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Yorkmead J/I School

Collective Worship Policy

Introduction

It is a legal reguirement that all registered school age pupils
take part in an act of worship each day. These acts of worship
must be: “N\rhull% or maLnlJé 0{ a brnadhé Christian Chaoracter” ,J:Jor
the maénrit% 0{ the time. Th,ué must also be: “apprcpriatz, having
regard to the ages, aptitudes and family backgrounds of the
pupil/s."

Within our school (ngn—dzncanatLUnai), there are children }rnm
a range of different religicus backgrounds including Christian,
Muslim, Hindu and Sikh as mwell as those of non-faith
boackgrounds. We recognise that in asking our children to
mworship, we have to consider the hackgrounds that our
children come from. It is therefore not the practice of this
school to preach to or connvert pupils. The faith background of
both the staff and pupils’ families is respected at all times.

The Head Teacher is responsible (under the School Standards
and Framemwork Act 1998) for arranging the daily collective
worship after consulting mith the gosverning body. Parents of a
pupil at a community, foundation or s»oluntary school have a
right to withdraw their children from collective worship. See

‘Right to Withdram’

Values and Aims

ALt Yorkmeod, we helierve that collective Nwor/ship both Auppcrtﬁ
and ﬁi:r,zngi:hzn/s what we aim to do in all aﬁpzctﬁ a{ school
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derelopment of the whole child - spiritually, morally, socially,
culturally and intellectually. We yvalue this special time in the
school day for the space it gives children to develop a
reflective approach to life.

Thrcugh our collectiane wcr/ship, W2 aim to prnmidz a Luring

and supporting environment for children to:

o Become anrzaz&ingl;& OMW-Ore 0% themselrves as indirviduals
and Qroups mrithin the school and the wider anmunitxé.

e Reflect on their personal thoughts, feelings and heliefs.

o Grow in understanding of the feelings and thoughts of
others in a yvariety of situations and mith differing
bzliz{/s.

o Explore the language which people use to express their
%zzlingxs

o Deepen their sense of wonder about the world around
them.

o Dewvelop respect for the world and its people.

e Respond to religious and/or spiritual stimuli.

o Acknomwledge diversity mithin the school and wider

LUmmunLt%.

The Nature a# Warﬁhig

True N\rﬂr/&th cannot be }grczd as it is a N-2riy pzr/scnal
response to an emotirve experience. WUr/sth at Yorkmead aims
to 04;4;21” rich and aaried zxpzriznczz& mw-hich nmeay inavolyve ary )O'%

the {Uliﬂm&ng:

e Contemplation
e Listening

o Thinkkng

e Reflection

e Imagination

° Stﬂ’fk& i:zlling
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o Visual and/or audic aids
e Participation through singing or prayer (with sensitivity
to the mixed nature of our school community)
e Sharing of knowledge, information and experiences

. Empluraticn of sacred texts or symhbhols

Practice and Or%ani_ﬁaiian

Collectisve chrr/ship at Yorkmead is apprcpriatz %D‘I‘, and
includes all pupils. The acts of collective worship take place

either in the hall or in classes. See timetable helom.

Day Collectire
WO’I‘/S,J’ILP.
(Hall)
Monday Whole School
Tuz/sda% K,Q,ié Stagz |
Wednesday Key Stage 2
Thursday Song Practice
(alternate key
stages)
Frida% Whole School

When pulez& are not in the hall, collectisre Nv-ar/ship taokes placz

in classrooms mith YeOr Groups joining iagzthzr.

Each Frida%, a celebration a/s/szmblxé taokes placz. This a/s/szmbl%
Lcngraiulai,@s pupil/s {cr gogd wWork, z&fﬂrt, attitude and

beharmiour. It is also used to celebrate gﬂﬂd attendance.

Thruugh a/s/szmhlizfs, ma&'cr naligjuou/s {zfstjuwal/s are celebrated.
These include Christmas, Eid, Dim-ali and Easter. Harrvest is also

celebrated.
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Right to Withdramw

Parents of a pupil at a community, foundation or voluntary
school hove a right to mwithdraw their children from collective
worship. Should a parent wish to withdraw their child they
will be innvited to discuss this mwith the Head Teacher hefore
making a {Lnal decision. Homwewner, the school m-ill r,e/spzct a
parent’s wishes. If a child is mw-ithdramwn from collectisve
worship, they will be supervised by a member of staff in
another part of the school.

This paLLmé Was agr,ezd in October 2019.
Renem-al Date: Szptzmhzr 2021.

Signed Chair of Gonvernors

Yorkmead School is committed to the safeguarding and promoting of well-being for all children.



