
Wistaston Weekly 

 

Week 9 

Friday 8th November 2024 

This week, our school community has been reflecting on the importance of remembrance 

through our special Remembrance Week. Using the story of The Christmas Truce, we learned 

about the spirit of peace and kindness shared by soldiers during World War I, even in the 

midst of conflict. 

Thank you to everyone who contributed to our Poppy Appeal; your generosity has helped us 

honour and support those affected by war. We will be marking Remembrance on Monday, 

11th November, with a special assembly to remember those who served and sacrificed. 

Kind regards 

Mrs Elsley 

Principal 

Useful Dates for Diary 

Further details are shared nearer to the time. 

Any new dates added to this will be highlighted in green. 

Important dates can also be found on the School Calendar at: 

https://www.wclacademy.co.uk/calendar 

https://www.wclacademy.co.uk/calendar


 

Week Commencing 11th November will be WEEK 2 for lunches 

Please note that from Tuesday 5th November, school dinners will be charged at £2.58 per 

day due to an increase from Mellors. This will affect Cygnets and KS2. Reception and KS1 

dinners continue to be funded 



 

What’s New! 

Anti-Bullying Week & Odd Socks Day 

Next week is Anti-Bullying Week and the theme is 'Choose Respect'. We will be discussing 

what respect is and how we can show it to each other and what to do if we see others not 

being respectful. We will have assemblies and take part in activities to support 'Choosing 

Respect'. 

On Tuesday 12th November we are inviting all the children to take part in Odd Socks Day. 

What is Odd Socks day? 

Odd Socks Day is designed to be fun! It’s an opportunity to encourage people to express 

themselves and celebrate their individuality and what makes us all unique!  

 

School Photographs 

Academy Photography have delivered some school photographs to school today. These will 

be distributed to children in each class. Please be aware that any late orders we received will 

follow in the next few weeks. 



KS2 Snack 

If you have children in years 3, 4, 5 & 6 and would like them to have snack each half term, 

please confirm consent and make payment via the Trips section on Arbor. Snack is charged at 

£5 per child for each half term. KS2 Snack is now live on Arbor for each half term of this 

academic year. 

Please note that from January 2025, snack will be charged at £5.10 per half term. 

Attendance & Fines for Unauthorised Absence 

We are working closely with our Education Welfare Office to improve our attendance and 

prevent children’s attendance from falling below 95%. Children with attendance below 90% 

are classed as persistent absentees. We are contacting parents by letter if we are worried 

that a child’s attendance is becoming close to 90%. Please be assured that this is just a 

process and that we are here to support families as much as we can to improve attendance. 

If you wish to find out more, you may refer to the following: 

• Pupil Attendance and Registration Policy: https://www.wclacademy.co.uk/policies 

• Cheshire East School Attendance: www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/schools/school-

attendance/attendance-and-children-out-of-education.aspx 

• Department for Education: https://www.gov.uk/school-attendance-

absence/overview 

If your child is going to be absent due to a medical appointment, please inform the school 

office and show confirmation of the appointment (This can be by letter, text, appointment 

card or email). 

If your child is going to be absent due to illness, please inform the school office and give as 

much detail as possible regarding their symptoms/diagnosis for their attendance records. 

If your child is going to be absent for any other reason (e.g. holiday, wedding, non-medical 

appointment), please complete a Leave of Absence Request Form at your earliest possible 

opportunity and attach any relevant supporting information that you wish to be taken into 

consideration. You should be aware that if your child is taken out of school and the reasons 

are not classed as exceptional, the absence will be recorded as unauthorised. Any appeal 

should be made prior to the end of the period of absence before an FPN is issued. 

The law requires all children between the ages of 5 and 16 to be in full time education. 

Under Section 7 of the Education Act 1996 it is the duty of the parent/carer of a child of 

compulsory school age to ensure that they attend school regularly. 

A new National Framework for Penalty Notices came into force on 19th August 2024. As a 

result of these changes, absences will be tracked over a rolling 3 year period and penalty 

notices will be issued for the following: 

https://www.wclacademy.co.uk/policies
https://www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/schools/school-attendance/attendance-and-children-out-of-education.aspx
https://www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/schools/school-attendance/attendance-and-children-out-of-education.aspx
https://www.gov.uk/school-attendance-absence/overview
https://www.gov.uk/school-attendance-absence/overview


•   Term time leave of 5 or more consecutive days 

•   10 sessions of unauthorised leave in a rolling 10 week period 

Please note that penalty notices may also be issued before the threshold is met where it 

appears parents are deliberately avoiding the national threshold by taking several term time 

holidays of less than 5 days. 

Penalty notices will continue to be issued per parent per child as follows: 

•   First Offence – For term time leave or irregular school attendance; Charged at £160 per 

parent, per child if paid within 28 days, reducing to £80 per parent, per child if paid within 

21 days. 

•   Second Offence – Where a second notice is issued within 3 years of the first penalty 

notice for either term time leave or irregular attendance, this will be charged at £160 if paid 

within 28 days. 

•   Third Offence – If a third offence occurs within 3 years of the first penalty notice, a 

penalty notice will not be issued but the case may proceed to Parental Prosecution under 

the Single Justice Procedure. If found guilty of the offence of ‘Failure to send a child to 

school’, the Magistrate can impose a fine up to £1000 or legal proceedings under Section 

444 (1a) can include a fine of up to £2500. 

Please be aware that these changes are national changes and all penalty notices will be 

issued by Cheshire East Council. The school does not benefit financially in any way from 

any fines issued. 

KS2 Swimming 

Our pop-up swimming pool has been installed on the school grounds (KS1 playground). The 

pool will be on site during November, offering students daily swimming lessons aimed at 

teaching vital water safety skills and improving swimming proficiency. The pool will not 

affect morning drop off or afternoon pick up. However, we kindly ask that you take extra 

care when walking around the area. 

As the swimming pool is on the playground. playtimes and lunchtime will be slightly 

different for the next couple of weeks with Years 1 and 2 utilising the KS2 playground for 

their breaks. At lunchtime, Years 1, 2 and 3 will play on the KS2 playground. Years 4, 5 and 6 

will be playing on the school field which though dry may in areas become slightly muddy (If 

you do not want your child's shoes to get muddy, please provide a spare pair that they can 

change into for lunch). Please note that at playtimes, KS2 remains unchanged as timings 

differ to KS1. Early Years (Cygnets and Reception) will not be affected by the pool. 

The primary focus of the swimming lessons will be on our Year 5 and Year 6 pupils. Each 

child in these year groups has been given a timetable, outlining when they will be swimming 

and on which days. During the lessons, the children will work towards demonstrating the 



ability to swim confidently, competently, and proficiently over a distance of 25 metres, as 

well as perform safe self-rescue in water-based situations. In the final week, we hope to 

allocate time for other students to access the pool and benefit from this unique opportunity 

as well. If this is something we are able to offer, we will be in touch to request consent closer 

to the time. 

Swimming is part of the national curriculum, and the school is pleased to provide this 

valuable resource for all students. However, we would greatly appreciate voluntary 

contributions from parents to help cover the costs. If you wish to contribute, you can do so 

through Arbor when giving consent for your child’s participation. Arbor is now open for year 

5 and year 6 consent and will close on Monday 4th November so that the timetables can be 

arranged in advance of lessons commencing. 

Please note that to use the pool, children must wear a swim cap. These are now available for 

purchase from the school at a cost of £3.05 (card payments only). These caps are 100% 

silicone. Alternatively, pupils are permitted to wear their own swim cap. 

School Lottery 

The Friends of Wistaston Church Lane Academy would like to say a huge thank you to 

everyone who has signed up to our school lottery over the last few weeks. As at 4th 

November 2024, our weekly prize amount is sitting as £16.20 - this is subject to change 

based on the number of tickets sold but will only increase if more people sign up! With only 

64 tickets in play at the moment, that’s a 1:64 chance of winning this amount each week, 

plus a bonus chance to win the new super draw prize (see image below). For further 

information on how to join our lottery and support our school, please visit: 

https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/wistaston-church-lane-

academy?utm_campaign=cause-page-social-share&utm_source=cause-

page&utm_medium=social&utm_content=Hyperlink 

 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https:%2F%2Fwww.yourschoollottery.co.uk%2Flottery%2Fschool%2Fwistaston-church-lane-academy%3Futm_campaign%3Dcause-page-social-share%26utm_source%3Dcause-page%26utm_medium%3Dsocial%26utm_content%3DHyperlink&data=05|02|admin%40wistaston.cheshire.sch.uk|b50c89876a2e43d9788508dcfcecd30c|a8a557db58534eaaa759eb7581cb675c|0|0|638663341312852585|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D|0|||&sdata=wbSHh6ZPrfAXc%2FamtQmPqVMIrLhUTvXh3OISa%2FuhW6s%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https:%2F%2Fwww.yourschoollottery.co.uk%2Flottery%2Fschool%2Fwistaston-church-lane-academy%3Futm_campaign%3Dcause-page-social-share%26utm_source%3Dcause-page%26utm_medium%3Dsocial%26utm_content%3DHyperlink&data=05|02|admin%40wistaston.cheshire.sch.uk|b50c89876a2e43d9788508dcfcecd30c|a8a557db58534eaaa759eb7581cb675c|0|0|638663341312852585|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D|0|||&sdata=wbSHh6ZPrfAXc%2FamtQmPqVMIrLhUTvXh3OISa%2FuhW6s%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https:%2F%2Fwww.yourschoollottery.co.uk%2Flottery%2Fschool%2Fwistaston-church-lane-academy%3Futm_campaign%3Dcause-page-social-share%26utm_source%3Dcause-page%26utm_medium%3Dsocial%26utm_content%3DHyperlink&data=05|02|admin%40wistaston.cheshire.sch.uk|b50c89876a2e43d9788508dcfcecd30c|a8a557db58534eaaa759eb7581cb675c|0|0|638663341312852585|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D|0|||&sdata=wbSHh6ZPrfAXc%2FamtQmPqVMIrLhUTvXh3OISa%2FuhW6s%3D&reserved=0


 

School Applications 

Please see below details of the application process for admissions to Reception in 

September 2025: Please be aware that primary school applications for current Cygnet 

pupils close on Wednesday 15th January 2025. 



 

Kawasaki Disease Awareness 

Cheshire Community Foundation is currently funding a project to raise awareness of 

Kawasaki Disease. Please see below for more details: 



 

After School Clubs – Autumn 2 

All teacher run after school clubs are running weekly (term-time only) from the week 

beginning 5th November to the week ending 13th December. All after school clubs will end 

at 4.15pm and children should be collected from the Junior Playground. 

As places are limited for many of the clubs, we kindly ask that you notify the school office 

if your child no longer requires their place so that it can be offered to others. 

Please see below for details of clubs that Sports Coaching Group are running this half term. 

These have to be booked directly through SCG at Wistaston Church Lane Primary School - 

Autumn Term 2 (Tue 5th Nov 2024 - Thu 19th Dec 2024) | Sports Coaching Group | Powered 

by ClassForKids. 

https://sports-coaching-group.classforkids.io/term/754
https://sports-coaching-group.classforkids.io/term/754
https://sports-coaching-group.classforkids.io/term/754


 

Cancer Research UK Christmas Fair 

 

Asda Cashpot for Schools 

Every time you shop with Asda Rewards from 2nd September to 30th November, Asda will 

donate 0.5% of your total spend to a primary school of your choice. Plus Asda will pop £1 

into the school’s Cashpot every time someone opts in. Please think of Wistaston Church 

Lane Academy if you are shopping at Asda. We appreciate your support. 



 

Payment Due Dates 

KS2 Snack Autumn 1 – Payment OVERDUE 

KS2 Snack Autumn 2 – Payment now due 

Year 4 Whitemoor Lakes – Final Balance OVERDUE 

Year 1 Arctic Workshop – Payment OVERDUE 

Year 6 Condover Hall – Deposit due by 01/12/24 

Year 3 Delamere Residential – Final Balance due by 06/12/24 

Year 4 Chester Deva Museum – Payment due by 13/12/24 

Year 6 Condover Hall – Final Balance due by 24/01/25 
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