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Wistaston Weekly 

Friday 18th September 2026 

Dear parents and carers, 

As we reach the end of our third week back at school, I would like to take a moment to say 

how incredibly proud I am of all of our children and how privileged I feel to lead such a 

special school. Our children have settled into the new school year brilliantly and continue to 

demonstrate the values that make our school such a special place. Every day, I am greeted 

by smiling faces, thoughtful conversations and children who are keen to share their 

achievements, ideas and days with me. Their politeness, kindness and consideration 

continue to shine through and my favourite thing is to be around school with our incredible 

children. 

I would also like to extend my gratitude to yourselves, wider family members and 

childminders, for the warm, positive interactions I have had with many of you over the past 

3 weeks. As you can probably tell, I love to talk and welcome the opportunity to do so at the 

school gates each morning. Strong partnerships between home and school are so important 

and I greatly appreciate the support, encouragement and trust you show in our school 

community. 

This week, we were delighted to welcome another local Headteacher into our school as well 

as the Primary Lead across The Learning Partnership Trust (our Trust). During the visit, time 

was spent around school and she was extremely complimentary about our children and staff. 

She was particularly impressed by the children’s excellent manners, positive behaviour and 

the calm, purposeful atmosphere throughout our school. It was wonderful to receive such 

positive feedback from someone visiting our school and I know the children will make you as 

proud as they make us. 

Over the coming weeks, I am looking to introduce a Headteacher ’s award. This is something 

the children and families in my previous school really liked. I will choose two children across 

school each week to receive the award. These will be children who might be demonstrating 

our school rules of being ready, respectful and safe or it could be for their manners, kindness 

or their work. 



As I am sure many of you can appreciate, the start of the school year is an exceptionally busy 

time. This is especially true due to me being new to role and learning all about our school, 

safeguarding, teaching and learning, children, families, staff, the wider community, and 

attendance amongst many other elements and I want to learn about it thoroughly in order 

to do the best job of leading I possibly can. It also means that I am currently having to attend 

many meetings whilst still trying to see our children as much as possible. If you have 

requested to speak with me either via telephone call, meeting or an email, please be aware 

that there may be a delay in me responding to you. Effective communication is key to 

running a school effectively and it is very important to me as a leader. 

To ensure that any queries or concerns are addressed as quickly, effectively or supportively 

as possible, in most cases, I would encourage you to contact your child's class teacher in the 

first instance. Your child’s class teacher is often best placed to provide prompt support and 

guidance. Thank you for your understanding, continued support and kindness. 

Please also see the information further down the newsletter for information regarding 

healthy snacks. 

I hope you all enjoy your weekend with your families and I am very much looking forward to 

another successful week ahead. 

Warm regards, 

Mrs Lees 

Headteacher 

Useful Dates for Diary 

Further details are shared nearer to the time. 

Any new dates added to this will be highlighted in green. 

Important dates can also be found on the School Calendar at: 

https://www.wclacademy.co.uk/calendar 

https://www.wclacademy.co.uk/calendar


 

Week Commencing 21st September will be WEEK 1 of our menu for 

lunches 

 

Look out for our special Census Day menu for Thursday 1st October in next week's 

newsletter! 

What’s New! 

Weekly Digital Safety Spotlight 

 

Social Media 

We kindly remind all parents to be mindful how they use social media platforms and group 

chats and to ensure that any posts are respectful and not used to air complaints, voice 



grievances, or discuss incidents involving the school, staff, parents, or students. Publicly 

airing concerns online rarely leads to a resolution and can inadvertently escalate 

misunderstandings. 

We take all parent feedback and concerns seriously. If you have a query or concern please 

bypass social media and address it with us directly: 

* Contact your child’s teacher via emailing or phoning the office. 

* Schedule a formal meeting through the main school office if a matter requires further 

discussion. 

A Look at Learning This Week 

This week, our Reception children have had great fun making their very own gingerbread 

men! The children enjoyed retelling the story of The Gingerbread Man and developing their 

creativity, teamwork and fine motor skills through this hands-on activity. We were incredibly 

proud of their enthusiasm and the wonderful gingerbread men they created! 

 

 

Monitoring 

As part of our ongoing commitment to high standards, senior leaders have been spending 

time in classrooms this week, speaking with children and looking through some writing 

books. We have been delighted by the effort, ambition and pride children are showing in 



their work and we are excited to see their learning progress throughout this year and 

beyond. 

Parent Guidelines 

Our Parent Guidelines have recently been reviewed. The updated document is now available 

on the school website at https://www.wclacademy.co.uk/policies and we kindly ask that all 

parents/carers take a few moments to read through the document. Thank you for your 

cooperation. 

Year 6 London Residential 

In preparation for the upcoming London Residential we kindly ask that school is notified if 

any pupils attending the trip will require any medication while they are away . To do this, we 

ask that the appropriate form (available from the School Office), prescribed or non-

prescribed, is completed in full and returned to school by Wednesday 23rd September latest. 

Please ensure that a separate form is completed for each medication. 

All medication should then be brought into school on Wednesday 30th September and 

handed to staff. All medication should be clearly named and in its original packaging 

(including the prescription where prescribed). We ask that medication is provided in a small 

named lidded box (e.g. Tupperware). 

Books! Books! Books! The Book Fair is Coming to Town!! 

We would love to welcome you to our annual Scholastic book fair, where you can browse 

through hundreds of books and hopefully support the school by purchasing one, or maybe 

two. 

There will be three bookcases with books for all age ranges on offer. Every class will have the 

opportunity to view the bookcases and write a wishlist of books they would like. Every book 

you purchase goes towards an amount of money donated by scholastic books, the more you 

spend the bigger the amount of free books we can purchase for the children. Your support 

means the world to us, so thank you in advance. 

The book fair will be held on Thursday 24th September to Tuesday 29th September 

3.20pm-4.10pm. Books will be for sale in the infant building with access through the 

reception office. Please note we are a cashless school so please do not be offended if we 

refuse cash on the day. Card payments can be made at the bookfair using either a card 

machine or a QR code which can be scanned using smartphones and payments will be made 

through Sage pay. The QR code can be used to order books at home using your wish list but 

please ensure your child brings in a list of the books they have ordered for us to distribute, 

as the books will not be sent out to you via Scholastic books. So, we do ask you to inform the 

class teachers asap if you do order online to ensure your books are retrieved from the 

bookcases before Monday 28th September as any books ordered after this date may need to 

be ordered and incur postage costs. 

https://www.wclacademy.co.uk/policies


FLUENZ 

Parents should receive communication directly from the team who are scheduled to come 

into school to administer the FLUENZ on Thursday 8th October. Please complete the consent 

via the link in the communication which is as below: 

https://www.manage-vaccinations-in-schools.nhs.uk/consents/KxVqNKTqui/flu/start. 

 

Primary and Secondary School Admission Applications Open 

Applications are now open for children starting primary school and transitioning to 

secondary school. Parents are strongly advised to apply for three preferences. Applications 

must be submitted to the child’s home local authority by: 

• 31 October 2026 for pupils moving up to High School in September 2027. 

• 15 January 2027 for pupils starting primary in September 2027. 

Parents still need to apply even if pupils have a brother or sister already at the school or the 

child is attending a nursery/preschool attached to the school. Some faith schools may also 

require parents and carers to submit a supplementary information form/confirmation of 

baptism. Further information about this will be available on the school’s website. 

Parents should consider how their child will travel to school when making preferences. 

Parents can find out about school transport at School transport. 

To apply online and for further information please go to Apply for September 2027 school 

place or call 0300 123 5012. 

https://www.manage-vaccinations-in-schools.nhs.uk/consents/KxVqNKTqui/flu/start
https://www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/schools/school_transport/school-transport.aspx
https://www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/schools/admissions/apply-for-september-2027-school-place.aspx
https://www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/schools/admissions/apply-for-september-2027-school-place.aspx


 

Oaks Academy Open Evening 

Please see below details of an open evening at the Oaks Academy. Bookings can be made at: 

https://bit.ly/TheOaksOpenEve26 

 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https:%2F%2Fbit.ly%2FTheOaksOpenEve26&data=05|02|admin%40wistaston.cheshire.sch.uk|df55c9b541614be879fd08decace3001|a8a557db58534eaaa759eb7581cb675c|0|0|639171184584262860|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D|40000|||&sdata=YCx5LiLBVQGWshbkfdlDUYgBB6%2BLyTafQzpfYyYOyk8%3D&reserved=0


 

Malbank Open Evening 

Please see below for details of an upcoming open evening at Malbank: 

 



Shavington Academy Open Evening 

Shavington will be holding their open evening on Thursday 1st October. They will also be 

offering school tours throughout October following the Open Evening, and all families are 

very welcome to attend. Details of the tour dates will be shared closer to the time. 

 

Healthy Snacks Reminder 

As part of our commitment to supporting healthy lifestyles, we would like to remind families 

that children who bring their own snack for morning break should only bring healthy snack 

options which could include: fresh fruit, vegetables or other nutritious choices. 

Please avoid sending crisps, chocolate, sweets, sugary snacks, fizzy drinks or other less 

healthy snacks, as these are not suitable for school snack times. Providing a healthy snack 

helps children maintain their energy levels, concentration and readiness for learning 

throughout the school day. 

Thank you for your support in helping us encourage positive habits and make healthy 

choices a normal part of school life. By working together, we can ensure that all children are 

ready to learn and thrive each day. 

Please see the link to the NHS below for heathy snack ideas at home. 

Healthier snacks - Food facts - Healthier Families - NHS 

Infection Control 

For NHS-recommended advice on common childhood illnesses and guidance on when your 

child should stay off school, visit Patient.info. 

https://www.nhs.uk/healthier-families/food-facts/healthier-snacks/
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https:%2F%2Fr.send.patient.info%2Fmk%2Fcl%2Ff%2Fsh%2FWCPzyXJTZ6uvdqzEy74qUvLGlMbzUS2D%2FkzAKhT7Ynxm8&data=05|02|admin%40wistaston.cheshire.sch.uk|1a5026514c614184fc7208ddf50e90f5|a8a557db58534eaaa759eb7581cb675c|0|0|638936167366391040|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D|80000|||&sdata=VPRFgP7%2Fuw36GY%2FJx5NqyeGfMqrhcSjP0XLFTDSp3js%3D&reserved=0


 

 



Connected Conversation Appointments - Educational Psychology Service 

 

SEND Advise Sessions 

Please see below for details of upcoming SEND advice sessions: 

 

Visyon Parent/Carer Webinars & Peer Support Group 

Visyon now offer free online parent / carer webinars covering a range of topics. Please see 

the website for further information and to book. 



Parent webinars | visyon 

Please see upcoming workshops for parent and carers below: 

• Parent/carer drop-in session : Wednesday 23 September 2026 

• Emotionally Based School Non-Attendance : Wednesday 23 September 2026 

• Sleep workshop : Wednesday 2 December 2026 

Easyfundraising 

A huge thank you to everyone who is supporting us for free on #easyfundraising. 

If you've not signed up yet, please sign up to easyfundraising and when you shop online with 

your favourite retailers, they’ll donate to us. 

It's free and your shopping won't cost you any extra - the retailers you shop with will donate, 

not you! 

https://join.easyfundraising.org.uk/wistastonchurchlaneacademy/c9kbjl/c2s/AEWwwwVJ/CE

076/facebook/ 

Supporters can also now raise instant donations when they buy gift cards through 

easyfundraising: 

 

 

 

 

School Lottery 

If you’re not yet involved in our school lottery, and want the chance to win £25k every week, 

why not join today? 

Head over to www.yourschoollottery.co.uk  and search for Wistaston Church Lane Academy. 

Please find further details below: 

https://www.visyon.org.uk/parentwebinars
https://join.easyfundraising.org.uk/wistastonchurchlaneacademy/c9kbjl/c2s/AEWwwwVJ/CE076/facebook/
https://join.easyfundraising.org.uk/wistastonchurchlaneacademy/c9kbjl/c2s/AEWwwwVJ/CE076/facebook/
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http:%2F%2Fwww.yourschoollottery.co.uk%2F&data=05|02|admin%40wistaston.cheshire.sch.uk|1db3ed4bd4634afa187f08de65826b4d|a8a557db58534eaaa759eb7581cb675c|0|0|639059808038163594|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D|0|||&sdata=OJ843%2FJhuoq55iVRzk9KmvM1Dz8ozto%2B%2Fcb6VLRkQwg%3D&reserved=0


 

Crewe Lyceum Production of Nativity 

We are pleased to announce that a number of WCLA pupils will be taking part in this year ’s 

Crewe Lyceum’s production of Nativity. Please see below for more details: 



 

Payment Due Dates 

KS2 Snack – Autumn 1 – Payment OVERDUE 

Year 4 Whitemoor Lakes – Final Balance due by 16/10/26 
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