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Now that we are over halfway through the first half of the Autumn Term, I would like to take 

the opportunity to thank you for your continued support. The term has been incredibly busy, 

with lots of exciting learning opportunities, enrichment activities and memorable 

experiences already taking place across the school. It has been wonderful to see our children 

settling so positively into the new academic year and embracing all that school life has to 

offer. 

We have been incredibly grateful for the positive feedback we have received so far this term. 

Whether this has been through conversations at the school gates or other forms of 

communication, it is always wonderful to hear your kind comments and to know that our 

families recognise the hard work and commitment of both myself and our dedicated staff 

team. Your support and encouragement make a real difference and are greatly appreciated. 

It has also been a real pleasure over the past few weeks to welcome prospective families 

into school and show them around our wonderful school. Our pupils continue to be fantastic 

ambassadors for our school, and I am always proud to showcase the caring and inclusive 

environment we work so hard to create. 

Another highlight of the term so far has been the successful introduction of our new whole-

school signal, "3, 2, 1 Team Ready", accompanied by raised hands to show that we are ready 

to listen. Staff and children have wholeheartedly embraced this change, and it has already 

had a very positive impact across the school. It has been wonderful to see children 

responding so positively and demonstrating our shared commitment to creating calm, 

focused and purposeful learning environments in every classroom. 

I would also like to thank parents and carers for signing their children up to our extra-

curricular clubs. Providing wider opportunities and supporting children's personal 

development is an important part of life at Wistaston Church Lane Academy. These 

experiences help children build confidence, develop new skills and discover new interests 

beyond the classroom. 



I would also like to thank parents and carers for continuing to follow our parent guidelines 

and procedures. The vast majority of families have been supportive of our parent guidelines 

and have worked in partnership with us throughout the term. This positive relationship 

helps us to maintain a safe, caring and welcoming environment where all children and 

families can thrive. Where questions, concerns or issues have arisen and have been 

communicated to class teachers, Key Stage Leaders or the school office, they have been 

addressed quickly and effectively. Thank you for continuing to work with us in this way. 

As a reminder, please be mindful when using parent WhatsApp groups. These groups can be 

a helpful way of sharing information, helping each other remember key dates and building 

connections between families; however, we ask that they are used respectfully. If you have 

any questions, concerns or queries relating to your child or school matters, please contact 

the school directly so that we can support you appropriately and ensure that accurate 

information is shared. 

Year 6 London Residential 

This week, our Year 6 children have been enjoying their much-anticipated residential visit to 

London. I would like to extend my sincere thanks to the team of staff who have given their 

time and energy to make this opportunity possible. 

Trips of this scale require an enormous amount of planning, organisation and preparation 

behind the scenes, and our staff have worked tirelessly to ensure every detail has been 

carefully considered. Their commitment has enabled our children to take part in an exciting, 

enriching and memorable experience, creating lifelong memories. We are incredibly grateful 

for everything they do and look forward to hearing all about the children's adventures on 

their return. 

Harvest Donations 

As we prepare for our Harvest celebrations, we are once again collecting donations to 

support Chance Changing Lives, helping local families and individuals facing hardship. 

We would be grateful for donations of non-perishable food items, toiletries and household 

essentials. Each class will have a collection box, and we hope to fill them all as we come 

together to support our local community. 

Please send donations into school by 16th October. Thank you for your kindness and 

generosity. 

Looking Ahead 

With only a few weeks remaining before half term, there is still plenty to look forward to 

across school. We are also looking forward to welcoming families into school for our 

upcoming Parent Evenings. These meetings provide a valuable opportunity to celebrate your 



child's achievements, discuss their progress and strengthen the partnership between home 

and school. 

I hope you all have a wonderful weekend. 

Mrs Lees 

Headteacher 

Useful Dates for Diary 

Further details are shared nearer to the time. 

Any new dates added to this will be highlighted in green. 

Important dates can also be found on the School Calendar at: 

https://www.wclacademy.co.uk/calendar 

 

https://www.wclacademy.co.uk/calendar


Week Commencing 5th October will be WEEK 3 of our menu for 

lunches 

 

What’s New! 

Weekly Digital Safety Spotlight 

 

Parents Evenings 

Parents evenings will take place on the following dates: 

EYFS/KS1 – Wednesday 14th & Thursday 15th October 

KS2 – Wednesday 21st & Thursday 22nd October 

Appointments will go live under Guardian Consultations on Arbor at 4pm on Sunday 4th 

October. Ten minute slots will be available between 15:40 and 18:00 on each day. We kindly 

ask that you tick the relevant boxes to indicate who will be attending. Bookings will close on 

Tuesday 13th for EYFS/KS1 and Tuesday 20th for KS2. 

Please note that for Year 2 Helsinki, bookings should be made under Mrs Culshaw. However, 

the meetings will be held with Mrs Halfpenny. 

Parents evening will be held in the KS1 hall.  Please use the Swan Stars door to enter and 

exit.  Children’s books will be available for you to look through prior to your appointment. To 

ensure you get the time you have booked please follow the bell system which signals the 

start and end of each appointment. 



FLUENZ 

Parents should have received communication directly from the team who are scheduled to 

come into school to administer the FLUENZ on Thursday 8th October. Please complete the 

consent via the link in the communication which is as below: 

https://www.manage-vaccinations-in-schools.nhs.uk/consents/KxVqNKTqui/flu/start. 

 

Governing Body 

If you would like to contribute to the strategic development of school, why not join our 

governing body as a parent representative? Our Chair of Governors would be pleased to 

discuss this opportunity with anyone who would like to get involved. There are 4 meetings 

per year (4-6pm in school). There are vacancies currently available and we would welcome 

expressions of interest via the school office. 

BBC 500 Words 

The BBC 500 Words competition is the UK's biggest children's story-writing competition for 

5-11 year-olds. This year’s theme is ‘write a story you would love to read’. We would love 

some of our children to take part and show off their wonderful writing skills! The 

competition opens for entries from Tuesday 29th September and closes at 9pm on Friday 

6th November. Entries should be submitted via the BBC 500 Words website: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/500-words. Good luck! 

 

The Friends of WCLA AGM 

This year’s AGM will take place in school on Monday 19 October at 2.15pm. Please see 

below the available positions that the Friends are hoping to fill: 

https://www.manage-vaccinations-in-schools.nhs.uk/consents/KxVqNKTqui/flu/start
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/500-words


Chair 

Vice Chair 

Treasurer 

Secretary 

Trustee 

Any support you can offer the Friends would be much appreciated as they are a significant 

part of our school community. All are welcome to attend the AGM. 

October Book Recommendations 

Get cosy this October with our selection of seasonal reads for EYFS, KS1 and KS2. From 

autumn adventures to spooky stories, we hope there’s a book here for everyone to enjoy! 

 

 

 

Skills and lifelong learning courses for parents 

The Cheshire East Skills and Lifelong Learning team are launching a new service for adult 

learning, aimed at parents. 



Free Skills and Lifelong Learning courses for parents aged 19+ are starting week commencing 

5th October 2026 at Family Hub venues across the Crewe area. New exciting opportunities 

are also coming soon to Oakenclough, Congleton and Macclesfield. Delivered by Cheshire 

East Skills Tutors, these friendly, supportive weekly sessions provide a chance to develop 

new skills, meet other parents and explore progression routes. Better still, Family Hub staff 

can look after the children while parents learn. 

For further information about courses, contact the Cheshire East Skills and Lifelong Learning 

team at: adultandfamilylearning@cheshireeast.gov.uk. 

Photo Permissions 

If you have not already confirmed consent for photographs on Arbor, we ask that you 

complete the following: 

• Assemblies, Concerts, Sports Day, School and Class Photograph's and Ad-hoc Events - 

September 2024 onwards 

• Educational and School Promotional Purposes (including individual and class 

photographs) - September 2024 onwards 

• Website and Social Media Image Consent - September 2024 onwards 

• Local newspapers and for their name to be published 

Please note that once consent is confirmed, this consent will apply throughout your child's 

time at Wistaston Church Lane Academy. If you wish to make any changes to this consent, 

please contact the school office. 

After School & Lunchtime Clubs – Autumn 2 

After school clubs for next half term are now live under Clubs on Arbor. All after school clubs 

will run weekly (term-time only) from the week beginning 3rd November to the week 

ending 13th December. All after school clubs will end at 4.15pm and children should be 

collected from the Junior Playground. 

If Arbor will not accept registration for a club, this indicates that the club is fully booked. If 

you would like your child to be added to the waiting list in case of cancellations , please 

email the school office. 

Please be aware that the safety of both pupils and staff is a priority and the expectations 

of being Ready, Respectful and Safe apply equally to the normal school day and extra-

curricular clubs. To ensure the safety of all, if staff consider a pupil’s behaviour during a 

club could negatively impact either themselves or others, their attendance of the club will 

be reviewed. 

mailto:adultandfamilylearning@cheshireeast.gov.uk


After school football clubs run by Crewe Alex will be available to book directly at Crewe 

Alexandra In The Community. Please be aware that their website is currently being updated 

but the clubs should shows under Events & Clubs soon. 

Visyon and Epic LAN Rocket League Gaming Day Event 

A Rocket League gaming day is being held at Visyon in Congleton. This is a free event for 

families to attend and enjoy with wellbeing advice and online safety support for families 

available. Please see the link below for more details: 

https://www.visyon.org.uk/events/gamingday 

Wear it Pink Day – Friday 23rd October 

We will be holding a Wear it Pink Day on Friday 23rd October in support of Breast Cancer 

now. Please see below for more details: 

 

Primary and Secondary School Admission Applications Open 

Applications are now open for children starting primary school and transitioning to 

secondary school. Parents are strongly advised to apply for three preferences. Applications 

must be submitted to the child’s home local authority by: 

• 31 October 2026 for pupils moving up to High School in September 2027. 

• 15 January 2027 for pupils starting primary in September 2027. 

Parents still need to apply even if pupils have a brother or sister already at the school or the 

child is attending a nursery/preschool attached to the school. Some faith schools may also 

require parents and carers to submit a supplementary information form/confirmation of 

baptism. Further information about this will be available on the school’s website. 

Parents should consider how their child will travel to school when making preferences. 

Parents can find out about school transport at School transport. 

https://crewealexandrainthecommunity.com/
https://crewealexandrainthecommunity.com/
https://www.visyon.org.uk/events/gamingday
https://www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/schools/school_transport/school-transport.aspx


To apply online and for further information please go to Apply for September 2027 school 

place or call 0300 123 5012. 

 

Infection Control 

Please be aware that there has been a reported verruca in KS2. Please see 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/warts-and-verrucas/ for symptoms and treatment. If your 

child is due to take part in swimming, please ensure an appropriate treatment is in place 

prior to the session. 

For NHS-recommended advice on common childhood illnesses and guidance on when your 

child should stay off school, visit Patient.info. 

https://www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/schools/admissions/apply-for-september-2027-school-place.aspx
https://www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/schools/admissions/apply-for-september-2027-school-place.aspx
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/warts-and-verrucas/
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https:%2F%2Fr.send.patient.info%2Fmk%2Fcl%2Ff%2Fsh%2FWCPzyXJTZ6uvdqzEy74qUvLGlMbzUS2D%2FkzAKhT7Ynxm8&data=05|02|admin%40wistaston.cheshire.sch.uk|1a5026514c614184fc7208ddf50e90f5|a8a557db58534eaaa759eb7581cb675c|0|0|638936167366391040|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D|80000|||&sdata=VPRFgP7%2Fuw36GY%2FJx5NqyeGfMqrhcSjP0XLFTDSp3js%3D&reserved=0


 

 

Cheshire East Local Offer Parent Carer Coffee Mornings 

Please see below for upcoming dates: 



 

Connected Conversation Appointments - Educational Psychology Service 

 



SEND Advice Sessions 

Please see below for details of upcoming SEND advice sessions: 

 

Visyon Parent/Carer Webinars & Peer Support Group 

Visyon now offer free online parent / carer webinars covering a range of topics. Please see 

the website for further information and to book. 

Parent webinars | visyon 

Please see upcoming workshops for parent and carers below: 

• Parent/carer drop-in session : Wednesday 23 September 2026 

• Emotionally Based School Non-Attendance : Wednesday 23 September 2026 

• Sleep workshop : Wednesday 2 December 2026 

Easyfundraising 

A huge thank you to everyone who is supporting us for free on #easyfundraising. 

If you've not signed up yet, please sign up to easyfundraising and when you shop online 

with your favourite retailers, they’ll donate to us. 

It's free and your shopping won't cost you any extra - the retailers you shop with will 

donate, not you! 

https://join.easyfundraising.org.uk/wistastonchurchlaneacademy/c9kbjl/c2s/AEWwwwVJ/CE

076/facebook/ 

Supporters can also now raise instant donations when they buy gift cards through 

easyfundraising: 

https://www.visyon.org.uk/parentwebinars
https://join.easyfundraising.org.uk/wistastonchurchlaneacademy/c9kbjl/c2s/AEWwwwVJ/CE076/facebook/
https://join.easyfundraising.org.uk/wistastonchurchlaneacademy/c9kbjl/c2s/AEWwwwVJ/CE076/facebook/


 

School Lottery 

If you’re not yet involved in our school lottery, and want the chance to win £25k every week, 

why not join today? 

Head over to www.yourschoollottery.co.uk  and search for Wistaston Church Lane Academy. 

Please find further details below: 

 

Crewe Lyceum Production of Nativity 

We are pleased to announce that a number of WCLA pupils will be taking part in this year ’s 

Crewe Lyceum’s production of Nativity. Please see below for more details: 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http:%2F%2Fwww.yourschoollottery.co.uk%2F&data=05|02|admin%40wistaston.cheshire.sch.uk|1db3ed4bd4634afa187f08de65826b4d|a8a557db58534eaaa759eb7581cb675c|0|0|639059808038163594|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D|0|||&sdata=OJ843%2FJhuoq55iVRzk9KmvM1Dz8ozto%2B%2Fcb6VLRkQwg%3D&reserved=0


 

Payment Due Dates 

KS2 Snack – Autumn 1 – Payment OVERDUE 

Year 4 Whitemoor Lakes – Final Balance due by 16/10/26 
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