
 

 
 

 

Parental Engagement 

The term "parental engagement" is a broad one 
and covers many ways parents can get involved in 
their child's school life.  It includes: 

 What parents do at home to help their child 
succeed at school. 

 Supporting children to attend and learn at school 
every day. 

 Parents being involved in their child's school - 
attending parent evenings, responding to surveys, 
volunteering their time and talents, volunteering 
school or becoming a governor. 

We recognise that you as parents and carers are 
the experts on your child. The knowledge and 
understanding that you have about your child is 
key information that helps us to meet their needs.  
 
We are doing our best to ensure that we provide 
you with the means to contact us on a regular basis 
through Tapestry, SIMS, telephone or in person. 
 
We would like to offer you more opportunities to 
spend time in school and to learn some of the 
strategies that we use to support your child. We 
will be sending out a survey next week asking you 
what training you think we could offer that will 
help your child achieve their very individualised 
targets. 
 
Celebrations 
We love celebrating your child’s achievements and 
will be acknowledging some of them each week in 
this newsletter so that you can celebrate their hard 
work too. 
 

Star of the Week 
Teachers nominate one student per week for Star 
of the Week – These are usually WOW moments. 
 
Teachers will let you know via Tapestry if a student 
has achieved Star of the Week. Your child will also 
receive a certificate to take home. 
 
This week’s Stars of the Week are: 
 

Carly Aspden Jay Monkman for accepting 
small amounts of his drink at 
school.  
 

Aimee Green Archie Penny – For 
completing a range of 
independent tasks at the 
work station, joining in with 
classroom activities and 
initiating lots of interactions 
with adults and his peers.  
 

Carolyn Mills Harry Blackburn for sitting 
independently at lunch time 
and using his cutlery to eat 
without any prompts or 
support. 
 

Paul Davison Paris for using good 
communication to explain 
past, present and future 
events.  
 

Sandra Gilchrist Oliver B for accepting 
routines and changes to the 
timetable.  
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Hannah 
Macleod 

Jack Bell For excellent 
transitioning and walking in 
the community when out on 
his daily walk. 
 

Nicki Wynn Lydia Rowley for being 
helpful in class, for tidying 
toys away and helping friends 
with their coats – all without 
being asked.  
 

Natalie Cairns Maxwell Halsall for 
communicating his needs 
appropriately.  
 

Julie Charnock Courtney for building 
interesting sentences using 
colourful semantics.   
 

Joanne 
McConnell 

Liam Falkingham for joining 
in with our music lesson.  
 

Emma Craig Ryan Harding for following 
instructions both in class and 
out in the community. 
 

Kathryn 
Kershaw 

Tyler Wilson for Tyler Wilson 
– For following instructions 
and asking for the bathroom. 
 

 
Postcards Home 
Teachers will bring a student to Karen to show off 
a skill that a child has achieved. Karen will then 
send a postcard home to recognise that 
achievement. 
 
Headteacher’s Award 
Karen chooses someone from Star of the Week 
every half term who has worked exceptionally 
hard. These are awarded at the Headteacher’s 
assembly and parents are invited in if their child 
has received one. 
 
Pathway Certificates 
Each week Karen will choose a student from each 
pathway that receives a Pathway Certificate. These 

will be awarded to students for displaying a skill or 
attitude that Karen or Sarah have seen as they walk 
around school. 
 
The student then looks after the Pathway Mascot 
in school for the following week and receives a 
Pathway Certificate. This week they have been 
awarded to: 
 

 Noah Pablo for joining in class activities for 
a whole day. 

 Paris Atkinson for training the school dog 

 Lillyanna Condrea Ward for persevering 
with cleaning her teeth. 

 
Makaton Training 
 
Monday 7th February - 09:15 
We use Makaton signing in school with our 
students as well as lots of other communication 
strategies. Please come along to this 1 hr training 
session to support your communication at home.  
 
This will be followed by a 1 hr coffee morning at 
10:15 for you to meet other parents. 
 
You do not have to attend the Makaton training to 
attend the coffee morning. All parents/carers are 
welcome. 
 
Core Word of the Week 
In school we focus on a core word each week in 
our teaching and learning activities throughout the 
school day. We’d love you to join us in this by 
practicing our Core Word of the Week. 
 
The core word we will be using this week is “DO”  
 

 
 



 

  
 
Makaton Sign of the Week 
We have also recently introduced a Makaton sign 
of the week. Please practice these with your child 
at home. 
 
Our Makaton sign this week is TOILET: 
 

 
Spotlight on Safeguarding 
Each week we highlight safeguarding terminology. 
These are always in the main reception area of 
school.  
 
This week’s phrase is: Modern Slavery Human 
Trafficking 
 
The movement of a person from one place to 
another into conditions of exploitation, using 
deception, coercion, the abuse of power or the 
abuse of someone’s vulnerability 


