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Friday 17th April 2026 

Next Friday, we are excited to invite all pupils to take part in our “Blue for Belonging Day”, an 

initiative inspired by the thoughtful suggestions of our OuRRSay Squad. Children are 

welcome to come to school dressed in blue to celebrate inclusion and a sense of belonging 

across our community—however, if they would prefer to wear their school uniform as usual, 

that is absolutely fine too. For those who wish, we encourage a little creativity with the 

colour blue! In addition, the OuRRSay Squad has proposed a whole-school portrait display to 

ensure that every child is visibly valued and represented. We will begin working on this next 

week, and would greatly appreciate any donations of blue paper, pencils, crayons or similar 

materials that children can use to create their portraits. 

 

Thank you, as always, for your continued support. 

Kind regards 

Mrs Elsley 

Principal 

Useful Dates for Diary 

Further details are shared nearer to the time. 



Any new dates added to this will be highlighted in green. 

Important dates can also be found on the School Calendar at: 

https://www.wclacademy.co.uk/calendar 

 

Week Commencing 20th April will be WEEK 1 (New Autumn Menu) for 

lunches 

Please be aware that Wednesday’s menu has been changed (see below) as there will be a 

special menu on Saint George’s Day (Thursday 23rd April 2026) as follows: 

https://www.wclacademy.co.uk/calendar


Main Dish – Great British Breakfast Plate (Pork sausage, bacon, baked beans, scrambled egg 

and hash brown) 

Vegetarian Dish – Vegetarian breakfast (Quorn sausages, baked beans, scrambled egg and 

hash brown) 

Jacket Potato/Sandwich – Jacket potato with choice of fillings 

Dessert – Jam and coconut sponge served with custard 

 

What’s New! 

Weekly Digital Safety Spotlight 

 

Year 5 STEM Careers Workshop  

Mid Cheshire Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust delivered a STEM session with Year 5 students 

this week through the Healthier Futures Programme, introducing students to how hospitals 

are designed and improved, where healthcare, technology and collaboration come together 

to shape patient care. 

The visitors commented that what stood out most was the curiosity and confidence of the 

students. Their thoughtful questions, ideas and enthusiasm were a powerful reminder of 

why early engagement in STEM truly matters. 

Year 5 explored what makes a great hospital, from people and environment to cutting-edge 

technologies such as virtual reality, now being used to support patient recovery in new and 

innovative ways. 

Academy Photography – Class Photographs & Year 6 Leaver Photographs on Tuesday 

21st April 

 



All pupils should attend school in their full uniform on Tuesday 21st April as Academy 

Photography will be taking class photographs and Year 6 Leaver photographs. Please ensure 

that all photo permissions are up-to-date on Arbor in preparation for this. 

 

Reception Runway Visitor Trip – Thursday 23rd April 

Reception will be visiting the Runway Visitor Centre at Manchester Airport on Thursday. 

Details for the visit: 

• A packed lunch will be supplied by school. 

• Children should wear school uniform, comfortable footwear (not necessarily school shoes). 

• Children should bring a suitable coat. 

• Children need to be in school as normal. We depart at 9.15am 

• The children will be back in school for collection at the usual time. 

The TLP Debating Challenge 

We are excited to share that a group of our pupils will be taking part in a Debate Training 

Day on Friday 24th April at Daven Primary School, led by Debate Mate. This is a fantastic 

opportunity for them to develop confidence, communication skills and teamwork as they 

prepare for the TLP Debating Challenge later in the year. We look forward to seeing how 

they get on and will share updates following the event! 



Reception and Year 6 Height & Weight Checks – Wednesday 20th May 

The School Health Screening Team are scheduled to complete height & weight checks for 

Reception and Year 6 pupils in school on Wednesday 20th May. 

If parents are happy for their child to be measured, they do not need to do anything. 

If you do not want your child’s height and weight to be measured, or your child has a 

medical condition that affects their height or weight, please let the School Health 

Screening Team know directly by emailing them at wchc.southscreeners@nhs.net 

(preferred) or alternatively by phone if you are unable to email at 0300 123 4058. Please 

do this ASAP. 

Children will not be made to take part on the day if they do not want to. 

Friends of WCLA Smarties Challenge 

A huge thank you to everyone who supported the Smarties Challenge. A total of £1129.27 

has been counted so far with the following classes in the lead: 

Tokyo - 142.41 

Athens - 122.96 

Berlin - 104.12 

The class that raises the most money will get to go to Crewe Lyceum Theatre during the 

normal school day on June 11th to watch AmaSing Once Upon a Musical. We hope to 

announce the winning class early next week. 

After-School Clubs – Summer Term 

After school and lunchtime clubs for the Summer term are now live on Arbor. All after 

school clubs will run weekly (term-time only) from the week beginning 20th April to the 

week ending 10th July unless otherwise stated. Please be aware that there will be NO 

clubs w/c 11th May due to Year 6 SATs). All after school clubs will end at 4.15pm and 

children should be collected from the Junior Playground. 

Clubs run by staff members are free and only those booked directly through external 

organisations are charged for. 

Where places are limited, we will be operating on a ‘first come, first served’ basis. We 

kindly ask that you initially book ONLY ONE free after-school club for your child to ensure 

that everyone has a fair opportunity to take part in the clubs. If there are still places 

available on Sunday 19th April, additional clubs may then be booked. 

Please note that due to staff absences we may need to cancel clubs at short notice. We will, 

of course, do our utmost to avoid this and to help where we can. 



Please consider that the notice period for cancelling places at Swan Stars is four weeks for 

contracted sessions and 7 days for ad hoc bookings. 

 

 

Attendance & Fines for Unauthorised Absence 

We are working closely with our Education Welfare Office to improve our attendance and 

prevent children’s attendance from falling below 95%. Children with attendance below 90% 

are classed as persistent absentees. We are contacting parents by letter if we are worried 

that a child’s attendance is becoming close to 90%. Please be assured that this is just a 

process and that we are here to support families as much as we can to improve attendance. 



If you wish to find out more, you may refer to the following: 

• Pupil Attendance and Registration Policy: https://www.wclacademy.co.uk/policies 

• Cheshire East School Attendance: www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/schools/school-

attendance/attendance-and-children-out-of-education.aspx 

• Department for Education: 

https://www.gov.uk/school-attendance-absence/overview 

If your child is going to be absent due to a medical appointment, please inform the school 

office (By telephone, email or via the school website) and show confirmation of the 

appointment (This can be by letter, text, appointment card or email). 

If your child is going to be absent due to illness, please inform the school office (By 

telephone, email or via the school website) each day and give as much detail as possible 

regarding their symptoms/diagnosis for their attendance records. 

If your child is going to be absent for any other reason (e.g. holiday, wedding, non-medical 

appointment), please complete a Leave of Absence Request Form at your earliest possible 

opportunity and attach any relevant supporting information that you wish to be taken into 

consideration. You should be aware that if your child is taken out of school and the reasons 

are not classed as exceptional, the absence will be recorded as unauthorised. Any appeal 

should be made prior to the end of the period of absence before an FPN is issued. 

The law requires all children between the ages of 5 and 16 to be in full time education. 

Under Section 7 of the Education Act 1996 it is the duty of the parent/carer of a child of 

compulsory school age to ensure that they attend school regularly. 

A new National Framework for Penalty Notices came into force on 19th August 2024. As a 

result of these changes, absences will be tracked over a rolling 3 year period and penalty 

notices will be issued for the following: 

•   Term time leave of 5 or more consecutive days 

•   10 sessions of unauthorised leave in a rolling 10 week period 

Please note that penalty notices may also be issued before the threshold is met where it 

appears parents are deliberately avoiding the national threshold by taking several term time 

holidays of less than 5 days. 

Penalty notices will continue to be issued per parent per child as follows: 

•   First Offence – For term time leave or irregular school attendance; Charged at £160 per 

parent, per child if paid within 28 days, reducing to £80 per parent, per child if paid within 

21 days. 

https://www.wclacademy.co.uk/policies
https://www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/schools/school-attendance/attendance-and-children-out-of-education.aspx
https://www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/schools/school-attendance/attendance-and-children-out-of-education.aspx
https://www.gov.uk/school-attendance-absence/overview


•   Second Offence – Where a second notice is issued within 3 years of the first penalty 

notice for either term time leave or irregular attendance, this will be charged at £160 if paid 

within 28 days. 

•   Third Offence – If a third offence occurs within 3 years of the first penalty notice, a 

penalty notice will not be issued but the case may proceed to Parental Prosecution under 

the Single Justice Procedure. If found guilty of the offence of ‘Failure to send a child to 

school’, the Magistrate can impose a fine up to £1000 or legal proceedings under Section 

444 (1a) can include a fine of up to £2500. 

Please be aware that these changes are national changes and all penalty notices will be 

issued by Cheshire East Council. The school does not benefit financially in any way from 

any fines issued. 

Year 6 into 7 Transition Dates 

The transition days for Year 6 pupils moving up to Brine Leas in September are as follow: 

Wednesday 24th June & Thursday 25th June 

Mr Mottram will also be visiting pupils at WCLA on 21st May. 

The transition days for Year 6 pupils moving up to Malbank in September are as follow: 

Tuesday 23rd June, Wednesday 24th June & Thursday 25th June 

The transition days for Year 6 pupils moving up to The Oaks Academy in September are as 

follow: 

Tuesday 23rd June 

KS1 Lunchtime Hub 

We would be grateful for any donations of the following items for the KS1 Lunchtime Hub: 

• Small world toys (e.g. farm, zoo, dinosaurs, trains, cars) 

• Construction toys (e.g. Lego, Playmobil). 

Swan Stars Payments & Bookings 

We kindly ask that all Swan Stars payments are paid in advance of sessions being taken. Ad 

hoc sessions are due at the time of booking however far in advance this may be. Contracted 

sessions will be invoiced each month. Please be aware that late payments may result in 

additional fees or cancellation of sessions. If you have any queries or issues with payments, 

please contact the school office at the earliest opportunity. 

Please ensure that all bookings are made for the correct club (Cygnets, Infants or Juniors) 

to avoid any sessions having to be cancelled. 



Year 2 Football Festival 

Please be aware that the event scheduled for 5th March is being rescheduled. As soon as we 

have a new date, the team will be notified. It is now expected to take place after Easter. The 

random draw for team has taken place in preparation for the event. 

Year of Reading - Reading Challenge 

At Wistaston Church Lane we know how important reading is to the quality of life now and 

in the future. The government have announced a National Year of Reading in 2026. Don’t 

forget that to get involved and ‘GO ALL IN’ we are challenging the children as a class to read 

2026 times and both in school and at home reading counts. The children’s reading records 

will be checked each week and the total will be recorded. The first in each class will receive a 

prize. ARE YOU UP FOR THE CHALLENGE!!! 

 

Infection Control 

There has been a reported case of Impetigo in KS2. Please see the link below for information 

about symptoms to look out for and treatment: 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/impetigo/ 

For NHS-recommended advice on common childhood illnesses and guidance on when your 

child should stay off school, visit Patient.info. 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/impetigo/
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https:%2F%2Fr.send.patient.info%2Fmk%2Fcl%2Ff%2Fsh%2FWCPzyXJTZ6uvdqzEy74qUvLGlMbzUS2D%2FkzAKhT7Ynxm8&data=05|02|admin%40wistaston.cheshire.sch.uk|1a5026514c614184fc7208ddf50e90f5|a8a557db58534eaaa759eb7581cb675c|0|0|638936167366391040|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D|80000|||&sdata=VPRFgP7%2Fuw36GY%2FJx5NqyeGfMqrhcSjP0XLFTDSp3js%3D&reserved=0


 

 

Free Girls Football Taster Session (Ages 5-9) 

Please see below for details of a free girls football taster session on 25th April. 



 

Love Music Trust Vocal Day – Saturday 25th April 

Love Music Trust will be holding their Vocal Day on Saturday 25th April. This year, in order to 

allow more young singers to attend, the event will take place across 2 locations - namely 

Sandbach School, Cheshire East and West Kirby Grammar School, Wirral. 

Both courses will run on Saturday 25th April 9am - 5pm and finish with a celebration concert 

from 4pm for friends and family. The Vocal Days are open to all students, from Year 3 - 7 in 

full time education across the borough who love to sing and want to learn more about 

stagecraft, vocal technique and solo / ensemble singing. The course will consist of a variety 

of workshops for all attending, plus age appropriate classes. A vibrant mix of warm-ups, 

games and songs will be explored over the fun packed day. 

The cost for the day is just £25 per participant and the link for more information and sign-up 

is as follows; http://www.lovemusictrust.com/vocal-day 

The closing date to sign up for the Vocal Day is Friday 17th April 2026. 

Visyon Parent/Carer Webinars & Peer Support Group 

Visyon now offer free online parent / carer webinars covering a range of topics. Please see 

the website for further information and to book. 

Parent webinars | visyon 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http:%2F%2Fwww.lovemusictrust.com%2Fvocal-day&data=05|02|admin%40wistaston.cheshire.sch.uk|16418015c52c439ce4b208de78faf085|a8a557db58534eaaa759eb7581cb675c|0|0|639081216342356205|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D|0|||&sdata=iz0SdMH4uJcK%2FkQHIlpoBjAuNM3ffmXk5V7l95tvjl4%3D&reserved=0
https://www.visyon.org.uk/parentwebinars


SEND Support for Parents 

Please see below for further details of upcoming SEND Drop Ins: 

 

Educational Psychology Team Connected Conversation Appointments 

Please see below for details of appointments offered by the Educational Pyschology Service: 

 

Arbor Information & Consents 

To ensure school has up-to-date contact information in case of an emergency, please check 

your child’s Arbor account and inform school immediately by email of any changes or errors. 

Please also ensure that all consents (e.g. Local Area Visits, photographs, walking home, 



mobile phones, etc) are up to date and contact the school office if you have any issues. 

Thank you. 

Easyfundraising 

Thank you to everyone who is supporting us for free on #easyfundraising. Your continued 

support means the world to us! If you've not signed up yet, please join today and you can 

raise free donations for Wistaston Church Lane Academy every time you shop online this 

year! Over 8,000 retailers like eBay, Argos, Marks and Spencer, John Lewis & Partners, Etsy, 

Tesco and Just Eat will donate at no extra cost to you. Sign up on the app today and we'll get 

a £2 bonus! 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/easyfundraising-

app/?causeId=139508&utm_term=CE941 

School Lottery 

Check out this month’s ‘Your School Lottery’ Super Draw Prize. 

 

If you’re not yet involved in our school lottery, and want the chance to win £25k every week, 

why not join today? 

Head over to www.yourschoollottery.co.uk  and search for Wistaston Church Lane Academy. 

Please find further details below: 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/easyfundraising-app/?causeId=139508&utm_term=CE941
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/easyfundraising-app/?causeId=139508&utm_term=CE941
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http:%2F%2Fwww.yourschoollottery.co.uk%2F&data=05|02|admin%40wistaston.cheshire.sch.uk|1db3ed4bd4634afa187f08de65826b4d|a8a557db58534eaaa759eb7581cb675c|0|0|639059808038163594|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D|0|||&sdata=OJ843%2FJhuoq55iVRzk9KmvM1Dz8ozto%2B%2Fcb6VLRkQwg%3D&reserved=0


 

Payment Due Dates 

KS2 Snack – Summer 1 – Payment OVERDUE 

Year 6 (Current Year 5) London Residential – 3rd Payment OVERDUE 

Year 1 Toy Workshop & Legoland Manchester – Payment due by 24/04/26 

Cygnets & Reception Dino Day – Payment by 21/05/26 

Year 6 (Current Year 5) London Residential – 4th Payment due by 31/05/26 

Year 6 (Current Year 5) London Residential – Final Balance due by 03/07/26 
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