
 

 
 

 

Family Support Offer 

Michelle Cookson 

This term we are fortunate to have a student 
undertaking her final year in her degree in 
Children, Schools and Families working in school. 

Michelle is going to be supporting us to enhance 
our family support offer and will be auditing need 
over the next few months. She has a wealth of 
experience supporting families. 

If you feel that you would benefit from a chat with 
Michelle, this can be provided by telephone, on 
Zoom or face to face in school.  

Some of the things we can help with are (but not 
limited to): 

 Form filling or information. 

 Signposting to other services. 

 Help and support to work with class 
staff to implement consistent 
behaviour and communication 
strategies across home and school. 

 Support you by organising a series of 
learning opportunities for you to 
understand the work we do in school. 

 Organising sessions in school for you 
to meet other parents. 

 A friendly, non-judgmental listening 
ear if you just want to chat. 
 

Michelle will also be attending some Annual 
Review and Short Breaks meetings where 
appropriate. 
 

If you would like to meet Michelle please call the 
school office to arrange. 
 
Berni Ashworth is running a Makaton training 
session for parents on Monday 7th February. 
Following this there will be an opportunity for 
parents to meet and have a coffee or tea. Michelle 
will be there to meet you that day. 
 
Commando Joes 
This week staff have taken part in training to 
deliver the Commando Joes programme: 
 
One of the main goals of the programme is to build 
the confidence of our students. The programme 
develops resilience through many activities, being 
part of a team, performing challenges or having a 
leadership role.  
 
Activities in class, will link to our themes. The 
children will develop their sense of adventure and 
increase their confidence and independence by 
taking part in new and unfamiliar activities. These 
transferable skills are vital as they become ready 
for the next stage of their learning. 
 
House Day 
28th January – Healthy Heart Day 
Students will be competing in their House Teams 
to walk as many steps as possible throughout the 
day. 
 
We will be raising funds for Isabelle Grundy that 
day and will be sending sponsorship forms home. 
Isabelle is a pupil of Anchorsholme Primary, who 
has just turned six. She was diagnosed in July with 
High Risk Stage Four Neuroblastoma - a rare type 

z 

Raising Aspirations to 
Support Independence and 
Lifelong Learning 
 
Theme this Term: Come Fly with Me: Arctic Circle 

 
 
 

Newsletter: 10th January 2022 



 

of cancer that affects mostly babies and young 
children. This means she has a 50 percent survival 
rate and of the 50 percent that survive 60 percent 
relapse and of them only five percent survive it. 
 
Her mum, Louisa Moss, 33, needs to raise £200,000 
to gain access to treatment in the USA that is not 
readily available in the UK. 
 
If you wish to donate to Isabelle’s fund please use 
the following link: 
 
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/isabell
egrundysstory 
 
Training 
Monday 7th February - 09:15  - Makaton 
We use Makaton signing in school with our 
students as well as lots of other communication 
strategies. Please come along to this 1 hr training 
session to support your communication at home.  
 
This will be followed by a 1 hr coffee morning at 
10:15 for you to meet other parents. 
 
You do not have to attend the Makaton training to 
attend the coffee morning. All parents/carers are 
welcome. 
 
Core Word of the Week 
In school we focus on a core word each week in 
our teaching and learning activities throughout the 
school day. We’d love you to join us in this by 
practicing our Core Word of the Week. 
 
The core word we will be using this week is “OPEN”  
 

 
 

 
 
Makaton Sign of the Week 
We have also recently introduced a Makaton sign 
of the week. Please practice these with your child 
at home. 
 
Our Makaton sign this week is Drink: 
 

 
Spotlight on Safeguarding 
Each week we highlight safeguarding terminology. 
These are always in the main reception area of 
school.  
 
This week’s phrase is Private Fostering: 
Arrangement whereby a child under the age of 16 
(or 18 if a child has a disability) is placed for 28 days 
or more in the care of someone who is not the 
child’s parent. 

https://www.blackpoolgazette.co.uk/topic/usa

