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At Wootton Wawen C of E Primary School, we believe that every child deserves to nurture a love of
reading and writing, to be inspired to learn bravely, and to achieve with confidence and resilience.
We know that the ability to read and write independently is foundational—not only unlocking access
to the wider curriculum but also fostering self-belief and future opportunities.

Our approach to teaching these essential skills is rooted in nurturing children’s curiosity, inspiring
perseverance, and building courage to tackle challenges. We aim for all pupils to become confident,
fluent readers and effective writers who see themselves as purposeful and joyful learners. Through
accurate, systematic teaching that builds on phonics knowledge and develops mastery over time, we
support every child to progress with determination and success.

We recognise that learning to read and write is an act of courage and persistence, and we are
committed to empowering all children to achieve their best and to see reading as both a crucial life
skill and a lifelong pleasure.

Intent

At Wootton Wawen C of E Primary School CE Primary School we are proud to offer the pupils a
text rich learning environment where we foster the habit of reading so that children develop a
life-long love of reading. We aim for all pupils to develop a positive relationship with reading and
use Read, Write Inc (RWI) to begin this journey. This a systematic and synthetic phonics
programme supports the teaching of phonics, reading, spelling and writing throughout
Reception and Key Stage 1 (KS1).

We want all pupils to begin their journey to read with confidence, develop a love of reading and
apply their skills competently to writing.

We aim to ensure that all pupils:

- Decode letter-sound correspondences quickly and effortlessly, using their phonic
knowledge and skills

- Read common exception words on sight (words that are not easily decodable —
these can be found in Appendix 1)

- Are confident in reading challenging words from their spelling ‘Word Lists’ (from the
National Curriculum for Spelling, see Appendix 2)

- Understand what they read

- Read aloud with fluency and expression

- Write confidently, with a strong focus on vocabulary and grammar

- Spell quickly and easily by segmenting the sounds in words

- Learn letter formation and handwriting skills.
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Implementation

The RWI programme is designed to create fluent readers and at Wootton Wawen C of E Primary
School CE Primary we aim to create fluent readers, confident speakers and willing writers.

The RWI programme is delivered to:
e Pupils in EYFS to Year 2 who are learning to read and write
¢ Any pupils in Years 2, 3 and 4 who need to catch up rapidly

We group pupils homogeneously, according to their progress in reading. We make sure that
pupils read words/ books that are closely matched to their rising knowledge of phonics and the
common exception words. This is so that, early on, they experience success and gain confidence
that they are readers. Re-reading and discussing these books with the teacher supports their
increasingly fluent decoding.

Embedding the alphabetic code early on means that pupils quickly learn to write simple words
and sentences. Pupils write at the level of their spelling knowledge using ‘Fred fingers’. Daily, we
encourage them to compose each sentence aloud until they are confident to write
independently. The RWI approach is taught considering the 5 Ps:

Praise — Children learn quickly in a positive climate.
Pace — A good pace is the key to each session to ensure all children are engaged and on task.
Purpose - Every part of the lesson has a specific purpose.

Passion —It is the energy, enthusiasm and passion that teachers put into the lesson that bring the
teaching and learning to life!

Participation — A strong feature of RWI lessons is partner work and the partners ‘teaching’ each
other.

Phonics lessons

Reception and Key Stage 1 children are taught daily. In the first four weeks of Reception,
children are taught the initial sounds (Set 1 Speed Sounds) in class groups. Children receive daily
phonics teaching in groups using the structured speed sounds lesson plan. Children who need
further practice have 1:1 intervention time within Continuous Provision to support them with
speed sound recognition and blending. It is our aim that all children in Reception are at
green/purple RWI band at the end of the year to be on track to achieve the expected standard
for the Year 1 phonics screening check.

The daily RWI lessons in Reception and Key Stage 1 last for approximately 40 minutes. This
lesson starts with a 10 minute speed sounds lesson which teaches oral blending, new speed
sounds and revision of previous speed sounds, oral blending, decoding words, reading common
exception words, decoding ‘alien’ words, and spelling. Children then read and comprehend a
book which is carefully matched to their phonics knowledge following a 5-day plan (depending
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on the stage). The learning in the remaining part of the session includes spelling, grammar, and
other writing activities. Children are assessed half termly and those who are at risk of falling
behind the programme’s pace and expectations are identified early and additional 1:1 support is
put in place to ensure that these children keep up and don’t have to catch up. The effectiveness
of these sessions and the impact on progress is regularly evaluated by the English Leader.

Children in Year 1 complete the phonics screening check at the end of the year. It is our aim that
children in Year 2 complete the RWI programme by end of the Autumn term in Year 2.
Classrooms and teaching spaces across the school display the RWI Speed Sounds chart to
support children with their reading and spelling.

Monitoring and Assessment

We assess all pupils following Read Write Inc. Phonics using the Entry and Assessment 1, and class
teachers work together to rearrange groups accordingly.

* Regular assessments ensure that children receive targeted teaching quickly according to their
needs.

¢ Children who are progressing through the programme quicker than their peers are moved into a
different group and those who are at risk of falling behind the programme’s pace and expectations
are given additional support.

¢ Teachers are trained to teach Read Write Inc. Phonics and through CPD it ensures all teachers use
the same language, routines and resources to teach children to read.

Year 2

Once children are secure in their RWI Phonics, the children then progress onto the Spelling Shed
Spelling scheme which covers all National Curriculum requirements for Spelling in Year 2.

Key Stage 2 (KS2)

By the time children reach KS2 we aim for all to have completed the RWI phonics programme. Those
children who have not reached the expected level by the time they leave KS1 will continue to access
the RWI programme and receive additional targeted intervention. A small number of children may
reach upper KS2 and continue to require support for reading. These children will be assessed and
complete a more age-appropriate phonics. We utilise the ‘Fresh Start’ intervention programme for
reading and writing which follows the same structure as a Phonics lesson, including diagnostic
assessment to ensure children being their intervention at their appropriate reading level, a review
letter-sounds and words, followed by sentence level work to apply what they have learnt.
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Spelling

From Year 2 onwards, pupils are taught age-related spelling content using a published scheme called
‘Spelling Shed’. This scheme of work provides us with a manageable tool for meeting the
requirements of the 2014 National Curriculum, has a clear progression through blocks of teaching
units across the year and supports our teachers with the teaching of spelling.

How We Use Spelling Shed

At our school, we use Spelling Shed to support the teaching of spelling from Year 2 to Year 6 in daily
Spelling lessons. This programme provides a complete spelling curriculum, including well-structured
lesson plans, classroom resources and PowerPoints with a range of learning activities.

What is Spelling Shed?

Spelling Shed is designed to make learning to spell enjoyable and effective. Research shows that
spelling is not simply about memorising a weekly list of words; instead, children need to understand
how language works. When pupils learn the building blocks of words, they become more confident
and capable spellers. Spelling Shed supports this by teaching children how spelling works, rather
than encouraging them to remember words in isolation. The scheme develops the wider language
skills needed for successful spelling by focusing on several key areas:

¢ Phonics
Understanding the relationship between sounds (phonemes) and the letters or groups of letters
(graphemes) that represent them.

e Morphology
Recognising the meaningful parts within words.
Example: unhappy is made up of the prefix un- (meaning “not”) and the root word happy.

¢ Orthography
Understanding the rules and patterns of spelling, including how letters combine to represent
sounds.

e Etymology
Learning about where words come from and how their meanings have changed over time. This helps
children make connections between new and known words.

¢ Visual Memory
Developing the ability to remember what words look like, helping children recall familiar spellings.
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Important Terms We Teach the Children

e Phoneme: The smallest unit of sound in a word.
Example: The word smile has four phonemes: /s/ /m/ /i/ /I/.
o Grapheme: The letter or letters that represent a single phoneme.
Example: The letter s is the grapheme for the sound /s/.
¢ Morpheme: The smallest unit of meaning in a word.
Example: In the word cats, cat (animal) and -s (more than one) are both morphemes.

Our pupils use a Spelling book which provides the opportunity for pupils to record their learning,
refer back to previous spellings and enables us to share our pupils’ learning with parents.

Applying the Learning
We teach our pupils a range of strategies to use when spelling words independently. These
strategies include:

e Segmentation (using phonic knowledge) also known as ‘Fred Talk’ (RWI)

e Dictionaries

e Speaking with a learning partner

e Looking at the Working Wall for previous learnt words / patterns.

Marking and Feedback

In addition, we place a strong focus on spelling in all marking and feedback. During the marking of
written work, up to three misspellings of high frequency words are identified. When returning to
look at feedback, our pupils are asked to practise each correct spelling three times. Class teachers
ensure that common misspellings from a prior year group are revisited and learned with utmost
urgency when misconceptions are identified.

Assessment

There is little evidence that learning spellings at home in order to be tested at the end of the week is
an effective way of teaching, learning or assessing achievement in spelling. At Wootton Wawen C of
E Primary School CE Primary School, our assessment is mainly through assessment in context. For
example:

e Spellings in an unseen, dictated sentence
e Spellings in independent writing

e Evidence in Spelling Books

e Regular ‘quizzing’

Inclusion
All of our pupils are provided with equal access to our English Spelling Curriculum. We provide
suitable learning opportunities regardless of gender, ethnicity or home background.

Our pupils are taught challenging age-related content and it is our expectation that the vast majority
of our pupils will achieve age-related expectations at the end of each year and key stage. Where
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pupils have fallen behind their peers and cannot access age related content, class teachers will
differentiate the curriculum to ensure those pupils are able to progress, succeed and catch up.

Parental Involvement

We recognise and appreciate the huge part that parents play in their child’s progress in spelling.
Parents will be kept informed of our approaches to teaching spelling through our annual ‘Meet the
teacher’ meeting and through parental workshops.

In addition to our procedures for termly reporting, parents are kept informed of their child’s
progress in reading through the use of an individual reading record, which follows each child from
school to home each day. Should we have any concerns about a child’s progress in spelling, we speak
to parents at the earliest opportunity to discuss how their child might best be supported.

Reading at home

Children from Reception onwards have home reading records. The parent/carer records comments
to share with adults in school and the adults will write this on a weekly basis to ensure
communication between home and school.

- InKS1, pupils take home RWI decodable books matched to their reading level.

- As the children develop their confidence in reading in Year 2, the children are assessed using
Accelerated Reader

- Accelerated Reader is a computer-based reading programme used in schools to support and
monitor independent reading practice. It encourages pupils to read books at a level that suits
their current reading ability and interests, and then to demonstrate their understanding by
completing a short online quiz once a book is finished.

- Children choose books from a wide range of titles that are appropriate for their ability and
personal interests.

- After reading, pupils take a brief quiz on the iPads which assesses how much they
understood from the book. Passing the quiz indicates comprehension of what has been read.

- Accelerated Reader is designed to encourage children to read independently, make
thoughtful book choices, and build reading confidence through measurable progress.
Teachers use the programme’s data to tailor support and celebrate achievements, helping
each child grow as a reader.

Reading for pleasure

¢ We read to children every day at whole school class story time. We choose these books
carefully from our reading spine of high-quality texts

¢ We ensure that classrooms have an inviting reading corner and encourage children especially
in Reception and Key Stage 1 to access it every day during Continuous Provision

¢ We encourage reading for pleasure in school time allowing children to access story time

e Teachers regularly read a wide range of stories, poetry and non-fiction to pupils.
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Role of the Subject Leader

The subject leader is responsible for improving the standards of teaching and learning in English
through monitoring, evaluation and by developing a strategic vision for the future. Activities to be
regularly undertaken by the subject leader include:

- monitoring and analysis of pupil work samples and lesson observations

- analysis of data, both internally tracked and nationally published

- auditing, evaluating and monitoring CPD and its impact

- purchasing resources, ensuring effective use of the available budget

- supporting colleagues and identifying CPD

- keeping up to date with curriculum developments

- managing our school reading system

- provision of intervention

- monitoring and evaluating the quality and effectiveness of the learning environment
- reporting to the school’s Governing Body.
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Appendix 1 — Common Exception words

Year 1

Pupils’ attention should be
drawn to the grapheme-
phoneme
correspondences that do
and do not fit in with what
has been taught so far.

the, a, do, to, today, of, said, says,
are, were, was, is, his, has, |, you,
your, they, be, he, me, she, we, no,
go, so, by, my, here, there, where,
love, come, some, one, once, ask,
friend, school, put, push, pull, full,
house, our — and/or others,
according to the programme used

Year 2

Some words are exceptions in some
accents but not in others — e.g. past,
last, fast, path and bath are not
exceptions in accents where the a in
these words is pronounced /ze/, as in
cat.

Great, break and steak are the only
common words where the fe1r/ sound
is spelt ea.

door, floor, poor,
because, find, kind,
mind, behind, child,
children*, wild, climb,
most, only, both, old,
cold, gold, hold, told,
every, everybody,
even, great, break,
steak, pretty, beautiful,

after, fast, last, past,
father, class, grass,
pass, plant, path, bath,
hour, move, prove,
improve, sure, sugar,
eye, could, should,
would, who, whole,
any, many, clothes,
busy, people, water,
again, half, money,
Mr, Mrs, parents,
Christmas — and/or
others according to
programme used.
Note: ‘children’ is not
an exception to what
has been taught so far
but is included
because of its
relationship with
‘child".

Wootton Wawen C of E Primary School
1 Corinthians 12 - "There is one body, but it has many parts. But all its many parts make up
one body. It is the same with Christ.'



Appendix 2 — Word lists for Year3 /4

uawom
unwom
ybram
SNOIDA
ybnouys
ybnoyy
ybnoyyo
ybnoyz
aiofauayy
as1aduns
asoddns
yibuass

abunuis

ybmays
1p122ds
aipJandas
ERIESIES
Jaquiawal
ubiau
Jpnbau
Jua2al
uo13sanb
J23onb
asodund
astwoud
higoqoad
ainssaad
saojnjod

a)qissod

uoissassod
ssassod
uoipisod
Jondod
sdoyJad
Jo1moad
Jpn21und
hupuip.o
apisoddo
uayjo
Apuoisnaoo
u01SP220
aonjou
hyybnou
[panipU

anuiw

WO PIUIMY. JISIA %

uoljuaw
au1dIpaw
|p1I2IDW
Aapagn
Y1bua)
uJDa)
abpajmouy
pupi|s?
1524331
Jupnliodun
aspaJou]
au1boun
hao3s1y
ybiay
13y

pipay

apmb
pionb
dnosb
Jowwnub
muf
spapmuof
piomuaof
haonuga4
a31unoAnJ
snownJ
2W21I%3
Juawiiadxa
aJualiadxa
3s1249X2
ybnoua

yybie

yb1a
Yyuna
hAlaoa
Jpaddpsip
nnaffip
yuasafhp
aquosap
ap122p
anunuod
1ap1suod
212]dwod
3]2412
U322
funjuas
ENMIED)

ybnoo

JDpua|nI
ssauisng
hsng
PIINq
aY1paiq
yinaiq
212h01q
analaq
anLLID
Jpaddp
1aMsuD
ssalppp
fjypnion
1pN39D
Ajpjuapion

Juap122D
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Appendix 2 — Word lists for Years 5 & 6

yooh
a191yan
a1qpn3aban
A1a140A
yifjams
ybnouoys
a.npiadway
woaishs
1oquifis
1sabbns
ua191ffns
yoDpwois

J21p]0s

IEYERITIS
2420u1s
ainjpubis
Japnoys
fupjauoas
291J140Ds
wyihys
awhys
JuDINDISAL
JUDA2]2.
PpuawWIWO02a4
as1ubooau
ananb
uo1wIdUNUOoId

awwnJiboud

uo1ssajoud
abanand
a01pnlaud
10215hyd
aponsuad
juawnljind
finunyioddo
anaoo
fidnaoo
2ouDsSINU
anoqybiau
fupssasau
a1snw
SNOA2IYISIW

snojjaAIDW

WO UMY JISIA %

Buruybn
2Ins13]
abonbun)
1dnuiaiu
aJafua3un
1PNPIAIpUI
fi1a3orpawun
a1pIpaww]
Aauap
2ouUDIpUIY
sspUDYy
223upJDNb
Juawusanob
fijuanbauf
fiyao0f

ubauof
Jomunf
uonpun)dxa
20U23S1Xd
SVENERNE]
a1n42bbpx2
fAyp1oadsa
paddinba
juawdinba
JUWUOIIAUD
SSDJIDqWID
SN04ISDSIP
fupuonoip
dojanap

paulw.ialap

ajpJadsap
anunfap
Ansorluno
351913140
puodsaiiod
29U3TU2AU0D
fisianoa3uo0d
SN019SU02
22U219SU0d
uo11132dWod
Anunwwos
23D21UNWWO09
22137WW09
Aiazawan

A1o0bano

as1muq
uwbing
PADMYMD
abouanp
2]qD]1DAD
Payon}D
a1p1024ddp
juaunddp
Ju219UD
anajpwn
an1ssalbbo
ana1YoD
Buip1020D
fiundwoaon

21DPOWWO0I9D
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