
 

                                                                                                                
Woodlands TRAIL: Together, Raising Aspirations for Independence and Lifelong – Learning 

 
 

 
Headteacher: Karen Haworth BA (Hons), PGCE, NPQH 
Whitegate Drive 
Blackpool 
Lancashire 
FY3 9HF   

 
Telephone:  01253 316722 
Email:   admin@woodlands.blackpool.sch.uk 
Website: www.woodlands.blackpool.sch.uk 

 
24th January 2022 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
Today we have 7 members of classroom staff off with Covid-19 as well as another 8 staff absent for other 
reasons. This equates to 18% of our class staff and has resulted in staffing levels being very low in some 
classes. 
 
Should staffing levels continue to decrease in the next few days we may have to close school to some 
classes. This decision will not be made lightly and we will give you as much notice as we possibly can. 
 
Public Health England did advise us that school cases were likely to peak in the next couple of weeks. We 
have been proactive and asked our casual staff to cover where possible. Due to the learning needs of our 
students we are rarely able to use agency staff in school as they don’t have the skills or experience needed in 
our setting. 
 
Families with a positive case need to follow individual guidance by Public Health England and return to 
school on the date they have been individually advised. 
 
Lateral Flow Tests 
It would be really helpful if you could test your child using a lateral flow test at least twice a week even if 
they have no symptoms.  
 
What to do if your child develops symptoms of COVID 19 
It is really important that you test your child If your child develops symptoms of COVID-19, you should 
organise for your child to be tested via the NHS online portal or by calling 119. Your household should isolate 
until you receive the test results giving the all clear. 
 
Symptoms of COVID 19 The most common symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) are recent onset of:  
 

• New continuous cough and/or  
• High temperature and/or 
• A loss of, or change in, normal sense of taste or smell (anosmia) 

 
For most people, coronavirus (COVID-19) will be a mild illness.  
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How to stop COVID-19 spreading  
There are things you can do to help reduce the risk of you and anyone you live with getting ill with COVID-19  
 

• Keep a safe distance (at least 2 metres) away from people you do not live with or who are not in 
your support bubble.  

• Reduce the time spent in crowded areas where it may be difficult to social distance  
• Wash your hands with soap and water often – do this for at least 20 seconds  
• Use hand sanitiser gel if soap and water are not available  
• Clean surfaces often, paying particular attention to surfaces touched often (e.g. light switches or 

electronic devises) • cover your mouth and nose with a tissue or your sleeve (not your hands) when 
you cough or sneeze. Dispose of tissues into a rubbish bag immediately and wash your hands.  

• Wear a face covering in indoor spaces where social distancing may be difficult.  
• Keep indoor spaces as well ventilated as possible – let the fresh air in, even if for a short period a 

day. 
 
Please contact me at school if you have any questions. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Karen Haworth  
Headteacher 
 
 


