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Keeping Our Children Safe at WCLA Primary School 

At Wistaston Church Lane Academy the safety and well-being of all our pupils is always our 

highest priority. We take our responsibility to safeguard every child very seriously and 

continually review our procedures to ensure that our school remains a safe and secure 

environment for everyone. I would like to take this opportunity to share with you the ways in 

which we keep your children safe while they are in school. 

Our Commitment to Safeguarding 

Every member of staff receives regular safeguarding training, and we work closely with 

external agencies to ensure our policies and practices meet the highest standards. We also 

have a Designated Safeguarding team who are the first point of contact for anyone in our 

school community with a safeguarding concern (see https://wclacademy.co.uk/safeguarding) 

Fire Alarm (Evacuation Alarm) 

The fire alarm is used when we need to move everyone out of the school building quickly 

due to an emergency. All staff and children are familiar with our evacuation routine. 

When the alarm sounds, children leave their classroom via the nearest exit and go directly to 

their designated assembly point — either the front playground or the Brittles car park, 

depending on their location in the school. Pupils walk in a silent, straight line, and once 

assembled, staff take registers to ensure that all children, staff, and visitors are accounted for. 

If the alarm sounds at the end of the school day (as it did this week), we kindly ask parents 

to gather on the grass area by the KS2 climbing frame and allow teachers to guide the 

children safely to their assembly points. This helps us make sure everyone is quickly and 

calmly accounted for. As children are collected, we now sign them off the fire register to 

confirm they’ve left safely with the right adult. Although this might mean dismissal takes a 

little longer, it’s all part of making sure every child is safe and goes home with the correct 

grown-up. 

https://wclacademy.co.uk/safeguarding


Lockdown Procedures 

There are times when it is necessary to keep everyone safely inside the building. This is 

known as a lockdown and might be used in situations such as: 

• A reported incident or civil disturbance in the local community 

• An unidentified person on the school site 

• A warning about local air pollution or other environmental hazards 

• The presence of a dangerous animal nearby 

• An incident such as an aircraft landing on the school field 

There are two stages of lockdown: 

Partial lockdown - Staff and pupils remain inside the building, and all entrances and exits are 

locked and monitored. All staff are aware and on alert to be vigilant. In most cases, younger 

children and parents would be unaware that this is taking place though we would notify 

parents once the lockdown is over. 

Full lockdown - Everyone stays safely inside. Internal and external doors and windows are 

closed and locked, and staff and pupils remain seated, quiet, and out of view. In this 

situation, the school follows instructions from the Emergency Services, and parents are 

informed as soon as possible. During a full lockdown, no visitors (except emergency services) 

are permitted to enter, and parents are asked not to contact the school directly to keep 

communication lines open. Once the lockdown is lifted, parents would be informed. 

Primary schools are not advised to carry out full lockdown drills due to the children’s age. 

However, we do talk to children sensitively in assemblies and classrooms about how we keep 

safe and the importance of following adult instructions. It’s not our intention to make 

children anxious, but it is important that everyone understands what to do in any situation. 

In fact, our school site is extremely secure, and with our controlled access systems, we are 

effectively operating in a form of partial lockdown every day. 

Thank you for your continued cooperation and support in helping us maintain a safe, caring, 

and nurturing environment for all our children. If you have any questions, please don’t 

hesitate to come and speak to me 

Kind regards 

Mrs Elsley 

Principal 



Useful Dates for Diary 

Further details are shared nearer to the time. 

Any new dates added to this will be highlighted in green. 

Important dates can also be found on the School Calendar at: 

https://www.wclacademy.co.uk/calendar 

https://www.wclacademy.co.uk/calendar


 



Week Commencing 13th October will be WEEK 1 for lunches 

 

 

What’s New! 

Too Much Blue - Get a Review 

A new campaign has launched across Cheshire and Merseyside this autumn to help children 

and young people better manage their asthma. ‘Too Much Blue - Get a Review’, developed 

by Beyond, the Cheshire and Merseyside children and young people’s transformation 

programme, aims to encourage better self-management of asthma through a mix of 

education, practical tools, and community engagement. The animation at the heart of the 

campaign was co-produced with a group of local young people, parents and carers. Their 

ideas, voices, and experiences have helped to shape the animation, showing how self-

management can make a real difference to living well with asthma. 



For children and young people (aged 0-19) across Cheshire and Merseyside, there has been 

almost a 16% increase over the last two years in asthma attendances to A&E and there has 

been a nearly 2% increase in the number of A&E reattendances due to asthma. To find out 

more about the ‘Too Much Blue - Get a Review’ campaign, visit: 

www.cheshireandmerseyside.nhs.uk/TooMuchBlue. 

If your child has been prescribed an inhaler and you have not already done so, please 

complete new asthma forms for this academic year and ensure that your child has an inhaler 

(and completed Prescribed Medication Form) in school. Paper copies of the forms are 

available from the school office. It is vital that this information is kept up-to-date. 

 

Year 6 London Residential 

Please see this week’s Year 6 learning poster for details of the arrangements for both pupils 

attending the London residential as well as those that will be attending school as normal. 

EYFS Spooky Disco  

We’re excited to let you know that our Nursery and Reception children will be having a 

Spooky Disco Day on Thursday 16th October filled with fun Halloween-themed activities, 

crafts, and dancing! Children are invited to come to school in their Halloween costumes 

(please no masks or dangerous accessories) and do not need to wear their usual uniform on 

this day. In the afternoon, we’ll head to the KS2 hall for a disco with music, games, and lots 

of spooky fun! It’s a great way for the children to celebrate together and enjoy some 

seasonal creativity and movement. Pupils should be collected as normal at the end of the 

school day, 

Parents Evenings 

Parents evenings will take place on the following dates: 

EYFS/KS1 – Wednesday 15th & Thursday 16th October 

KS2 – Wednesday 22nd & Thursday 23rd October 

Appointments are now live under Guardian Consultations on Arbor. Ten minute slots will be 

available between 15:40 and 18:00 on each day. We kindly ask that you tick the relevant 

boxes to indicate who will be attending. Bookings will close on Tuesday 14th for EYFS/KS1 

and Tuesday 21st for KS2. 

http://www.cheshireandmerseyside.nhs.uk/TooMuchBlue


Parents evenings will be held in the KS1 hall.  Please use the Swan Stars door to enter and 

exit.  Children’s books will be available for you to look through prior to your appointment. To 

ensure you get the time you have booked please follow the bell system which signals the 

start and end of each appointment. 

Show Racism the Red Card Day 

On Friday 17th October, many schools across the country will be taking part in Show Racism 

the Red Card Day, where both staff and pupils are encouraged to wear an item of red 

clothing to show their support for anti-racism. We will be supporting this event and ask that 

all children wear a splash of red with their uniform—this could be a red t-shirt, red socks, or 

even red trousers—to show that we stand united in saying racism has no place in our school 

or our society. Through our teaching and everyday actions, we continue to challenge 

stereotypes and promote inclusivity. 

If you are interested in finding out more about the campaign, please visit 

https://www.theredcard.org/wear-red-day/ 

 

School Entry Screening for Reception Pupils 

Parents of Reception pupils should have received an e-questionnaire from WCHC NHS as a 

text. Please complete and submit the questionnaire without delay. 

If you DO NOT receive this questionnaire, please e-mail the School Health Team at 

wchc.southscreeners@nhs.net providing them with your most up-to-date mobile telephone 

number. 

Once the completed questionnaire has been received, a member of the school nursing team 

will review the questionnaire and may contact you to support you with any concerns you 

have highlighted. The information you share will be treated confidentially. 

During their first school year, your child will be offered screening for vision and hearing. You 

will be informed of the results once the School Health Team have carried out the screening 

and if necessary, your child will be referred for further assessment. If your child’s vision or 

hearing is found to be outside normal limits, this information will be shared with the class 

teacher to ensure that their education is not compromised.  Children with a PVP shunt 

should not undergo school entry hearing screening with headphones and should be referred 

directly to the local Audiology service for testing using inserts.  Please inform the School 

Health Team at wchc.southscreeners@nhs.net if your child has a PVP shunt in situ. 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https:%2F%2Fwww.theredcard.org%2Fwear-red-day&data=05|02|admin%40wistaston.cheshire.sch.uk|12b78df1bf4b4c95eda608de00c7963f|a8a557db58534eaaa759eb7581cb675c|0|0|638949054386642914|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D|0|||&sdata=h7%2Bja%2BhGER53oK8IB6y92VbNiVpNo77u4ijxW%2BfPcH8%3D&reserved=0
mailto:wchc.southscreeners@nhs.net
mailto:wchc.southscreeners@nhs.net


Please email the School Health Team at wchc.southscreeners@nhs.net  within the next 2 

weeks if you do not wish your child to be included in the vision and hearing screening 

programme. Please include your child’s name, date of birth, and the school they attend. If 

they do not hear from you, they will see your child in school to undertake their vision and 

hearing screen. Screening is due to take place in school on Wednesday 19th November. 

Shavington Academy Admissions Arrangements Consultation for 2027 - 2028 

Shavington Academy is consulting on its admissions arrangements for 2027 - 2028. The 

proposed change is a removal of one of their over-subscription criterion: 

4. Children attending AND living within the catchment area of a school designated as a 

partner primary school (Shavington Primary School, The Berkeley Academy, Weston Village 

Primary School, Wistaston Church Lane Academy and Wybunbury Delves C of E Aided 

Primary School). 

Comments on this proposed change are welcome, via admissions@shavington.academy 

The consultation will run until 3.00pm on Wednesday 19th November 2025. 

Educational Psychology Team Connected Conversation Appointments 

Please see below for details of appointments offered by the Educational Pyschology Service: 

 

SEND Support for Parents 

Do you think your child may have SEND and are not sure where to go or what to do? On 

behalf of the health visitor/school nursing services (Cheshire East), the session below is for 

parents of children & Young people seeking support, signposting and guidance with all SEND 

mailto:wchc.southscreeners@nhs.net
mailto:admissions@shavington.academy


related issues. It is aimed at helping parents understand why their child may be struggling 

and to offer ideas that may help. 

• 17 October 2025, 9:30am-11:30am at Disley Library and Community Centre 

 

Please see below for further details of upcoming SEND Drop Ins: 

 



Visyon Parent/Carer Webinars 

Visyon now offer free online parent / carer webinars covering a range of topics. Please see 

the website for further information and to book. 

Parent webinars | visyon 

After School Clubs – Autumn Term 2 

We are pleased to be offering various after school and lunch clubs for the Autumn term. Our 

aim is that these clubs will enrich your child’s learning and provide them with different 

experiences. 

If your child wishes to attend any of the clubs below, please go to your child’s Arbor account 

and choose the appropriate club for your child’s year group. After signing up, children will be 

expected to attend all sessions (for safeguarding reasons we need to keep a register). All 

clubs run by staff members are free. 

All after school clubs will run weekly (term-time only) from the week beginning 4th 

November to the week ending 12th December unless otherwise stated below. All after school 

clubs will end at 4.15pm and children should be collected from the Junior Playground. 

Where places are limited, we are operating on a 'first come, first served' basis. All clubs are 

now live on Arbor. We kindly ask that you initially book only one free after-school club for 

your child to ensure that everyone has a fair opportunity to take part in the clubs. If there are 

still places available on Sunday 2nd November, additional clubs may then be booked. Please 

note where clubs are already fully subscribed, you will be unable to complete your booking. 

Please email the school office if you wish for your child to be added to the waiting list for that 

club. 

Please note that due to staff absences we may need to cancel clubs at short notice. We will, 

of course, do our utmost to avoid this and to help where we can. Please consider that the 

notice period for cancelling places at Swan Stars is four weeks and that we are sending this 

letter out early to help you to make the necessary arrangements. 

Whilst we understand that some parents have expressed an interest in after school clubs run 

by external organisations, unfortunately, there is insufficient available hall space on the 

school site to accommodate this. 

https://www.visyon.org.uk/parentwebinars


 

Spare Clothes 

If you have any spare joggers, PE shorts or socks that you no longer need, any donations 

would be much appreciated. 

KS1 Lunchtime Hub 

We would be grateful for any donations of the following items for the KS1 Lunchtime Hub: 

• Small world toys (e.g. farm, zoo, dinosaurs, trains, cars) 

• Construction toys (e.g. Lego, Playmobil). 

Infection Control 

For NHS-recommended advice on common childhood illnesses and guidance on when your 

child should stay off school, visit Patient.info. 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https:%2F%2Fr.send.patient.info%2Fmk%2Fcl%2Ff%2Fsh%2FWCPzyXJTZ6uvdqzEy74qUvLGlMbzUS2D%2FkzAKhT7Ynxm8&data=05|02|admin%40wistaston.cheshire.sch.uk|1a5026514c614184fc7208ddf50e90f5|a8a557db58534eaaa759eb7581cb675c|0|0|638936167366391040|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D|80000|||&sdata=VPRFgP7%2Fuw36GY%2FJx5NqyeGfMqrhcSjP0XLFTDSp3js%3D&reserved=0


 

 

School Applications Timetable 

Please see below the timetable for school applications for Reception and Secondary places 

for September 2026. More information can be found at 

https://www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/schools/admissions/admissions.aspx. 

https://www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/schools/admissions/admissions.aspx


 

 

Best Start in Life Parent Hub 

As introduced in the recent letter from the Prime Minister, the Best Start in Life Hub can be 

found at https://www.beststartinlife.gov.uk/. The hub gives information about the support 

available to families. 

Upcoming Secondary School Open Days/Evenings 

Please see below details of upcoming open evenings/days: 

•   Shavington Academy - Tours on Tuesday 14th & Thursday 16th October at 9.15am. To 

book a tour, please contact bharrison@shavington.academy. Due to limited availability, 

They kindly ask that families who have already had the opportunity to visit on a previous 

tour refrain from booking again. 

https://www.beststartinlife.gov.uk/
mailto:bharrison@shavington.academy


•   The Oaks Academy - School tours on Tuesday 14th & Wednesday 15th October at 

9:15am 

 

•   Ruskin Community High School - Open mornings 9:30-11am on Friday 17th, Monday 

20th, Tuesday 21st, Wednesday 22nd and Thursday 23rd October 

 



Arbor Information & Consents 

To ensure school has up-to-date contact information in case of an emergency, please check 

your child’s Arbor account and inform school immediately by email of any changes or errors. 

Please also ensure that all consents (e.g. Local Area Visits, photographs, walking home, 

mobile phones, etc) are up to date and contact the school office if you have any issues. 

Thank you. 

Free Courses for Parents 

Aspire Education Academy are running Fully Funded (FREE) Education Support Courses for 

parents and carers starting on Monday 20th October. The courses are online only with live 

webinars and are available in Levels 1, 2 & Level 3 progression 

Level 1 

NCFE CACHE Level 1 Award in Preparing to Work in Schools 

NCFE CACHE Level 1 Award in Safeguarding in a Learning Environment 

NCFE CACHE Level 1 Certificate in Wellbeing 

Level 1 Occupational Studies for the Workplace 

Level 2 

·      NCFE CACHE Level 2 Certificate in Understanding Safeguarding & Prevent 

·      NCFE CACHE Level 2 Certificate in Understanding Challenging Behaviours 

· 

·      Level 3 

·      NCFE CACHE Level 3 Certificate in the Principles of Special Educational Needs 

· 

If you are interested please go to the 'Education Support Course' tab on their website: 

www.studysmartuk.online 

Courses run within school hours and ONLY in term time and not during half term/ end of 

term periods. 

No previous experience is required. All you need is access to the internet and a laptop or 

tablet. 

http://www.studysmartuk.online/


 

Easyfundraising 

Thank you to everyone who is supporting us for free on #easyfundraising. Your continued 

support means the world to us! If you've not signed up yet, please join today and you can 

raise free donations for Wistaston Church Lane Academy every time you shop online this 

year! Over 8,000 retailers like eBay, Argos, Marks and Spencer, John Lewis & Partners, Etsy, 

Tesco and Just Eat will donate at no extra cost to you. 

You can help increase Wistaston Church Lane Academy ’s entries into Easyfundraising’s 

giveaway to win 1 of 10 £100 donations – every new supporter who joins is an entry! 

Sign up before midnight 12th October, it’ll only take two minutes: 

https://join.easyfundraising.org.uk/wistastonchurchlaneacademy/c9kbjl/c2s/J1YccjD6/CE94

2/facebook/ 

School Lottery 

The Friends of WCLA would like to thank everyone who has purchased a lottery ticket since 

the start of term. We’re delighted to share that we now have an amazing 67 tickets entered 

into the weekly draw! Don’t miss your chance to win every week—and to be entered into 

the exciting super draw to win a £1,000 ALDI Gift Card. Simply visit 

https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/play and search for Wistaston Church Lane Academy. 

Every pound raised through our lottery helps enrich the learning environment and enhance 

the experiences of children at Church Lane. 

https://join.easyfundraising.org.uk/wistastonchurchlaneacademy/c9kbjl/c2s/J1YccjD6/CE942/facebook/
https://join.easyfundraising.org.uk/wistastonchurchlaneacademy/c9kbjl/c2s/J1YccjD6/CE942/facebook/
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https:%2F%2Fwww.yourschoollottery.co.uk%2Fplay&data=05|02|admin%40wistaston.cheshire.sch.uk|f2510a2cacd14bc8e59f08ddf48117d5|a8a557db58534eaaa759eb7581cb675c|0|0|638935557484696351|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D|0|||&sdata=cex%2F2pD5dc0mKIHFQhqTBvNn1zhSk20jW0pHsvDLXDw%3D&reserved=0


 

Payment Due Dates 

KS2 Snack Autumn 1 – Payment now due 

Year 4 (Current Year 3) Whitemoor Lakes FINAL BALANCE – Payment due by 17/10/2025 

Year 3 Sealife Manchester – Payment due by 31/10/2025 

Year 2 Nantwich Museum – Payment due by 31/10/2025 

Year 5 Tatton Park – Payment due by 03/11/2025 

Year 1 Explorers & Arctic Workshop – Payment due by 14/11/25 

Year 6 WWII Workshop – Payment due by 14/11/25 
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