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25th February 2021 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
We are working towards opening to all students from Monday 8th March. We recognise that for some of 
you this may cause some anxiety and will work with you to determine the best approach for your child. 
Please contact me at school to discuss your child’s individual circumstances so that we can work together 
to ensure a smooth transition back to school for them. 
 
Start and finish times will stay the same as September 2020 to ensure time is set aside to deep clean and 
to enable groups of staff and students to stay in Bubbles.  
 

 Your child will be working with the same group of staff and students at all times when they are in 
school. This will be their “bubble”. Bubbles are defined as a group of people with whom you have 
close physical contact. 

 This is to ensure that should someone within that group contract the virus then it can be isolated. 

 Bubbles are likely to be a group of 2 or 3 classes who will share spaces and resources. 

 Each “bubble” will have its own break space for staff 

 Students will have their meals in their classrooms 

 Student bathrooms will be allocated to “bubbles” 
 

Medical Needs 

 There will be no medical staff on site, therefore we ask that you only send in medication that is 
usually administered in school.  

 
Free School Meal Vouchers 
From 8th March Free School Meal Vouchers for those students entitled to Free School Meals will only be 
available for those students who are Extremely Clinically Vulnerable and are shielding. These students will 
have received a letter confirming that they must shield until 31st March. 
 
Lateral Flow Testing – Senior and Post 16 Students Only (Students aged 12 and above) 
We have been advised that we can work with families to support them to assist their child to take part in 
lateral flow testing. The process is entirely voluntary and your child will still be able to attend school if you 
do not consent to them taking part. 
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Students will be testing 3 times on the school site and will then be provided with home test kits to test 
twice weekly after 15th March. 
 
We will be setting up a testing site in school next Monday 1st March, Thursday 4th March and Monday 8th 
March. Please complete this form if you wish to book a testing slot. Students and parents must attend all 
3 appointments. There will be staff on site to supervise you. 
 
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/567B7WR 
 
Lateral Flow Tests and Vaccines 
Staff in school have been taking part in lateral flow tests since our return in January. The large majority of 
our staff have already received their first vaccine and are due to receive their second vaccines mid April. 
 
Asymptomatic cases comprise up to a third of all coronavirus (COVID-19) cases, and rapidly identifying 
and containing them will help stop individuals who carry the infection unknowingly spreading it. Rapid 
testing using Lateral Flow Devices (LFD) support the identification of people who are infectious but do not 
have any coronavirus (COVID-19) symptoms. Those who test positive will then self-isolate, helping to 
reduce transmission of the virus. 
 
Rapid testing using Lateral Flow Devices (LFD)s will support the wider return to face-to face education by 
helping to identify people who are infectious but do not have any coronavirus (COVID-19) symptoms.  
 
The lateral flow devices used have received regulatory approval from the MHRA for self-use. 
 
I have attached a copy of a letter from our Head of Children’s Services, Phil Thomson.  
 
We look forward to seeing students back in school on 8th March. If you have any questions please contact 
me directly. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Karen Haworth 
Headteacher 
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Dear Parents/Carers 
 
Re: Return to school March 8th 
 
I’m sure most of you will have seen or heard about the government announcement for schools to fully 

reopen on the 8th March. Whilst I’m sure this is welcomed news for some, there will be some of you who 

are anxious about your child returning to school.  

 

Whilst the past 12 months have been tough for all of us, the demands of this pandemic have also brought 

out the very best in a great many people and I’m particularly in awe of the way you as parents, carers and 

guardians of children have risen to the unique challenges with which you have been faced. 

I would also take the opportunity to thank the teachers in our schools for their relentless pursuit of 

engaging, supporting and educating pupils in a variety of ways and really going over and above every day 

to ensure children receive the best education they can.  

 

I would also like to reassure you about the measures the Local Authority and Schools have taken to 

ensure your children can be safe in schools. Schools will be reviewing their Covid risk assessments and 

ensuring as much as possible that pupils can remain in their bubbles and socially distance. Staff in all four 

of the Special Schools have had the opportunity to be vaccinated against Covid and staff will continue to 

follow public health advice. Secondary aged pupils along with all school staff will be offered the 

opportunity to be tested on a regular basis and your child’s school will be in touch with you about how 

this will be facilitated. Testing of pupils is voluntary and there is not a requirement for your child to be 

tested for them to attend school.  

  

It is vital your child attends school to minimise, as far as possible, the longer-term impact of the pandemic 

on their education, wellbeing and wider development. The usual rules on school attendance will apply 

from the 8th March including:  

 

• Parents’ duty to secure their child’s regular attendance at school (where the child is a registered pupil at 

school, and they are of compulsory school age)  

• The ability to issue sanctions, including fixed penalty notices in line with local authorities’ codes of 

conduct 
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Pupils and students who are self-isolating because they are following public health advice should not 

attend school. Those pupils who are clinically extremely vulnerable (CEV) are also currently advised not to 

attend whilst shielding remains in place. Any pupils or students not attending their setting should receive 

remote education. 

 

Thank you for taking the time to read the letter and if you require any further help or advice about your 

child’s return to school please contact them directly. 

 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
 
Philip Thompson 
Head of Children’s Services- SEND & EYs 
 
 


