part of the NHS routine childhood schedule since July 2015. Most children who were born 

after 1 July 2015 will have been offered the MenB vaccine as part of the routine 

immunisation schedule when they were babies. This means that most children in primary 

schools and early years settings will have had the MenB vaccine. 

The onset of illness is often sudden and early diagnosis and treatment with antibiotics are 

vital. Early symptoms, which may not always be present, include: 

• A rash that doesn’t fade when pressed with a glass 

• Sudden onset of high fever 

• Severe and worsening headache 

• Stiff neck  

• Vomiting and diarrhoea 

• Joint and muscle pain 

• Dislike of bright lights 

• Very cold hands and feet 

• Seizures 

• Confusion/delirium 

• Extreme sleepiness/difficulty waking 



 

Assistant Caretaker Vacancy 

We currently have a vacancy for an Assistant Caretaker. Details of the position and 

application links can be found at: 

https://mynewterm.com/school/Wistaston-Church-Lane-Academy/141568. 

All other current vacancies can also be found at the link above, including a Teaching 

Assistant – Maternity Cover vacancy. 

After-School Clubs – Summer Term 

After school and lunchtime clubs for the Summer term are now live on Arbor. All after 

school clubs will run weekly (term-time only) from the week beginning 20th April to the 

week ending 10th July unless otherwise stated. Please be aware that there will be NO 

clubs w/c 11th May due to Year 6 SATs and no clubs w/c 14th April (Apart from Year 6 

Maths Booster which will take place on Tuesday 14th April). All after school clubs will end 

at 4.15pm and children should be collected from the Junior Playground. 

Clubs run by staff members are free and only those booked directly through external 

organisations are charged for. 

Where places are limited, we will be operating on a ‘first come, first served’ basis. We 

kindly ask that you initially book ONLY ONE free after-school club for your child to ensure 

that everyone has a fair opportunity to take part in the clubs. If there are still places 

available on Sunday 19th April, additional clubs may then be booked. 

https://mynewterm.com/school/Wistaston-Church-Lane-Academy/141568


Please note that due to staff absences we may need to cancel clubs at short notice. We will, 

of course, do our utmost to avoid this and to help where we can. 

Please consider that the notice period for cancelling places at Swan Stars is four weeks for 

contracted sessions and 7 days for ad hoc bookings. 

 

 

Friends of WCLA Smarties Challenge 

Don't forget our PTA fundraising challenge, “Be Marvellous in March!” This month, the PTA is 

raising funds for outdoor playground equipment and is inviting all children to take part in a 

fun challenge — filling a Smarties tube with as many 20p pieces as possible! Families have 



the whole month to collect and fill their tube. Completed challenges should be brought into 

school on Tuesday 14th April on our return after Easter (Please label your tubes with pupil’s 

names and class). The class that raises the most money will get to go to Crewe Lyceum 

Theatre during the normal school day on June 11th to watch AmaSing Once Upon a Musical. 

Currently Berlin  are in the lead! 

 

Wistaston Scouts 

KS2 were visited by representatives from Wistaston Scouts during their assembly on Tuesday 

24th March. Please see below contact information for anyone who has expressed an interest 

in Scouts following the visit: 

 



Her-Hub Easter Pop-Up Event - Saturday 11th April 

The Community Share Hub is excited to announce their Hub Pop-Up Event at Her  Hub, 64 

Beech Drive, Crewe, CW2 8RG on Saturday 11th April from 10am to 2pm. This free 

community event is open to everyone and offers families the chance to  access a wide range 

of pre-loved essentials, including:   

● School uniform (branded and unbranded)   

● Baby clothes (up to age 2 years)   

● Prams, cots, Moses' baskets, baby baths, high chairs etc.   

● Toiletries for mum and baby   

● P.E kit & football boots   

No booking, referral or eligibility criteria is needed to access the hub. The pop-up is  part of 

Her-Place’s ongoing commitment to reducing waste, supporting families, and  promoting 

dignity through sustainability. All items have been kindly donated by the  local community, 

checked for quality, and made freely available to those who need  them. Visitors can drop in 

at any time during the event to browse, collect items, and find out  more about the other 

services available through the Community Share Hub,  including information about the 

healthy start scheme. 

Attendance & Fines for Unauthorised Absence 

We are working closely with our Education Welfare Office to improve our attendance and 

prevent children’s attendance from falling below 95%. Children with attendance below 90% 

are classed as persistent absentees. We are contacting parents by letter if we are worried 

that a child’s attendance is becoming close to 90%. Please be assured that this is just a 

process and that we are here to support families as much as we can to improve attendance. 

If you wish to find out more, you may refer to the following: 

• Pupil Attendance and Registration Policy: https://www.wclacademy.co.uk/policies 

• Cheshire East School Attendance: www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/schools/school-

attendance/attendance-and-children-out-of-education.aspx 

• Department for Education: 

https://www.gov.uk/school-attendance-absence/overview 

If your child is going to be absent due to a medical appointment, please inform the school 

office (By telephone, email or via the school website) and show confirmation of the 

appointment (This can be by letter, text, appointment card or email). 

https://www.wclacademy.co.uk/policies
https://www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/schools/school-attendance/attendance-and-children-out-of-education.aspx
https://www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/schools/school-attendance/attendance-and-children-out-of-education.aspx
https://www.gov.uk/school-attendance-absence/overview


If your child is going to be absent due to illness, please inform the school office (By 

telephone, email or via the school website) each day and give as much detail as possible 

regarding their symptoms/diagnosis for their attendance records. 

If your child is going to be absent for any other reason (e.g. holiday, wedding, non-medical 

appointment), please complete a Leave of Absence Request Form at your earliest possible 

opportunity and attach any relevant supporting information that you wish to be taken into 

consideration. You should be aware that if your child is taken out of school and the reasons 

are not classed as exceptional, the absence will be recorded as unauthorised. Any appeal 

should be made prior to the end of the period of absence before an FPN is issued. 

The law requires all children between the ages of 5 and 16 to be in full time education. 

Under Section 7 of the Education Act 1996 it is the duty of the parent/carer of a child of 

compulsory school age to ensure that they attend school regularly. 

A new National Framework for Penalty Notices came into force on 19th August 2024. As a 

result of these changes, absences will be tracked over a rolling 3 year period and penalty 

notices will be issued for the following: 

•   Term time leave of 5 or more consecutive days 

•   10 sessions of unauthorised leave in a rolling 10 week period 

Please note that penalty notices may also be issued before the threshold is met where it 

appears parents are deliberately avoiding the national threshold by taking several term time 

holidays of less than 5 days. 

Penalty notices will continue to be issued per parent per child as follows: 

•   First Offence – For term time leave or irregular school attendance; Charged at £160 per 

parent, per child if paid within 28 days, reducing to £80 per parent, per child if paid within 

21 days. 

•   Second Offence – Where a second notice is issued within 3 years of the first penalty 

notice for either term time leave or irregular attendance, this will be charged at £160 if paid 

within 28 days. 

•   Third Offence – If a third offence occurs within 3 years of the first penalty notice, a 

penalty notice will not be issued but the case may proceed to Parental Prosecution under 

the Single Justice Procedure. If found guilty of the offence of ‘Failure to send a child to 

school’, the Magistrate can impose a fine up to £1000 or legal proceedings under Section 

444 (1a) can include a fine of up to £2500. 

Please be aware that these changes are national changes and all penalty notices will be 

issued by Cheshire East Council. The school does not benefit financially in any way from 

any fines issued. 



Year 6 into 7 Transition Dates 

The transition days for Year 6 pupils moving up to Brine Leas in September are as follow: 

Wednesday 24th June & Thursday 25th June 

Mr Mottram will also be visiting pupils at WCLA on 21st May. 

The transition days for Year 6 pupils moving up to Malbank in September are as follow: 

Tuesday 23rd June, Wednesday 24th June & Thursday 25th June 

Swan Stars Payments 

We kindly ask that all Swan Stars payments are paid in advance of sessions being taken. Ad 

hoc sessions are due at the time of booking however far in advance this may be. Contracted 

sessions will be invoiced each month. Please be aware that late payments may result in 

additional fees or cancellation of sessions. If you have any queries or issues with payments, 

please contact the school office at the earliest opportunity. 

Wistaston Jubilee Tennis Courts Crowdfunding Campaign 

Mr Raiswell recently helped to launch a crowdfunding campaign with a latest target of 

£42,000 to support improvements at Wistaston Jubilee Tennis Club. Any support whether 

donations, sharing the campaign, or even exploring the reward options available would be 

appreciated by the club. Please see the link below for more details: 

https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/p/qr/gW32q12l?utm_campaign=sharemodal&utm_mediu

m=referral&utm_source=shortlink 

Year 2 Football Festival 

Please be aware that the event scheduled for 5th March is being rescheduled. As soon as we 

have a new date, the team will be notified. It is now expected to take place after Easter. The 

random draw for team has taken place in preparation for the event. 

Coach Barks Easter Football Camp 

Please see below for details of a football camp that Coach Barks is running over Easter: 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https:%2F%2Fwww.crowdfunder.co.uk%2Fp%2Fqr%2FgW32q12l%3Futm_campaign%3Dsharemodal%26utm_medium%3Dreferral%26utm_source%3Dshortlink&data=05|02|admin%40wistaston.cheshire.sch.uk|fed16a89545240800b8c08de67bc886d|a8a557db58534eaaa759eb7581cb675c|0|0|639062256594856141|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D|0|||&sdata=uCOsCY5OR%2Bm96Vvzzq4eS0DvjqyGg12IUNc7nfnzRpA%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https:%2F%2Fwww.crowdfunder.co.uk%2Fp%2Fqr%2FgW32q12l%3Futm_campaign%3Dsharemodal%26utm_medium%3Dreferral%26utm_source%3Dshortlink&data=05|02|admin%40wistaston.cheshire.sch.uk|fed16a89545240800b8c08de67bc886d|a8a557db58534eaaa759eb7581cb675c|0|0|639062256594856141|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D|0|||&sdata=uCOsCY5OR%2Bm96Vvzzq4eS0DvjqyGg12IUNc7nfnzRpA%3D&reserved=0


 

AP-8 Easter Camp 

Please see below for details of an upcoming rugby camp which will be running over the 

Easter holidays. 

 



Wistaston Cricket Club 

Please see below details of opportunities for 5-8 year olds at Wistaston Village Cricket Club: 

 

Year of Reading - Reading Challenge 

At Wistaston Church Lane we know how important reading is to the quality of life now and 

in the future. The government have announced a National Year of Reading in 2026. Don’t 

forget that to get involved and ‘GO ALL IN’ we are challenging the children as a class to read 

2026 times and both in school and at home reading counts. The children’s reading records 

will be checked each week and the total will be recorded. The first in each class will receive a 

prize. ARE YOU UP FOR THE CHALLENGE!!! 

 

Infection Control 

For NHS-recommended advice on common childhood illnesses and guidance on when your 

child should stay off school, visit Patient.info. 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https:%2F%2Fr.send.patient.info%2Fmk%2Fcl%2Ff%2Fsh%2FWCPzyXJTZ6uvdqzEy74qUvLGlMbzUS2D%2FkzAKhT7Ynxm8&data=05|02|admin%40wistaston.cheshire.sch.uk|1a5026514c614184fc7208ddf50e90f5|a8a557db58534eaaa759eb7581cb675c|0|0|638936167366391040|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D|80000|||&sdata=VPRFgP7%2Fuw36GY%2FJx5NqyeGfMqrhcSjP0XLFTDSp3js%3D&reserved=0


 

 

Love Music Trust Vocal Day – Saturday 25th April 

Love Music Trust will be holding their Vocal Day on Saturday 25th April. This year, in order to 

allow more young singers to attend, the event will take place across 2 locations - namely 

Sandbach School, Cheshire East and West Kirby Grammar School, Wirral. 

Both courses will run on Saturday 25th April 9am - 5pm and finish with a celebration concert 

from 4pm for friends and family. The Vocal Days are open to all students, from Year 3 - 7 in 

full time education across the borough who love to sing and want to learn more about 

stagecraft, vocal technique and solo / ensemble singing. The course will consist of a variety 

of workshops for all attending, plus age appropriate classes. A vibrant mix of warm-ups, 

games and songs will be explored over the fun packed day. 



The cost for the day is just £25 per participant and the link for more information and sign-up 

is as follows; http://www.lovemusictrust.com/vocal-day 

The closing date to sign up for the Vocal Day is Friday 17th April 2026. 

Visyon Parent/Carer Webinars & Peer Support Group 

Visyon now offer free online parent / carer webinars covering a range of topics. Please see 

the website for further information and to book. 

Parent webinars | visyon 

Talking Walk-Ins 

Please see below, details of walk-in sessions for advice about speech & language: 

 

SEND Support for Parents 

Please see below for further details of upcoming SEND Drop Ins: 

 

Educational Psychology Team Connected Conversation Appointments 

Please see below for details of appointments offered by the Educational Pyschology Service: 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http:%2F%2Fwww.lovemusictrust.com%2Fvocal-day&data=05|02|admin%40wistaston.cheshire.sch.uk|16418015c52c439ce4b208de78faf085|a8a557db58534eaaa759eb7581cb675c|0|0|639081216342356205|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D|0|||&sdata=iz0SdMH4uJcK%2FkQHIlpoBjAuNM3ffmXk5V7l95tvjl4%3D&reserved=0
https://www.visyon.org.uk/parentwebinars


 

Arbor Information & Consents 

To ensure school has up-to-date contact information in case of an emergency, please check 

your child’s Arbor account and inform school immediately by email of any changes or errors. 

Please also ensure that all consents (e.g. Local Area Visits, photographs, walking home, 

mobile phones, etc) are up to date and contact the school office if you have any issues. 

Thank you. 

All About Family - Spring Edition 

Please find below a link to the Spring edition of All About Family: 

Liverpool Spring – All About Family Magazine 

Easyfundraising 

Thank you to everyone who is supporting us for free on #easyfundraising. Your continued 

support means the world to us! If you've not signed up yet, please join today and you can 

raise free donations for Wistaston Church Lane Academy every time you shop online this 

year! Over 8,000 retailers like eBay, Argos, Marks and Spencer, John Lewis & Partners, Etsy, 

Tesco and Just Eat will donate at no extra cost to you. Sign up on the app today and we'll get 

a £2 bonus! 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/easyfundraising-

app/?causeId=139508&utm_term=CE941 

Incredible news for Wistaston Church Lane Academy! TUI is giving schools and PTAs a HUGE 

£125 donation* when their supporters book a holiday this month (excludes flight-only and 

hotel-only bookings)! 

https://allabout-family.co.uk/liverpool-spring/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/easyfundraising-app/?causeId=139508&utm_term=CE941
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/easyfundraising-app/?causeId=139508&utm_term=CE941


School Lottery 

Check out this month’s ‘Your School Lottery’ Super Draw Prize. 

 

If you’re not yet involved in our school lottery, and want the chance to win £25k every week, 

why not join today? 

Head over to www.yourschoollottery.co.uk  and search for Wistaston Church Lane Academy. 

Please find further details below: 

 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http:%2F%2Fwww.yourschoollottery.co.uk%2F&data=05|02|admin%40wistaston.cheshire.sch.uk|1db3ed4bd4634afa187f08de65826b4d|a8a557db58534eaaa759eb7581cb675c|0|0|639059808038163594|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D|0|||&sdata=OJ843%2FJhuoq55iVRzk9KmvM1Dz8ozto%2B%2Fcb6VLRkQwg%3D&reserved=0


Payment Due Dates 

KS2 Snack – Summer 1 – Payment now due 

Year 6 (Current Year 5) London Residential – 3rd Payment due by 31/03/26 

Year 1 Toy Workshop & Legoland Manchester – Payment due by 24/04/26 

Cygnets & Reception Dino Day – Payment by 21/05/26 

Year 6 (Current Year 5) London Residential – 4th Payment due by 31/05/26 

Year 6 (Current Year 5) London Residential – Final Balance due by 03/07/26 
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