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Wistaston Weekly 

Friday 16th October 2026 

Dear parents and carers, 

A huge thank you to all of our families who attended our EYFS and KS1 Parents' Evenings this 

week. These meetings provide a valuable opportunity for us to work together in supporting 

your child's learning, development and wellbeing. We greatly appreciate your continued 

engagement and the positive conversations that took place. It was wonderful to celebrate 

the children's achievements and discuss their next steps for learning. I would like to extend 

my thanks to families who came over, introduced themselves and talked to me throughout 

the evenings.  

Building on the wonderful support we already receive from our families, we would love to 

welcome more parents and carers to join our PTA Friends Fundraising Group. 

The Friends of WCLA play a vital role in raising additional funds that directly benefit our 

children, helping to provide enriching experiences, resources and opportunities that 

enhance school life. We understand that family and work commitments can make it difficult 

to attend every event, but even helping with just one or two activities throughout the year 

can make a real difference and would be greatly appreciated. 

There are lots of ways to get involved. If attending events is not always possible, support 

behind the scenes with planning, organising, preparing resources, wrapping gifts, sourcing 

raffle prizes or helping with event preparation is equally valuable and greatly appreciated. 

Every contribution, no matter how small, helps to make a difference for our children. 

The more people involved, the more we can achieve for our school community. If you would 

like to find out more about what it is like to be part of our PTA Friends Fundraising Group, 

please contact the school office. We would be delighted to tell you more and welcome you 

to the team. 

Thank you to all of you who have supported us to raise much needed funds for our school 

through Raffle Stack. There is more detail further down this week’s newsletter but please do 



consider scanning the QR code in order to purchase raffle tickets. We really do appreciate 

your support!                    

I hope everyone has a great last week of the first half term.   

Warm wishes, 

Mrs Lees  

Headteacher 

 

Useful Dates for Diary 

Further details are shared nearer to the time. 

Any new dates added to this will be highlighted in green. 

Important dates can also be found on the School Calendar at: 

https://www.wclacademy.co.uk/calendar 

https://www.wclacademy.co.uk/calendar


 

Week Commencing 19th October will be WEEK 2 of our menu for 

lunches 

 

What's New! 

Weekly Digital Safety Spotlight 

 



Packed Lunches & Snacks 

 

If you are sending your child with a packed lunch or healthy snack please be aware of the 

following: 

• We are a nut-free school. This means that no products that contain nuts (e.g. peanut 

butter) should be sent into school. This is vital to ensure the safety of anyone with a 

nut allergy on site. 

• To help prevent choking, we ask that small fruits such as grapes and sausages are 

always cut lengthwise into quarters to prevent choking hazards, as their round shape 

can block airways. 

Thank you for your kind cooperation. 

Car Parking 

It has been brought to our attention that some parents have been using the Brittle Car Park 

at drop off and pick up times. We would like to remind parents/carers that this is a private 

car park and should not be used unless visiting the Brittles itself. 

We kindly ask that parents/cares show consideration to both local residents and businesses 

when parking in the surrounding area for school and ensure that all vehicles are parked 

legally and safely. 

Thank you for your help in keeping everyone safe. 

The Friends of WCLA AGM 

This year’s AGM will take place in school on Monday 19 October at 2.15pm. Please see 

below the available positions that the Friends are hoping to fill: 

Chair 

Vice Chair 

Treasurer 

Secretary 

Trustee 



Any support you can offer the Friends would be much appreciated as they are a significant 

part of our school community. All are welcome to attend the AGM. 

Parents Evenings 

Parents evenings will take place on the following dates: 

KS2 – Wednesday 21st & Thursday 22nd October 

Appointments are now live under Guardian Consultations on Arbor. Ten minute slots will be 

available between 15:40 and 18:00 on each day. We kindly ask that you tick the relevant 

boxes to indicate who will be attending. Bookings will close on Tuesday Tuesday 20th for KS2. 

The technical issue that was preventing bookings for Year 5 has now been resolved. 

Apologies for any inconvenience that was caused. 

Parents evening will be held in the KS1 hall.  Please use the Swan Stars door to enter and 

exit.  Children’s books will be available for you to look through prior to your appointment. To 

ensure you get the time you have booked please follow the bell system which signals the 

start and end of each appointment. 

School Entry Screening - Reception  

Important information from the School Health Team regarding school entry screening for 

Reception aged children has been sent out to relevant parents by email.  

Reception parents should receive a screening questionnaire via text NEXT WEEK.  If parents 

do not receive a screening questionnaire by Wednesday of next week, please email the 

School Health Team directly at wchc.southscreeners@nhs.net to inform them. 

School is currently awaiting confirmation of the date of screening in school. We will notify 

parents as soon as the date is confirmed. 

EYFS Spooky Disco 🎃 

We’re excited to let you know that our Nursery and Reception children will be having a 

Spooky Disco Day on Tuesday 20th October filled with fun Halloween-themed activities, 

crafts, and dancing! Children are invited to come to school in their Halloween costumes 

(please no masks or dangerous accessories) and do not need to wear their usual uniform on 

this day. In the afternoon, we’ll head to the KS2 hall for a disco with music, games, and lots 

of spooky fun! It’s a great way for the children to celebrate together and enjoy some 

seasonal creativity and movement. Pupils should be collected as normal at the end of the 

school day, 

Promoting and Joining Our School 

 

Please help us spread the word to friends, family and neighbours who may have a child 

starting school in September 2027. We would be delighted to welcome prospective families 

mailto:wchc.southscreeners@nhs.net


on one of our school tours, where they can experience first-hand the warm, caring and 

ambitious environment we are so proud of. 

  

It has been a real pleasure showing new families around our school so far, and we have been 

overwhelmed by the positive comments we have received about our children, staff and 

learning environment. Hearing such positive feedback is always lovely and reflects the strong 

community spirit. 

  

We would also appreciate your support in promoting our incredible Nursery, where we 

currently have a few places available for this academic year. Our Nursery provides a 

nurturing, stimulating and engaging start to children's educational journey and is the perfect 

place for young learners to grow in confidence, curiosity and independence. 

  

Thank you for helping us share what makes our school such a special place. Your 

recommendations and support are invaluable, and we are always grateful when families 

encourage others to come and see all that our school has to offer. 

Academy Photography & Photo Permissions 

Academy Photography will be visiting school on Thursday 22nd October to take individual 

and sibling photographs. If you have not already confirmed consent for photographs on 

Arbor, we ask that you complete the following: 

• Assemblies, Concerts, Sports Day, School and Class Photograph's and Ad-hoc Events - 

September 2024 onwards 

• Educational and School Promotional Purposes (including individual and class 

photographs) - September 2024 onwards 

• Website and Social Media Image Consent - September 2024 onwards 

• Local newspapers and for their name to be published 

Please note that once consent is confirmed, this consent will apply throughout your child's 

time at Wistaston Church Lane Academy. If you wish to make any changes to this consent, 

please contact the school office. 

Pupils should wear full school uniform on photograph day. 



 

Wear it Pink Day - Friday 23rd October 

We will be holding a Wear it Pink Day on Friday 23rd October in support of Breast Cancer 

Now. Please see below for more details: 

 

Donations for Breast Cancer Now can be made using the following link: 

https://www.justgiving.com/page/wcla1 

https://www.justgiving.com/page/wcla1


Your support in raising money for this worthy cause is much appreciated. 

School Uniform Reminder 

We would like to remind parents and carers of the importance of ensuring that children 

attend school wearing the correct school uniform. This includes appropriate school shoes, 

with trainers only being worn for PE. 

Please also ensure that children do not wear nail varnish, gel nails, acrylic nails or make-up 

to school. Jewellery should be kept in line with our school uniform policy, and long hair 

should be tied back where appropriate. 

Thank you for your continued support in helping us maintain our high standards of 

presentation and ensuring that all children are ready for learning. 

Fundraising Raffle 

We’re pleased to let you know that our school is joining eight other local primary schools for 

a special fundraising raffle, with some fantastic prizes kindly donated for the campaign. 

There will be seven winners, each receiving two hospitality tickets in a private suite at Co-op 

Live, Manchester, for their choice of: 

Muse — Friday 13 November 2026 

Kasabian — Saturday 19 December 2026 

The hospitality prizes, which include premium seating, food and drinks, have a combined 

value of approximately £7,000 and have been donated in full. 

Most importantly, 80% of all paid online entries will be shared equally between the nine 

participating schools, helping raise money for equipment, opportunities and experiences for 

local children. 

The nine participating schools are: 

· Wistaston Church Lane Academy 

· Shavington Primary School 

· Leighton Academy 

· Wheelock Primary School 

· Black Firs Primary School 

· Daven Primary School 

· Castle Primary School 

· Dove Bank Primary School 

· Egerton Primary School 



We’re very grateful to Stephenson Browne Estate & Letting Agents, who are supporting the 

campaign with a generous £1,000 contribution towards our local schools. 

Tickets are £5 each, and the raffle closes on 7 November 2026. 

Enter the raffle here: win.rafflestack.co.uk 

If you would like to support the fundraiser, we would also really appreciate you sharing it 

with family, friends and colleagues. 

Thank you, as always, for supporting our school and our wider local school community, and 

good luck to everyone who enters. 

Entrants must be 18+. 80% of paid online entry sales are distributed to the participating 

schools and 20% is retained by Rafflestack to cover the platform, payment processing and 

administration. A free postal entry route is available, with full details on the raffle page. 

For more information, please see the attached flyer or https://youtu.be/p0zI0oPscmE 

 

Governing Body 

If you would like to contribute to the strategic development of school, why not join our 

governing body as a parent representative? Our Chair of Governors would be pleased to 

discus this opportunity with anyone who would like to get involved. Please contact the 

school office if you are interested. 

BBC 500 Words 

The BBC 500 Words competition is the UK's biggest children's story-writing competition for 

5-11 year-olds. This year’s theme is ‘write a story you would love to read’. We would love 

https://win.rafflestack.co.uk/
https://youtu.be/p0zI0oPscmE


some of our children to take part and show off their wonderful writing skills! The 

competition opens for entries from Tuesday 29th September and closes at 9pm on Friday 

6th November. Entries should be submitted via the BBC 500 Words website: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/500-words. Good luck! 

 

October Book Recommendations 

Get cosy this October with our selection of seasonal reads for EYFS, KS1 and KS2. From 

autumn adventures to spooky stories, we hope there’s a book here for everyone to enjoy! 

 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/500-words


After School & Lunchtime Clubs - Autumn 2 

After school clubs for next half term are now live under Clubs on Arbor. All after school clubs 

will run weekly (term-time only) from the week beginning 3rd November to the week 

ending 13th December. All after school clubs will end at 4.15pm and children should be 

collected from the Junior Playground. 

If Arbor will not accept registration for a club, this indicates that the club is fully booked. If 

you would like your child to be added to the waiting list in case of cancellations , please 

email the school office. 

Please be aware that the safety of both pupils and staff is a priority and the expectations 

of being Ready, Respectful and Safe apply equally to the normal school day and extra-

curricular clubs. To ensure the safety of all, if staff consider a pupil’s behaviour during a 

club could negatively impact either themselves or others, their attendance of the club will 

be reviewed. 

After school football clubs run by Crewe Alex are now available to book directly at Crewe 

Alexandra In The Community.  

Primary & Secondary School Admission Applications  

Applications are now open for children starting primary school and transitioning to 

secondary school. Parents are strongly advised to apply for three preferences. Applications 

must be submitted to the child’s home local authority by: 

• 31 October 2026 for pupils moving up to High School in September 2027. 

• 15 January 2027 for pupils starting primary in September 2027. 

Parents still need to apply even if pupils have a brother or sister already at the school or the 

child is attending a nursery/preschool attached to the school. Some faith schools may also 

require parents and carers to submit a supplementary information form/confirmation of 

baptism. Further information about this will be available on the school’s website. 

Parents should consider how their child will travel to school when making preferences. 

Parents can find out about school transport at School transport. 

To apply online and for further information please go to Apply for September 2027 school 

place or call 0300 123 5012. 

https://crewealexandrainthecommunity.com/
https://www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/schools/school_transport/school-transport.aspx
https://www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/schools/admissions/apply-for-september-2027-school-place.aspx


 

Infection Control 

For NHS-recommended advice on common childhood illnesses and guidance on when your 

child should stay off school, visit Patient.info. 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https:%2F%2Fr.send.patient.info%2Fmk%2Fcl%2Ff%2Fsh%2FWCPzyXJTZ6uvdqzEy74qUvLGlMbzUS2D%2FkzAKhT7Ynxm8&data=05|02|admin%40wistaston.cheshire.sch.uk|1a5026514c614184fc7208ddf50e90f5|a8a557db58534eaaa759eb7581cb675c|0|0|638936167366391040|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D|80000|||&sdata=VPRFgP7%2Fuw36GY%2FJx5NqyeGfMqrhcSjP0XLFTDSp3js%3D&reserved=0


 

 

Orbit Half-Term Multi-Sports Camp 

Please see below for details of a multi-sports camp that is being run over half term. Parents 

and carers can book online directly at: 

https://bookwhen.com/orbitsportscoaching 

https://bookwhen.com/orbitsportscoaching


 

Cheshire East Local Offer Parent Carer Coffee Mornings 

Please see below for upcoming dates: 

 



Connected Conversation Appointments - Educational Psychology Service 

 

SEND Advice Sessions 

Please see below for details of upcoming SEND advice sessions: 

 

Visyon and Epic LAN Rocket League Gaming Day Event 

A Rocket League gaming day is being held at Visyon in Congleton. This is a free event for 

families to attend and enjoy with wellbeing advice and online safety support for families 



available. Please see the link below for more details: 

https://www.visyon.org.uk/events/gamingday 

Visyon Parent/Carer Webinars & Peer Support Group 

Visyon now offer free online parent / carer webinars covering a range of topics. Please see 

the website for further information and to book. 

Parent webinars | visyon 

Please see upcoming workshops for parent and carers below: 

• Parent/carer drop-in session : Wednesday 23 September 2026 

• Emotionally Based School Non-Attendance : Wednesday 23 September 2026 

• Sleep workshop : Wednesday 2 December 2026 

Easyfundraising 

A huge thank you to everyone who is supporting us for free on #easyfundraising. 

If you've not signed up yet, please sign up to easyfundraising and when you shop online with 

your favourite retailers, they’ll donate to us. 

It's free and your shopping won't cost you any extra - the retailers you shop with will donate, 

not you! 

https://join.easyfundraising.org.uk/wistastonchurchlaneacademy/c9kbjl/c2s/AEWwwwVJ/CE

076/facebook/ 

Supporters can also now raise instant donations when they buy gift cards through 

easyfundraising: 

 

School Lottery 

If you’re not yet involved in our school lottery, and want the chance to win £25k every week, 

why not join today? 

Head over to www.yourschoollottery.co.uk  and search for Wistaston Church Lane Academy. 

Please find further details below: 

https://www.visyon.org.uk/events/gamingday
https://www.visyon.org.uk/parentwebinars
https://join.easyfundraising.org.uk/wistastonchurchlaneacademy/c9kbjl/c2s/AEWwwwVJ/CE076/facebook/
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http:%2F%2Fwww.yourschoollottery.co.uk%2F&data=05|02|admin%40wistaston.cheshire.sch.uk|1db3ed4bd4634afa187f08de65826b4d|a8a557db58534eaaa759eb7581cb675c|0|0|639059808038163594|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D|0|||&sdata=OJ843%2FJhuoq55iVRzk9KmvM1Dz8ozto%2B%2Fcb6VLRkQwg%3D&reserved=0


 

Crewe Lyceum Production of Nativity 

We are pleased to announce that a number of WCLA pupils will be taking part in this year ’s 

Crewe Lyceum’s production of Nativity. Please see below for more details: 



 

Payment Due Dates 

KS2 Snack – Autumn 1 – Payment OVERDUE 

Year 4 Whitemoor Lakes – Final Balance due by 16/10/26 

Year 5 Tatton Park – Payment due by 13/11/26 

Year 3 Sea Life Manchester – Payment due by 17/11/26 

Year 2 Nantwich Museum – Payment due by 25/11/26 
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