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L Mow mportent is the sze of the drcle?
. " westigate whether changing the size of
Sihe colunn affects its capacity to hold
mare of kess weight

What ave we \e.am'wa?

The triange and square deagns shift
the weight of the Bocks to the comers
of the column. This cresties & pai of
mmm»mmum

- Enginerrs refer to this & budding.
Meanmhile, in the cirde-hased courme,
.'_ﬁn woight & evenly distrbuted scross
the shape. This means more weight can
e akded tefore buckiing. Crcle-based
columns are commanly uted by engineers
1o support the weight of buidings.

Yo do it

Begin by foldng A4 paper into three columns
with different shaped bases: square, triangulae
and ciroulsr. Use sticky tape to hold sach colerm
logether

Which column do you think will hold the greatest
MRM’ Why!

Teat ane of the columns by sloaty stacking bocks on
top of it. Count how mary books it can hold before &
collapyes.

Repest with the second and then third colurmn

Which shape held more books? Why do you think
this wes?




