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We would like to extend a huge thank you to the Friends of WCLA for their generous support 

in purchasing a brand-new bike and scooter rack for the front of the school. We are hoping 

to have it installed over the half-term break so that it is ready for the children to use when 

they return. While bikes and scooters are left on site at the owner ’s responsibility, we are 

very excited to see more children scooting and cycling to school as the weather improves. 

Thank you again to the Friends of WCLA for continuing to support and enhance our school 

community. 

Kind regards 

Mrs Elsley 

Principal 

Useful Dates for Diary 

Further details are shared nearer to the time. 

Any new dates added to this will be highlighted in green. 

Important dates can also be found on the School Calendar at: 

https://www.wclacademy.co.uk/calendar 

https://www.wclacademy.co.uk/calendar


 

 



Week Commencing 1st June will be WEEK 1 of our NEW menu for 

lunches 

Please see below our new menus which start when we return after half term on 1st June.  

 



 



 

What’s New! 

Weekly Digital Safety Spotlight 

 

OuRRSay Squad Update - 21st May 

This week, the OuRRSay Squad continued exploring Belonging through peer support and 

student leadership. Pupils shared a range of roles they would like to see in school, including 

Dinner Hall Monitors, Eco Warriors, Reading Buddies, Mental Health Champions (with 

support extended to Infants), Playground Leaders and Buddies, and Litter Pickers. The group 

also discussed leadership roles and voted for Team Captains instead of Head Boy/Head Girl, 

as they felt this was a fairer approach. Next week, pupils will consider what else school could 

do to help everyone feel valued and that they truly belong. This work supports CRC Article 

12 (children’s right to be heard) and Article 15 (children’s right to take part in groups and 

community life). 



 

Half Term 

School will close for half term after the normal school day today (Friday 22nd May) and will 

reopen as usual on Monday 1st June. We hope everyone has a good half term. 

Safe Parking 

Local Area - To ensure the safety of all, please be considerate when parking close to school 

for drop-offs and collection. Cheshire Constabulary continue to support school and local 

residents and you should have received a letter by email this week from Cheshire 

Constabulary about parking on Kings Drive. 

School Car Park – If using the school car park, we kindly ask that cars are parked in marked 

bays so that they do not cause an obstruction. We also ask that cars are not left running 

whilst dropping off or collecting pupils. 

Your ongoing cooperation is much appreciated. 

KS2 Morning Snack 

Snack for next half term (Summer 2) is now available on Arbor for payment and consent. If 

you would like your KS2 child to have toast during morning break, please ensure payment is 

made in advance. The cost is £5.50 per half term, and this will be checked daily. Next half 

term is Summer 2. The deadline for signing up for toast is Monday 1st June. Please be aware 

that toast will only be provided for children whose consent is recorded on Arbor. 

Coats 

We kindly ask that all children come to school with a coat in case of inclement weather. 

Please ensure coats are clearly named. Thank you. 

School Uniform Early Bird Offer 

Please see below details of an early bird offer from Smart Uniform valid for any orders 

placed next week Monday 25th – Sunday 31st May inclusive only). 



 

Child Safety Week 

Child Safety Week 2026 runs from Monday 1st to Sunday 7th June. Child Safety Week is the 

Child Accident Prevention Trust’s annual community education campaign, acting as a catalyst 

for thousands of safety conversations and activities UK-wide. Please see below a link to their 

information pack for parents: 

 

https://capt.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/Parents-pack-2026.pdf 

 

https://capt.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/Parents-pack-2026.pdf


Year 4 (Current Year 3) Whitemoor Lakes Residential Parents Meeting 

There will be an information about the Whitemoor Lakes trip scheduled for the next 

academic year for parents of current Year 3 pupils on Tuesday 2nd June. The meeting will 

take place in Year 3 classroom at 3:30pm. 

Year 5 Parents Assembly – Tuesday 2nd June 

Parents of Year 5 pupils are invited to their end of year assembly on Tuesday 2nd June. The 

assembly will start at 2:30pm. We kindly ask that pushchairs/prams are not taken into the 

hall due to space restrictions. 

Friends of WCLA Tuck Shop – Friday 5th June 

The Friends will be holding their monthly tuck shop after school on Friday 5th June. 

After-School Clubs – Summer Term 

All after school clubs will run weekly (term-time only) from the week beginning 20th April 

to the week ending 10th July unless otherwise stated. All after school clubs will end at 

4.15pm and children should be collected from the Junior Playground. Please be aware that 

the Year 6 Maths Booster Club has now finished. 

Pupils are expected to attend all sessions once enrolled for a club. If your child will not be 

attending a session, please inform school in advance of the session. 

Year 6 into 7 Transition Dates 

The transition days for Year 6 pupils moving up to Brine Leas in September are as follow: 

Wednesday 24th June & Thursday 25th June 

The transition days for Year 6 pupils moving up to Malbank in September are as follow: 

Tuesday 23rd June, Wednesday 24th June & Thursday 25th June 

The transition days for Year 6 pupils moving up to Shavington Academy in September are as 

follow: 

Tuesday 23rd June & Wednesday 24th June 

The transition days for Year 6 pupils moving up to St Thomas More in September are as 

follow: 

Tuesday 23rd June & Wednesday 24th June 

The transition days for Year 6 pupils moving up to The Oaks Academy in September are as 

follow: 

Tuesday 23rd June 



Swan Stars Payments & Bookings 

We kindly ask that all Swan Stars payments are paid in advance of sessions being taken. Ad 

hoc sessions are due at the time of booking however far in advance this may be. Contracted 

sessions will be invoiced each month. Please be aware that late payments may result in 

additional fees or cancellation of sessions. If you have any queries or issues with payments, 

please contact the school office at the earliest opportunity. 

Please ensure that all bookings are made for the correct club (Cygnets, Infants or Juniors) to 

avoid any sessions having to be cancelled. 

Please be aware that contract requests for September 2026 will be reviewed on Monday 

29th June and remaining places will then be available to book on an ad hoc basis from 

9am Tuesday 30th June. All existing contracts will carry over unless you advise otherwise 

(4 weeks’ notice is required for any amendments/cancellations) and here children are 

moving key stage (e.g. Cygnets to Infants or Infants to Junior) this will be actioned by 

school. All bookings/new contracts will be allocated on a first-come, first-served basis. 

Year 2 Football Festival 

Please be aware that the event scheduled for 5th March has been rescheduled to Thursday 

11th June. 

Infection Control 

There has been a reported cases of chickenpox in EYFS, KS1 and KS2. Please see the link 

below for information about symptoms to look out for and treatment: 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/chickenpox/ 

For NHS-recommended advice on common childhood illnesses and guidance on when your 

child should stay off school, visit Patient.info. 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/chickenpox/
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https:%2F%2Fr.send.patient.info%2Fmk%2Fcl%2Ff%2Fsh%2FWCPzyXJTZ6uvdqzEy74qUvLGlMbzUS2D%2FkzAKhT7Ynxm8&data=05|02|admin%40wistaston.cheshire.sch.uk|1a5026514c614184fc7208ddf50e90f5|a8a557db58534eaaa759eb7581cb675c|0|0|638936167366391040|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D|80000|||&sdata=VPRFgP7%2Fuw36GY%2FJx5NqyeGfMqrhcSjP0XLFTDSp3js%3D&reserved=0


 

 

Attendance & Fines for Unauthorised Absence 

We are working closely with our Education Welfare Office to improve our attendance and 

prevent children’s attendance from falling below 95%. Children with attendance below 90% 

are classed as persistent absentees. We are contacting parents by letter if we are worried 

that a child’s attendance is becoming close to 90%. Please be assured that this is just a 

process and that we are here to support families as much as we can to improve attendance. 

If you wish to find out more, you may refer to the following: 

• Pupil Attendance and Registration Policy: https://www.wclacademy.co.uk/policies 

• Cheshire East School Attendance: www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/schools/school-

attendance/attendance-and-children-out-of-education.aspx 

https://www.wclacademy.co.uk/policies
https://www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/schools/school-attendance/attendance-and-children-out-of-education.aspx
https://www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/schools/school-attendance/attendance-and-children-out-of-education.aspx


• Department for Education: 

https://www.gov.uk/school-attendance-absence/overview 

If your child is going to be absent due to a medical appointment, please inform the school 

office (By telephone, email or via the school website) and show confirmation of the 

appointment (This can be by letter, text, appointment card or email). 

If your child is going to be absent due to illness, please inform the school office (By 

telephone, email or via the school website) each day and give as much detail as possible 

regarding their symptoms/diagnosis for their attendance records. 

If your child is going to be absent for any other reason (e.g. holiday, wedding, non-medical 

appointment), please complete a Leave of Absence Request Form at your earliest possible 

opportunity and attach any relevant supporting information that you wish to be taken into 

consideration. You should be aware that if your child is taken out of school and the reasons 

are not classed as exceptional, the absence will be recorded as unauthorised. Any appeal 

should be made prior to the end of the period of absence before an FPN is issued. 

The law requires all children between the ages of 5 and 16 to be in full time education. 

Under Section 7 of the Education Act 1996 it is the duty of the parent/carer of a child of 

compulsory school age to ensure that they attend school regularly. 

A new National Framework for Penalty Notices came into force on 19th August 2024. As a 

result of these changes, absences will be tracked over a rolling 3 year period and penalty 

notices will be issued for the following: 

•   Term time leave of 5 or more consecutive days 

•   10 sessions of unauthorised leave in a rolling 10 week period 

Please note that penalty notices may also be issued before the threshold is met where it 

appears parents are deliberately avoiding the national threshold by taking several term time 

holidays of less than 5 days. 

Penalty notices will continue to be issued per parent per child as follows: 

•   First Offence – For term time leave or irregular school attendance; Charged at £160 per 

parent, per child if paid within 28 days, reducing to £80 per parent, per child if paid within 

21 days. 

•   Second Offence – Where a second notice is issued within 3 years of the first penalty 

notice for either term time leave or irregular attendance, this will be charged at £160 if paid 

within 28 days. 

•   Third Offence – If a third offence occurs within 3 years of the first penalty notice, a 

penalty notice will not be issued but the case may proceed to Parental Prosecution under 

the Single Justice Procedure. If found guilty of the offence of ‘Failure to send a child to 

https://www.gov.uk/school-attendance-absence/overview


school’, the Magistrate can impose a fine up to £1000 or legal proceedings under Section 

444 (1a) can include a fine of up to £2500. 

Please be aware that these changes are national changes and all penalty notices will be 

issued by Cheshire East Council. The school does not benefit financially in any way from 

any fines issued. 

Willaston Pre-School Summer Holiday Club 

Please see below for details of a new local holiday club for children aged 2 years and over. It 

will be open 7:30-5:30 from 10th August for 3 weeks: 

 

Visyon Parent/Carer Webinars & Peer Support Group 

Visyon now offer free online parent / carer webinars covering a range of topics. Please see 

the website for further information and to book. 

Parent webinars | visyon 

SEND Support for Parents 

Please see below for further details of upcoming SEND Drop Ins: 

 

Educational Psychology Team Connected Conversation Appointments 

Please see below for details of appointments offered by the Educational Pyschology Service: 

https://www.visyon.org.uk/parentwebinars


 

Arbor Information & Consents 

To ensure school has up-to-date contact information in case of an emergency, please check 

your child’s Arbor account and inform school immediately by email of any changes or errors. 

Please also ensure that all consents (e.g. Local Area Visits, photographs, walking home, 

mobile phones, etc) are up to date and contact the school office if you have any issues. 

Thank you. 

Easyfundraising 

A huge thank you to everyone who is supporting us for free on #easyfundraising. We have 

just received the latest total. Your continued support means the world to us! 

 

If you've not signed up yet, please sign up to easyfundraising and when you shop online with 

your favourite retailers, they’ll donate to us. 



It's free and your shopping won't cost you any extra - the retailers you shop with will donate, 

not you! 

Plus, sign up today and we could win a £400 donation. 

https://join.easyfundraising.org.uk/wistastonchurchlaneacademy/c9kbjl/c2s/AEWwwwVJ/CE

076/facebook/ 

School Lottery 

Check out this month’s ‘Your School Lottery’ Super Draw Prize. 

 

If you’re not yet involved in our school lottery, and want the chance to win £25k every week, 

why not join today? 

Head over to www.yourschoollottery.co.uk  and search for Wistaston Church Lane Academy. 

Please find further details below: 

https://join.easyfundraising.org.uk/wistastonchurchlaneacademy/c9kbjl/c2s/AEWwwwVJ/CE076/facebook/
https://join.easyfundraising.org.uk/wistastonchurchlaneacademy/c9kbjl/c2s/AEWwwwVJ/CE076/facebook/
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http:%2F%2Fwww.yourschoollottery.co.uk%2F&data=05|02|admin%40wistaston.cheshire.sch.uk|1db3ed4bd4634afa187f08de65826b4d|a8a557db58534eaaa759eb7581cb675c|0|0|639059808038163594|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D|0|||&sdata=OJ843%2FJhuoq55iVRzk9KmvM1Dz8ozto%2B%2Fcb6VLRkQwg%3D&reserved=0


 

Payment Due Dates 

KS2 Snack – Summer 1 – Payment OVERDUE 

Cygnets & Reception Dino Day – Payment OVERDUE 

Year 6 (Current Year 5) London Residential – 4th Payment due by 31/05/26 

KS2 Snack – Summer 2 – Payment due by 01/06/26 

Year 4 Mayan Workshop – Payment due by 10/06/26 

Year 3 Portals to the Past Egyptian Workshop – Payment due by 17/06/26 

Year 5 Primary College – Payment due by 19/06/26 

Year 6 (Current Year 5) London Residential – Final Balance due by 03/07/26 

Year 4 (Current Year 3) Whitemoor Lakes – Deposit due by 03/07/26 

Year 4 (Current Year 3) Whitemoor Lakes – Final Balance due by 16/10/26 
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