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Wistaston Weekly 

Friday 1st May 2026 

We are delighted to celebrate the fantastic effort shown by our children in this year ’s “Go All 

In” reading challenge. It has been wonderful to see such enthusiasm for reading both at 

school and at home, truly embracing 2026 as the National Year of Reading. I am very pleased 

to announce that our first class has now reached the ambitious target of 2,026 reads—an 

incredible achievement. Every read has counted towards this success, and the dedication 

from pupils and families alike has been inspiring. A special well done to Sydney, who will 

now have the exciting opportunity to choose a selection of new books for their classroom. 

Our EYFS/KS1 classes are still fighting it out for the top spot. Who will be the winners? 

Keep up the brilliant reading, everyone! 

Kind regards 

Mrs Elsley 

Principal 

Useful Dates for Diary 

Further details are shared nearer to the time. 

Any new dates added to this will be highlighted in green. 

Important dates can also be found on the School Calendar at: 

https://www.wclacademy.co.uk/calendar 

https://www.wclacademy.co.uk/calendar


 



Week Commencing 5th May will be WEEK 3 menu for lunches 

 

What’s New! 

Weekly Digital Safety Spotlight 

 

OuRRSay Squad Update - 29th April 

This week, the OuRRSay Squad focused on Belonging and Celebrating Individual Identity. 

Pupils reflected on how the No Outsiders programme, Jigsaw PSHE, themed days and texts 

such as Wonder help them understand and value what makes everyone unique. Children 

also highlighted events such as Blue for Belonging and suggested bringing back a Rainbow 

Day. The Squad discussed how individual talents are celebrated through opportunities like 

Wistaston’s Got Talent, sports competitions, Trust events, art exhibitions and Sports Day. 

Next week, the focus will move to peer support and student leadership, exploring how 

pupils can take on roles to support one another and strengthen belonging across the school. 

This work supports CRC Article 30 (the right to express culture, identity and 

background) and Article 31 (the right to take part in cultural, creative and sporting 

activities). 



 

Year 5 Debate Mate Day - 24th April 

On Friday 24th April, a group of our Year 5 pupils took part in an inspiring debating 

workshop led by Debate Mate. The highly engaging session helped pupils develop key skills 

such as critical thinking, clear communication, confident speaking, and respectful listening 

through a range of structured debate activities. 

The children represented the school brilliantly, showing enthusiasm, maturity, and a 

willingness to challenge themselves. These valuable skills will support them across the 

curriculum and beyond the classroom. We are proud of their efforts and look forward to 

seeing them build on this experience as they prepare to take part in the Trust debating 

competition in June 

Bank Holiday - Monday 4th May 

Please be aware that school will be closed for the bank holiday on Monday 4th May. The 

school will be open as normal on Tuesday 5th May. 

Academy Photography - Class Photographs & Year 6 Leaver Photographs 

We are currently awaiting the proofs and will distribute these as soon as possible along with 

details of how you can place any orders. 

Reception and Year 6 Height & Weight Checks – Wednesday 20th May 

The School Health Screening Team are scheduled to complete height & weight checks for 

Reception and Year 6 pupils in school on Wednesday 20th May. 

If parents are happy for their child to be measured, they do not need to do anything. 

If you do not want your child’s height and weight to be measured, or your child has a 

medical condition that affects their height or weight, please let the School Health 

Screening Team know directly by emailing them at wchc.southscreeners@nhs.net 

(preferred) or alternatively by phone if you are unable to email at 0300 123 4058. Please 

do this ASAP. 

Children will not be made to take part on the day if they do not want to. 



After-School Clubs – Summer Term 

All after school clubs will run weekly (term-time only) from the week beginning 20th April 

to the week ending 10th July unless otherwise stated. Please be aware that there will be 

NO clubs w/c 11th May due to Year 6 SATs). All after school clubs will end at 4.15pm and 

children should be collected from the Junior Playground. 

Pupils are expected to attend all sessions once enrolled for a club. If your child will not be 

attending a session, please inform school in advance of the session. 

Year 6 into 7 Transition Dates 

The transition days for Year 6 pupils moving up to Brine Leas in September are as follow: 

Wednesday 24th June & Thursday 25th June 

Mr Mottram will also be visiting pupils at WCLA on 21st May. 

The transition days for Year 6 pupils moving up to Malbank in September are as follow: 

Tuesday 23rd June, Wednesday 24th June & Thursday 25th June 

The transition days for Year 6 pupils moving up to Shavington Academy in September are as 

follow: 

Tuesday 23rd June & Wednesday 24th June 

The transition days for Year 6 pupils moving up to St Thomas More in September are as 

follow: 

Tuesday 23rd June & Wednesday 24th June 

The teacher will also be visiting pupils at WCLA on 15th May 

The transition days for Year 6 pupils moving up to The Oaks Academy in September are as 

follow: 

Tuesday 23rd June 

Cheshire East Crisis and Resilience Fund Launch 

Cheshire East Council is delivering the Crisis and Resilience Fund (CRF), funded by the 

Department for Work and Pensions, to provide timely support to residents experiencing 

financial hardship and to help build longer term financial resilience. The CRF brings together 

a range of financial and practical support offers for residents facing a sudden financial shock 

or struggling to meet essential costs. 

Please see the link below for more detail: 

Crisis and Resilience Fund 

https://www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/benefits_housing_council_tax/crisis-and-resilience-fund/crisis-and-resilience-fund.aspx


KS1 Lunchtime Hub 

We would be grateful for any donations of the following items for the KS1 Lunchtime Hub: 

• Small world toys (e.g. farm, zoo, dinosaurs, trains, cars) 

• Construction toys (e.g. Lego, Playmobil). 

Swan Stars Payments & Bookings 

We kindly ask that all Swan Stars payments are paid in advance of sessions being taken. Ad 

hoc sessions are due at the time of booking however far in advance this may be. Contracted 

sessions will be invoiced each month. Please be aware that late payments may result in 

additional fees or cancellation of sessions. If you have any queries or issues with payments, 

please contact the school office at the earliest opportunity. 

Please ensure that all bookings are made for the correct club (Cygnets, Infants or Juniors) to 

avoid any sessions having to be cancelled. 

Year 2 Football Festival 

Please be aware that the event scheduled for 5th March has been rescheduled to Thursday 

11th June. 

Year of Reading Update 

Our 2026 reading challenge has really got momentum now with our KS2 winners already 

announced. 

In other reading news the Year 2 and KS2 accelerated reader libraries have had many new 

additions including some graphic novels for all levels. Hopefully this will inspire readers to 

‘Go All In’ in our National Year of Reading! 

If your child is on accelerated reader books and in KS2 could you please encourage them to 

complete a quiz to check for comprehension when they have finished before they change 

their book. Thank you for your support. 

 



Infection Control 

There have been several cases of sickness within school and a reported case of headlice in 

EYFS. Please see the links below for information about symptoms to look out for and 

treatment: 

https://www.nhs.uk/symptoms/diarrhoea-and-vomiting/ 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/head-lice-and-nits/ 

For NHS-recommended advice on common childhood illnesses and guidance on when your 

child should stay off school, visit Patient.info. 

 

 

https://www.nhs.uk/symptoms/diarrhoea-and-vomiting/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/head-lice-and-nits/
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https:%2F%2Fr.send.patient.info%2Fmk%2Fcl%2Ff%2Fsh%2FWCPzyXJTZ6uvdqzEy74qUvLGlMbzUS2D%2FkzAKhT7Ynxm8&data=05|02|admin%40wistaston.cheshire.sch.uk|1a5026514c614184fc7208ddf50e90f5|a8a557db58534eaaa759eb7581cb675c|0|0|638936167366391040|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D|80000|||&sdata=VPRFgP7%2Fuw36GY%2FJx5NqyeGfMqrhcSjP0XLFTDSp3js%3D&reserved=0


Visyon Parent/Carer Webinars & Peer Support Group 

Visyon now offer free online parent / carer webinars covering a range of topics. Please see 

the website for further information and to book. 

Parent webinars | visyon 

SEND Support for Parents 

Please see below for further details of upcoming SEND Drop Ins: 

 

Educational Psychology Team Connected Conversation Appointments 

Please see below for details of appointments offered by the Educational Pyschology Service: 

https://www.visyon.org.uk/parentwebinars


 

Arbor Information & Consents 

To ensure school has up-to-date contact information in case of an emergency, please check 

your child’s Arbor account and inform school immediately by email of any changes or errors. 

Please also ensure that all consents (e.g. Local Area Visits, photographs, walking home, 

mobile phones, etc) are up to date and contact the school office if you have any issues. 

Thank you. 

Easyfundraising 

Thank you to everyone who is supporting us for free on #easyfundraising. Your continued 

support means the world to us! If you've not signed up yet, please sign up to easyfundraising 

and when you shop online with your favourite retailers, they’ll donate to us. 

It's free and your shopping won't cost you any extra - the retailers you shop with will donate, 

not you! 

Plus, sign up today and we could win a £400 donation. 

https://join.easyfundraising.org.uk/wistastonchurchlaneacademy/c9kbjl/c2s/AEWwwwVJ/CE

076/facebook/ 

School Lottery 

Check out this month’s ‘Your School Lottery’ Super Draw Prize. 

https://join.easyfundraising.org.uk/wistastonchurchlaneacademy/c9kbjl/c2s/AEWwwwVJ/CE076/facebook/
https://join.easyfundraising.org.uk/wistastonchurchlaneacademy/c9kbjl/c2s/AEWwwwVJ/CE076/facebook/


 

If you’re not yet involved in our school lottery, and want the chance to win £25k every week, 

why not join today? 

Head over to www.yourschoollottery.co.uk  and search for Wistaston Church Lane Academy. 

Please find further details below: 

 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http:%2F%2Fwww.yourschoollottery.co.uk%2F&data=05|02|admin%40wistaston.cheshire.sch.uk|1db3ed4bd4634afa187f08de65826b4d|a8a557db58534eaaa759eb7581cb675c|0|0|639059808038163594|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D|0|||&sdata=OJ843%2FJhuoq55iVRzk9KmvM1Dz8ozto%2B%2Fcb6VLRkQwg%3D&reserved=0


Payment Due Dates 

KS2 Snack – Summer 1 – Payment OVERDUE 

Cygnets & Reception Dino Day – Payment by 21/05/26 

Year 6 (Current Year 5) London Residential – 4th Payment due by 31/05/26 

Year 4 Mayan Workshop – Payment due by 10/06/26 

Year 3 Portals to the Past Egyptian Workshop – Payment due by 17/06/26 

Year 5 Primary College – Payment due by 19/06/26 

Year 6 (Current Year 5) London Residential – Final Balance due by 03/07/26 

Year 4 (Current Year 3) Whitemoor Lakes – Deposit due by 03/07/26 

Year 4 (Current Year 3) Whitemoor Lakes – Final Balance due by 16/10/26 
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