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2nd September 2021 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
We are looking forward to seeing everyone back in school tomorrow. 
 
Covid-19 Procedures 
We have outlined the changes to national self isolation guidance at the end of this letter. We recognise 
that some of our students are unable to take PCR or lateral flow test. If this is the case then if your child has 
any symptoms of Covid-19 then please do not send them in to school until 10 days after their symptoms 
have started.  
 
Our school will be operating with reference to the ‘Schools COVID-19 Operational Guidance’ document 
recently published by the DfE. The following measures that most affect pupils and families from September 
2021 and are in line with current government guidelines: 
  

 The bubble system will end – pupils will have opportunities to mix with other classes and are no 
longer required to be kept in consistent bubbles. 

 We will revert to one lunchtime period for all classes. 
 No contact tracing by school will take place – this will be undertaken by the NHS Test and Trace and 

no self-isolation for children if contacted as a close contact. 
 The wearing for face coverings for staff will be voluntary within communal areas – can choose to 

wear a face mask. 

 The amended times for the beginning and end to the school day will finish. 

 Visits, events and visitors to school will be reintroduced. We ask that all visitors to school lateral 
flow test twice weekly in line with government guidance. 

 Staff are lateral flow testing twice a week. 

 We will continue to ask you to use hand sanitiser and wash your hands when on site. 
 
Class/Home Communication 
If you haven’t already done so please activate your Tapestry account so that your child’s class teacher can 
update you on your child’s day, send accident reports home and share observations with you. 
 
School Therapy Dog 
We are very excited to let you know that we have a new School Therapy Dog, Luca. He will be starting school 
next week once he has had his vaccines. Jessica, his owner, is a TA3 in school and is going to be working with 
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a local dog trainer to support his work in school. Look out on social media and on Tapestry for pictures of 
him in classes. He will be very much part of the school team! 
 
INSET 
Staff have spent the last 2 days preparing classes for the return of students and have taken part in Makaton 
and Team Teach training. 
 
Prizegiving  
As you are aware are leavers and prizegiving assembly was postponed at the end of the academic year. This 
will now be held next Friday 10th September at 10:00. All parents whose children have been awarded a 
prize will be invited in to school to attend. 
 
Garden Party 
We are also holding our garden party next Friday from 11:00 to 13:00. We have a musician in school and 
students are invited to wear their party clothes for the day. Students will eat their party food in their 
outdoor play areas. 
 
Building Work 
Over the Summer break Andy and Dave have worked hard to support contractors in school and to maintain 
equipment in classes and outdoor areas. 
 

 We have new Astro-turf on the Sensory play area  

 A wall dividing the 2 classes that were in the old Early Years area 

 A new fence and gate dividing the outdoor space in the old Early Years area 

 A false ceiling in Westbury classroom to reduce the noise levels 

 A new boiler at Westbury 
  
Letter from Paul Turner 
 
Safeguarding Procedures for the Start and End  of the School Day 
 
Start 08:50  
Finish 14:50 
 
I would appreciate your support to implement our safeguarding procedures for the beginning and end of 
the school day. As you know, parking is really limited on site. A number of parents have reported receiving 
parking tickets from the Health Centre.  If your child is not on school transport you may want to consider 
parking at Blackpool Sports Centre and bringing your child in to the school grounds from the rear of school. 
 
If you are parking on any school car park please be considerate of other users and keep in mind that 
parents and students will be walking around you.  
 
Westbury Site 
Parking on the Westbury site is also limited. Parents in cars should drop off and pick up in the rear car park. 
They should wait for the gates to open and then park up with their vehicle engines turned off for the safe 
movement of pupils.  
 
Those walking should wait outside the main front entrance. 
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Students will be picked up from buses or the front door in the morning at 08:50 a.m and in the afternoon at 
14:50 p.m 
 
If you are parking on the any school car park please be considerate of other users and keep in mind that 
parents and students will be walking around you.  
 
Main School Morning 
The gates to the rear transport road open at 8:30 a.m for Transport vehicles. Once all buses are parked and 
vehicles turned off then all gates will be opened for parents to bring their children on to the site at 08:50 
a.m. 
 
Main School Afternoon 
The gates to the rear transport road opens at 2:30 p.m for Transport vehicles. Once all buses are parked 
and vehicles turned off at 2:50 p.m all gates will be opened for parents to pick up their children from their 
class outdoor areas. 
 
Individual Classes 
 
Carolyn Mills and Aimee Green’s Classes 
 

 08:50 – Children who attend Aimee or Carolyn’s will enter school via the side entrance. Please bring 

your child to the side entrance foyer – They will be greeted by members of class staff at 08:50. 

 14:50 Aimee and Carolyn’s class staff will bring children to the foyer for pick up by parents/carers. 

Carly Aspden’s Class 

 08:50 Parents to wait outside the gate in the front car park. They will be greeted by class staff 

 14:50 Carly’s class staff will bring children to the gate for pick up by parents/carers. 

Main School Classes (Hannah Macleod, Nicola Wynn, Natalie Cairns, Sandra Gilchrist, Paul Davison, Julie 

Charnock) 

 08:50 - At 08:50 the pedestrian gates will be opened for you to take your children to their class 

gates at the rear of school, where they will be greeted by members of class staff.  

 14:50 - Parents may wait at the class gates to pick up their children. 

Joanne McConnell’s Class 

 08:50 – Joanne’s students will wait at the back door opposite the entrance to the class. A member 

of staff will greet them and take them to class. 

 14:50 – Please wait opposite the entrance to the class and a staff member will bring your child out. 

I am looking forward to seeing you in school over the coming months. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Karen Haworth 
Headteacher 
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CHANGES TO NATIONAL SELF-ISOLATION GUIDANCE 
 
From 16 August, the Government has said that people aged under 18 years and 6 months or who are fully 
vaccinated will no longer be legally required to isolate if they are a close contact of someone with COVID-
19. Instead, such people will be advised (but not legally required) to get a PCR test unless they have had a 
positive PCR test in the previous 90 days.  
 
Regardless of age or vaccination status, anyone who develops any of the three main COVID-19 symptoms 
(see below) must get a PCR test as soon as possible and isolate until the result is available. People who get 
a positive PCR test must continue to isolate as usual.  
 
Some likely scenarios are described below along with our advice: 
 
What should I do if my child develops COVID-19 symptoms? 
The main symptoms of COVID-19 are: 

 new continuous cough and/or 

 fever (temperature of 37.8°C or higher) 

 loss of or change in, normal sense of taste or smell (anosmia) 
 
If your child develops any of these symptoms, you must arrange for them to have a PCR test as soon as 
possible. A PCR test can be arranged via the NHS UK (www.nhs.uk) website or by contacting NHS 119 via 
telephone if you do not have internet access. 
 
Your child should self-isolate immediately and they should not attend school.  
 
Please contact the school by phone to inform us your child has COVID-19 symptoms and you are awaiting a 
COVID-19 test.  
 
What should I do if my child has COVID-19 confirmed by PCR test? 
Anyone with COVID-19 confirmed by PCR test should self-isolate until the latest of:  

 10 days after the onset of their symptoms, or 

 10 days after their test day if they are asymptomatic 
 

Self-isolation means your child should not go to school, attend any out of school activities or visit a friend’s 
house. They should not visit any public places, use public transport or go out to exercise. You should not 
have vistors into the home except for those providing essential care.  

Please contact the school by phone and inform us your child has COVID-19 confirmed by PCR test. It is 
really important you let us know if your child has confirmed COVID-19 so we can monitor the number of 
children with COVID-19 across the school.   
 
What should I do if my child is a contact of someone with COVID-19 confirmed by PCR test? 
 
If your child is aged under 18 years and 6 months and does not have any symptoms of COVID-19 (high 
temperature, new continuous cough, loss of or change in, normal sense of taste or smell) they do not have 
to self-isolate as a contact of COVID-19.  



                                                                                                                
Woodlands TRAIL: Together, Raising Aspirations for Independence and Lifelong – Learning 

 

 

 
They are advised to have a PCR test unless they have had a positive PCR test in the last 90 days.  
Children aged 5 and under are not advised to take a PCR test unless the confirmed case is someone in their 
own household. 
 
What should I do if my child has a positive result on a lateral flow device test? 
If your child has a positive result on a lateral flow device test, they should self-isolate immediately and you 
should arrange a PCR test as soon as possible. 
 
Other members of the household do not need to self-isolate whilst you await the PCR test result if they do 
not have symptoms and are aged under 18 years and 6 months or are fully vaccinated. 
 
What should I do if my child is unwell with signs of an infection but does not have symptoms of COVID-
19 
Your child should be excluded from school if they are unwell. If concerned you should seek advice from 
your GP or Pharmacist, they will be able to advise you how long your child should stay off school. 
Otherwise we would recommend exclusion for 48 hours or until the child is symptom free, whichever is 
longer. We are not currently advising that preschool children get a PCR test if they do not have the three 
main symptoms of COVID-19. 
 
Plans for COVID-19 testing in Secondary Schools 
All secondary school pupils (year 7 and above) should receive 2 on-site lateral flow device tests, 3 to 5 days 
apart, on their return in the autumn term. 
 
Secondary school pupils should then continue to test twice weekly at home until the end of September, when 
this will be reviewed. By ensuing your child correctly carries out the lateral flow tests, it will be easier to spot 
asymptomatic spread amongst pupils. A positive Lateral Flow Test should always be followed up with a PCR 
test and the person testing should isolate until the results are back. 

We will provide further details on whether testing will continue when we are made aware.  

Nursery and primary school pupils are not asked to test at this time 
 

 
 
 

ACCESSING COVID-19 TESTING IN BLACKPOOL 
Symptomatic testing and testing for close contacts  
PCR tests can be booked at any of the DHSC run sites that operate Monday – Sunday 8am – 
8pm on the gov.uk website https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test  
Testing Sites 
South Shore Car Park – Yeadon Way 
 
PCR tests for home delivery can also be ordered by calling 119.   

https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test

