
Comprehension 



 

Questions 

Read the story on Page 1. 

 

1. What do the words ‘suddenly solid sea’ at the end of the first paragraph 

tell us? 

_________________________________________

_________________________________________ 
 

2. Why is the phrase ‘like a white sheet laid over the world’ effective? 

_________________________________________

_________________________________________ 
 

3. How do the sounds heard by the cabin boys change overnight? 

_________________________________________

_________________________________________ 
4. How can the reader tell the cabin boy does not want to get up? 

_________________________________________

_________________________________________ 
 

5. What do the words ‘bumbled blinking from their bunks’ suggest about how 

the crew are feeling? Why are they effective? 

_________________________________________

_________________________________________ 
 

6. When the Captain holds the rope, what happens? 

_________________________________________

_________________________________________ 
 

7. Describe the appearance of the sea in the passage. 

_________________________________________

_________________________________________ 
 

8. What do the words ‘groaned and shivered’ in line 15 show us about the 

ship? 

_________________________________________

_________________________________________ 
 



9. Are the crew used to dealing with this kind of weather? How do you 

know? 

_________________________________________

_________________________________________ 

 

10. What is meant by ‘cargo’? 

_________________________________________

_________________________________________ 
 

11. Do you think this is a well-organised trip? Why? 

_________________________________________

_________________________________________ 
 

12.  How do you think the Captain is feeling about the situation? 

_________________________________________

_________________________________________ 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 

Writing Task 

 
Continue the story, writing about what happens next. 

 
All summer long, the ‘Lucky Star’ had been cruising from port to port, selling 

this and buying that. Two thousand jumpers from the Isle of Arran, a second-

hand snowmobile – and sixty-six pugs. Captain Jeggings had said those tiny dogs 

would sell like hot pies. Now, down in the leaking hold, they set up a terrible 

howling as cold sea sloshed round their paws. 

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________
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_______________________________________
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