
Yarm Primary

Reception Enquiry Question: What makes a good fairy-tale? 

Subject Specific Vocabulary Key Vocabulary Sticky Knowledge about 
traditional tales. Traditional Tale A story that has been retold over 

many years. Sometimes called a 

fairy-tale. 

Once upon a time

Suddenly

They lived happily ever after

First

Then

Next

After that

• Over 200 years ago in Germany, the 
Brothers Grimm wrote down the very 
first traditional tales. The heard them 
from story tellers all over Europe. Setting Where a story takes place. 

• Traditional stories can include 
talking animals, character names 
that tell you about their personality 
e.g. Big Bad Wolf, repeated phrases 
throughout the story, a lesson learnt 
at the end of the story and a happy 
ending.

Character A person or animal in a story. 

Plot The events that make up a story,

or the main part of a story. 

•Traditional stories normally start with 
Once upon a time and end with 
‘they lived happily ever after’  

Hero The main character in a story. A 

hero is usually a character in a 

story who is good and well-liked. 



Share a story

Share a fairy-tale story with your 

family. What was your favourite part 

of the story? 

Who was your 

favourite 

character? 

Favourite Character

Draw or paint a picture of your 

favourite fairy-tale character. 

Fairy-tale Land

Use your imagination to 

draw/create your own fairy-tale 

land. 

Favourite Fairy-tale

What is your favourite fairy-tale? 

Can you retell the story to someone 

in your family? 

You might want 

to write the story 

down. 

Fairy-tale Ideas

After the Easter holidays, our 

learning will be based around 

‘What makes a good fairy-tale?’

Here are some ideas which you 

may want to complete this week. 

The Three Little Pigs

Build a house for the

Three Little Pigs.

What will you build the

house of? 

Fairy-tale Puppets

Create puppets to retell one of your 

favourite fairy-tales. 

Create your own character

Create a character for your very 

own fairy-tale. Will you character 

be a hero or a villain? 

Dice Game

Use the dice game sheet to create

your own story. You can retell the 

story, draw pictures or write it down. 




